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Dear Readers
A huge ‘thank you’ to Celia for editing the March
magazine. It was nice to have a break and plan activities without looking too closely at the calendar.
To misquote Dickens, ‘It is the worst of times, it is
the best of times’. We are in the middle of unprecedented times where we are facing an insidious, invisible and silent enemy. Usually we can see what
confronts and is attacking us but not here.
Perhaps this is why so many are ignoring advice
from medical and government experts. To be sure,
no one is immune from this virus. We all have a
part to play in protecting ourselves and others especially those who may not be able to fight this illness
easily.

Published around the
end of every month
We are lucky that we have so many who are striving to help. From the medics, to the paramedics, to
except January and
the delivery men and women, to supermarket workAugust
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ers and educators who are doing their best to keep
our lives moving in the right direction. We are also
lucky in our village that neighbours and friends are
increasingly taking care of each other.

Stay well. Remember that our local shops may have
just what you are looking for from groceries, to
fruit and vegetables, to newspapers and magazines.
You will also avoid those crowds at the supermarket.
Kind regards
Sue Muckley

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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Views from the Vicarage

Dear friends
Plague, pestilence and war never managed it; but the simple corona
virus has; the Church of England has suspended all public worship
and other church activities, unprecedented in history, or so my sources
tell me [some of you may know different]. I have had several wedding
couples ring me to say their weddings will have to be postponed; even
those that will take place are having to get a common license as we are
unable to publish Banns, and numbers attending will be very restricted.
Panic buying has stripped the shelves in shops and supermarkets, pubs; restaurants; gyms; theatres; cinemas and sporting events have all
been closed and cancelled. No schools or colleges; people are being
told to stay home – stay away from other people – stay safe.

These are trying times, many who were already isolated but for small
local social gatherings, are being told to isolate themselves still further
in an effort to stay safe and well.
BUT in all the trials and tribulations there are signs of hope – we have
been seeing on TV, radio and locally in our communities acts of Loving care and kindness; and service to others, people looking out for
each other, going the extra mile to make sure no one suffers unnecessarily.

Your local church community is also there for you:
If you need help and support; or any of your neighbours do; there is a
group of people available. Whether it is collecting prescriptions or supplies [when there are any in the shops], posting letters, or just someone
to chat to on the phone. Whatever you need help with – if it is within
our power we will help.
To summon that help you are asked to ring Fr Ted or any of the church
leaders [their phone numbers are in the front of this magazine] and we
will do all we can to get the help you require.
2

Although there will be no formal services the church will be open for
personal prayer and meditation. There will be resources available, but
you will be asked to observe guidelines around social separation. Members of the church will also be offering daily prayers, so if you have
any prayer needs do let us know them.
Keep and eye on our website and Facebook page – I will [hopefully] be
posting daily thought for the day or simple reflection on the daily readings.

I close with a prayer that God will watch over us all, keeping us safe,
until that time when we all will be able to join together in celebration
of life again.
God Bless
Ted.

EASTER LILIES
Every year an arrangement of lilies is placed in
the Church in memory of our loved ones. If you
would like to have a stem of lilies in memory of
someone special, please contact me or fill in the
form which you will find in the Church.
Each stem will cost £2 and your loved one’s
name will be placed on the altar.
The arrangement of lilies will be positioned in
Church before the service of Remembrance on
Good Friday, which falls on Friday, 10 April
2020
Hilary Moore
01474 822699
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Shorne Village War Memorial 100 Years Old
21st March 1920 – 21st March 2020
One of the casualties of the current restrictions was the postponement
of our centenary war memorial rededication service, on 21st March
2020, the 100th year anniversary of the dedication of our Village War
Memorial.

The years and the weather have not been kind to the memorial – and so
at the service, which has been postponed, we were going to launch an
appeal, to raise money to have the Memorial cleaned and restored.
I should therefore like to formally launch the ‘Shorne War Memorial Restoration Appeal Fund’ in this Edition of our magazine. Any
contributions can be left at the church or passed to our Treasurer or one
of the Church officers. If you are a tax payer, by giving us your name
and address, and permission to reclaim the tax you have paid on it,
your gift can be by a further enhanced by a gift from HM Revenue and
Customs [in the form of a tax refund].
Then once this current emergency is over we will be able to have the
memorial cleaned and restored, then at a date later this year [still within the centenary year] re-dedicate at another service – if not before
maybe at this year’s Remembrance Sunday Service.
Many thanks for your anticipated support.
Ted.
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SHORNE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY
Like many other organisations in the Village due to the Coronavirus and the
Government’s recommendations we have no options but to cancel the
SPRING SHOW on SATURDAY 4TH APRIL
We are very sorry about this as the Spring Show is always one of our favourite shows giving us a bright and cheerful entry into Spring and the warmer
days to come.

Despite the Show being cancelled we can at least enjoy the Spring flowers in
the gardens around the Village. It can also be time to do all those ‘getting
around to it’ jobs in the garden. Although a sad and unpredicted period we
hope your gardens can give you some pleasure and relaxation.
For those who have renewed their subscriptions and have the Schedule perhaps while isolated you can try out some of the delicious items in the cookery
sections of the Shows.
SPEAKER EVENING – 10TH MARCH
On a brighter note, a good number of members enjoyed our Speaker Evening
on 10th March with Brian Nobbs from the RSPB talking about ‘Gardening for
Wildlife’.
Brian gave us a very interesting and informative talk with some beautiful photos of birds and wildlife in his garden. We certainly learnt a lot about the
birds and wildlife who visit our own gardens giving us a little more incentive
to watch and enjoy them more closely.
Anyone who would like to join or renew their subscription to the Society of
£7.50 for the year can do so by ringing our Membership Secretary Celia Burns
on 01474 397887 or email shornecgs@gmail.com
We will endeavour to keep everyone informed by the Magazine about
what will happen regarding our Programme of Events throughout the
year.
Stay safe and best wishes to you all
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
April 2020
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Precautions
Shorne Parish Council has cancelled all scheduled Parish Council and Committee
meetings until further notice, and will conduct its business remotely. With the exception of routine payments or emergency expenditure, notification of any proposals to
incur significant or exceptional expenditure will be published on our website four clear
days in advance in order to provide an opportunity for comments to be taken into account when making the decisions.
The Annual Parish Assembly scheduled for Thursday 23rd April has been deferred for
the present, pending any relaxation to the mandatory requirement to hold the assembly
by 1st June.
During this rapidly developing period of uncertainty, residents are strongly advised to
follow the precautions published at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid19/ and government advice published at https://www.gov.uk/government/topicalevents/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response.
If you are able to, please support those more vulnerable residents who may be housebound or unable to collect their prescriptions or get to the shops.
Lower Thames Crossing Consultation extended until 2nd April
The final four information events, including the mobile information event scheduled
for Shorne Village Hall car park on 18th March, were cancelled due to the developing
Coronavirus situation. As a result, the consultation period has been extended by 8 days
to end at midnight on Thursday 2nd April. Details of the consultation can be found on
the dedicated webpage at https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/ltc/consultation2020/.
Forge Lane Proposed Parking Restrictions Consultation
Having taken advice from KCC Highways Department, we are consulting on a proposal to have double yellow lines on the corners of Forge Lane with Crown Lane, Cob
Drive and Malthouse Lane. The aim of the proposal is to reduce inconsiderate parking
which regularly obstructs pavements and crossing points, and damages pavement surfaces and kerbs. Further information about the proposal, including an indicative map
and consultation response forms, can be found on our website at https://
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/parking-restrictions-consultation/. If you would
like to take part in this consultation, please complete and return the consultation form
no later than Friday, 24th April 2020.
Mobile Telecommunications Mast
A meeting was held with Adam Holloway MP and a senior representative from Telefonica O2 in Westminster on 26th February, to discuss their proposal to acquire land for
a mobile telecommunications base station at Shorne Common. At the meeting, we
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were informed that the proposed mast at Shorne Common is currently 'on hold' while
discussions take place with another landowner regarding an alternative location. In
view of this, the outcome of the local consultation will be held in abeyance. We thank
Mr Holloway for arranging the meeting on our behalf.
Shornemead Level Crossing Update
Representatives of Shorne Parish Council met with representatives of Network Rail
and KCC's Public Rights of Way team on 13th March to discuss the closure of Shornemead level crossing. The crossing was subject to a 21 day emergency closure last October due to misuse and safety issues, including the publicised incident where a youth
on a motorbike narrowly escaped being struck by a train. The emergency closure was
extended to a 6-month temporary closure, which was due to expire at the end of April
2020. At the meeting, Network Rail informed us that they propose to install a footbridge at the location. However, it is likely to take up to 18 months to obtain the necessary authorisation, consents, and to secure the £1+ million funding, and to arrange
the possessions to construct the bridge. They will be seeking a further 18 months extension to the closure order to accommodate this.
Drop In Session
A number of residents attended our drop in session at the village hall on Saturday 7th
March, to discuss various local issues with parish councillors. We would like to thank
all those who dropped in, and we will be looking into the issues raised.

Litter Patrol cancelled
The group litter patrol scheduled for Saturday 28th March has had to be cancelled under the current circumstances. This was a disappointment, as 30 volunteers had expressed their intention to take part. Hopefully this will be rescheduled when the situation changes. In the meantime, and subject to the restrictions and guidelines prevailing
at the time, if anyone wishes to carry out their own individual litter pick we would be
pleased to provide bags and lend litter picking wands and hi-viz vests, and to let you
know which areas have already been covered. Please contact Bob on 01474 822680 or
by email at bob.lane@gmx.co.uk.
Bob Lane
Shorne Parish Council
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The Church Roof
You may recall that I wrote an article for the magazine in March last
year concerning the work that was about to be undertaken on the
church roof. I reported that the nave, north aisle and porch roofs in particular were in a very poor condition (indeed, large plastic boxes were
being used to collect rainwater entering through a large hole in the
roof), and that the PCC had been working with professional advisers to
scope and produce plans for work to be undertaken.
Consent was granted by the Diocesan Advisory Committee within the
Diocese of Rochester to go ahead with the work, and a tendering process was undertaken and a contractor duly appointed in April 2019.
Work commenced in May, and there was then what seemed to be a
continuous flow of lorries delivering scaffolding, new tiles and other
material. Soon the scaffolding was being built and a temporary roof put
in place over the nave roof. Then, the stripping of the old tiles commenced followed by the application of new felt and battens; the pipes
on the church organ were removed and the organ covered to protect it
from work that was being undertaken; bee nests were removed from
under the old tiles; associated masonry work was undertaken, particularly above the north aisle; the new tiles were laid; a new lightening
protection system was installed; lead on the north aisle roof was renewed; new rainwater goods were installed; the roof of the boiler room
was removed and replaced; and internal scaffolding was erected in the
north aisle so that the ceiling could be replaced.
During the project, monthly meetings were held with our architect,
structural engineer and the contractor to monitor progress and discuss
any challenges and changes to the plans. As the work progressed, consideration was given to making repairs to the chancel and Randall
Chapel roofs, which were not part of the original project. Various contingencies in the original costings were released giving us the funds to
completely renew these roofs.
The work was completed in the early part of this year at a total net cost
in excess of £310,000. As with any major project, there were one or
two minor ‘snagging’ issues to be resolved but ultimately we have a
completely new roof – an appropriate crowning glory for our beautiful
church, and one that should last for many years to come.
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We should offer our thanks to our neighbours within the close proximity of the church that use the approach road for access and/or parking,
as they were extremely patient with the constant flow of heavy traffic,
and to the contractors who tried to keep disruption to an absolute minimum. Thanks should also be offered to Andrew Watson, who gave
many hours of his time, professional help and advice to the PCC.
The PCC has been very fortunate in that it received a significant legacy
in 2017 and 2018 that was given specifically for the renewal and restoration of the church roof, and we remember with grateful thanks Tony
and Eunice Tiber. Without their generosity, this work could not have
been undertaken.
Lawrence Aspinall
PCC Treasurer
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March meeting.
President Sue welcomed members to the March Meeting, and was delighted to introduce a prospective new
member, Louise. Sue then took the Business meeting.
The Arts and Crafts area group will be having a demonstration of Quilting at the Hall in Snodland on April 21st.
Cost £22. Juliet assured us that the lady was an excellent teacher. Sheila took
names of those going to the Home Economics day at Ditton.
We were reminded that the May meeting would be one week later than usual,
due to local government elections. Also, this would be our A. G. M. We need
a new President and committee members. Sue asked us to give this matter
some serious thought as without officers WI cannot function.
The August meeting was discussed. We were asked if we would prefer to
have a Lunch or a Tea. Several venues were suggested, and a vote will be
taken at a later date.
Birthday flowers were given to Maggie, Wendy and Ros.
We were very sorry to learn that Gloria had been very ill, and so pleased that
she is now on the mend. Although not a member of WI, Gloria has played a
very important part in the running of the Village Hall and we wish her well.
We then enjoyed some delicious scones and cakes and ended the afternoon
with a Beetle Drive.
Dates for the diary: March

19th Coffee at Millbrook Garden Centre
20th Lunch at The Rose and Crown
26th Book Club at Catrin’s
Valerie Martin

Future meetings:
Future meetings are cancelled until further notice.
Shorne and Thong WI meets on the first Thursday of the month at 2pm. Why
not come along to a meeting? You will be given a warm welcome. More details from President Sue Muckley - 01474 824732
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Church Coffee Mornings
Our first Coffee Morning of
this year was well supported
and it was lovely catching up
on everyone’s news.
We started our first Coffee
Morning in July 2016. We
have now grown in numbers
and this monthly event is
well established. We have an
array of cakes each month
baked by our keen volunteer
bakers. Without their help
we could not continue this
event.
Although we hold this in the Church, it is intended for villagers and
anybody else who would like to come along and have tea and cake.
Unfortunately, our coffee mornings are postponed for now.
If you would like any information about the Coffee Morning please
contact Elaine on 01474 822293.

Hope to see you soon.
Elaine, Jaqui and Jane
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Wardens and Sidespersons - Rota
March 2020
There are no Church services until further notice.

STAGES

(Shorne Theatre Appreciation & Group Entertainment Society)

We have had to cancel all future events for the time being because of
Coronavirus. We will restart as soon as it is deemed safe to do so.
If you would like to become a member, then renewals of membership
or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12)
who must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of
any age, are welcome at any of our Main Meetings, as advertised
above. Alternatively, telephone Adrienne, our Membership Secretary,
on 01474 822875, or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com.
Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from
early each month.
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
Today our talk was provided by the fabulous ‘Hand & Lock’
https://handembroidery.com/. This company has been in existence
since 1767 and they have over 250 years’ experience of embellishing,
embroidering and monogramming garments for the royal family, the
military, the church and fashion houses including Christian Dior, Hermes, Burberry and Louis Vuitton. Alastair Macleod the chairman
(himself from a family of tailors) spoke to us about the history of the
business which he acquired in 2001.
Much of Hand & Lock’s work involves ‘goldwork’ which is the art of
embroidery using metal threads. Goldwork uses threads that are made
from imitation gold, silver or copper which can be combined to make
beautiful pieces which reflect the light and gleam and dazzle. In the
past the technique was traditionally used on military and ceremonial
uniforms, but now has many wider uses in embellishment.
Juliet their Head Embroiderer told us how Hand & Lock had produced
the gold work for the sumptuous Gieves & Hawkes tailcoat designed
for Michael Jackson’s Bad tour. It remains one of the finest examples
of Hand & Lock hand embroidery.
Despite much of the work sticking firmly to traditional methods, Esme,
who designs for the company, told us how she produces designs on the
computer using Adobe Illustrator. Other concessions to the passing of
time include raising the height of the wooden work tables as people are
now taller!

This really was a very interesting and inspiring afternoon, but we do
have others, so if you are interested in joining us then please look at our
website for full information or email us at:
info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk
Happy stitching, Karen

(All links used with permission)
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From the parish registers.
Holy Baptism.

Marriage

Funerals
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Church Cleaning Rota
April

May

4

Angela, Valerie, Jackie

2

Angela, Valerie Jackie

11

Sue

9

Sue

18

Dennis, Isabel

16

Dennis, Isabel

25

Claire, Julie

23

Claire, Julie

30

Angela, Valerie, Jackie

Brass Cleaning:

Brass Cleaning:

Dennis & Isabel

Sandy & Valerie

Parish Calendar
Most readers of this magazine say that the double-page centre-spread calendar of events in the middle of each Shorne Parish Magazine is helpful to
them. However, it is only as good as the information it contains. Although in
the past parish organisations have been good in providing their programmes
well in advance of the magazine publication dates, many organisations do
not now do so.
For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by
email, using the heading ‘Parish Calendar’, to silverdene@talktalk.net.
These should be sent up to a year ahead. The Calendar can only contain
basic details of date, time, venue and event title. If you want to publicise
additional information about your event(s) you will need to send these
additionally directly to the Magazine Editors or shornepm@gmail.com
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Shorne Flower Arrangers
2020 Programme
April 30th

Workshop by Helen Hare.

May 28th

Demonstration by Christine Milburn from
London & Overseas Area.

June 25th

Imposed workshop “Diamond Anniversary”.

July 30th

Basic Design.

August

Trip to Beth Chatto’s Garden, Colchester, date to be arranged.

Sept 24th

Club Competition.

October 29th

AGM.

November 26th

Christmas Practical led by Linda Hutcheon.

No meeting in December

Our meetings at the Shorne Village Hall are on the last Thursday of each
month, except December. Time 7.30pm for a 7.45 pm start. Our club presents
a programme of workshops and demonstrations in a very informal and friendly atmosphere. Visitors are always made very welcome, entry £3 with tea/
coffee for free. The club provides an opportunity for people to be creative and
make friends. You don’t have to have any previous knowledge of flower arranging, there is always someone who will guide you along the way. Annual
subscription is just £20.

Other information can be obtained from Linda Hutcheon on 01634 325540 or
our secretary Mavis Jones on 01474 355386.

Please check as to whether these meetings are going ahead.
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Church Services in Shorne
St Peter and St Paul, Shorne - Church Services,
Refreshed Service Rota from September 2017.
Sunday Services
1st Sunday 8:00 BCP Holy Communion.
10:00 All Age Worship.
2nd Sunday 8:00 BCP Holy Communion.
10:00 Parish Communion [common worship].
3rd Sunday 8:00 BCP Holy Communion.
10:00 Family Communion.
4th Sunday 8:00 BCP Holy Communion.
10:00 Parish Communion [common worship].
5th Sunday 8:00 BCP Holy Communion.
10:00 Songs of Praise.
Weekday services.
Tuesday
8:30 Morning Prayer
Thursday 8:30 Holy Communion
Please see weekly notice sheet or website for variations and other events an
activities.

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
17

SHORNARA

Shorne Active Retirement Association

April 2020
Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, meetings are cancelled.
If you would like to join ShornARA please contact our
Membership Secretary: Andrea Brickell on 01474 746606
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Activities at Racefield Close Community Room.
The members of Racefield Close Community extend a warm welcome to
their regular activities.
Weekly.
Monday

10:00 – 11:00

Exercises to C/D (can be done sitting
or standing) followed by refreshments.

Monday

2.00

Whist. All welcome

Friday.

2:00- 4:00

Board Games

10:00 – 11:30

Flower Arranging

Tuesday

2:00 – 4:00

Craft.

Saturday

6:00

Usually the first Saturday of the
month: Bingo & Take away meal.

Fortnightly.
Wednesday
Monthly.

Other Activities.
Pool Team Monday and Thursday Evenings at 7:00.
They are joined by members from Chichester Rise Sheltered Housing.
New players always welcome.
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Because of the Coronavirus, we have been advised to stay at home and
not gather socially for the time being. Many events in and around the
village have been cancelled in light of this advice. Thus the diary dates
are not being published this month. Look out for May’s magazine and
hope that events go ahead then.

Weekly throughout the year
Mondays
CDs

10.00am

(Racefield Close Community Room). Exercises to

2.00pm
7.00pm

followed by refreshments.
(Racefield Close Community Room). Whist.
(Racefield Close Community Room). Pool.

Wednesdays 7.00pm
7.30pm

(Village Hall). Shorne Short Mat Bowls Club
(Shorne Parish Church) Bell Ringers

Thursdays 7.00pm

(Racefield Close Community Room). Pool

Fridays
Games.

2.00pm

(Racefield Close Community Room). Board

Saturdays

10.00am
to 4.00pm
11.00

(Shorne Parish Church). Open to visitors
except when being used for weddings etc.
(St Katherine’s RC Chapel) First Saturday of
every month. Mass.

Sundays

8.00am
10.00am

(Shorne Parish Church). Services
(Shorne Parish Church). Services

For entries on the Calendar, send details of your event(s) by email, using
the heading ‘Parish Calendar’, to silverdene@talktalk.net. These should
Be sent up to a year ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details
of date, time, venue and event title. If you want to publicise additional
information about your event(s) you will need to send articles in addition
directly to the Magazine Editor.
20
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Shorne 1945 – Part 1
The year 1945, seventy-five years ago, dawned with the Allied powers successfully moving across Europe, and across the world there was hope and
recognition that the end of the War, which had been taking place for the past
six years, was in sight. In Britain, King George VI was on the throne with
Winston Churchill as his Prime Minister. Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR)
was the President of the USA and Joseph Stalin was General Secretary of the
Communist Party and Premier of the Soviet Union. So much happened during
1945 that any summary will leave out important events, but this article will
attempt to mention the most important.
Adolf Hitler was still Leader (Fuhrer) of the German Third Reich, but with
Allied forces closing in on all sides of the German capital, Berlin, on 16 January he moved his residence to the well-fortified ‘Führerbunker’ in the centre
of the city. On 20th FDR was sworn in for an unprecedented fourth term as
President of the USA – the only US President ever to exceed two terms, and
on 30th Hitler made his last public speech on radio in a final attempt to rally
the people and troops in the defence of what remained of unoccupied Germany.

In February, nobody knows the exact date, but it was probably around the
middle of the month, Anne Frank, whose diary later became one of the best
known books relating to the War, died of typhus in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in Northern Germany, just two months before the camp was
liberated by British and Canadian forces. Between 4 and 11 February,
Churchill, FDR and Stalin met at Yalta, in the Crimea, to discuss the post-war
dividing up of Europe, leaving a legacy that survives until today and on 13 th
German troops surrendered Hungary to Soviet-Romanian forces. On the same
day 1249 heavy bombers of the Royal Air Force and US Air Force bombed
the German city of Dresden resulting in an estimated 25,000 deaths, mainly
civilians. On 19th 30,000 US troops landed on the Japanese occupied island of
Iwo Jima, just south of mainland Japan, and on 21st the last V-2 rocket was
launched against London from Peenemunde, Germany. On 23rd a group of US
Marines reached the top of Mount Suribachi, Iwo Jima and were photographed raising the American flag - the photograph becoming one of the iconic images of the Second World War.
On 8 March German General Karl Wolff met with US officials to negotiate
the surrender of all Axis forces in Italy. On the night of 9/10 March 279 US B
-29 Super- fortresses fire-bombed Tokyo leaving an estimated 100,000 dead,
again mostly civilians - the single most destructive bombing raid of the War
22

up to this point. On 18th 1250 US bombers attacked Berlin.
April was a very eventful month. It began with US troops landing on Okinawa on 1st, the southernmost province of Japan, and on 7th the Japanese battleship Yamato, the largest battleship ever built, was sunk just north of Okinawa, within Japanese territorial waters. On 8th the SS began to evacuate the
Buchenwald concentration camp in eastern Germany, but the inmates managed to overpower and kill the guards. On 9th, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris,
who had been the head of the German intelligence service, the Abwehr, from
1935 until its dissolution in 1944, and a prominent opposer of Hitler, was
executed at the Flossenberg concentration camp in Bavaria, together with
other prominent dissidents, including Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. It is said
that their executions were quickly arranged and artillery from advancing US
troops could be heard in the background (it was finally liberated on 23 rd).
Buchenwald concentration camp was liberated on 11th.
On 12th President Franklin Delano Roosevelt died suddenly and was succeeded by Harry S Truman. On 14th the Canadian Army assumed military
control of the Netherlands. Bergen-Belsen concentration camp was liberated
by British and Canadian forces on 15th, and on 16th Allied troops entered
Berlin. On 20th, his 56th birthday, Hitler left his Bunker for the last time to
decorate a group of Hitler Youth defending Berlin. Two days later, on 22nd
Heinrich Himmler, the Reich Minister of the Interior (previously Head of the
Gestapo) presented an offer of German surrender to the Allies, but crucially
on the condition that this did not include the Russians. The offer was rejected, and a message was sent to say that any surrender needed to be unconditional.
On the night of 25/26 April 107 Lancaster bombers of the RAF took part in
the last major strategic bombing mission of the War, the destruction of the
oil refinery at Tansberg, southern Norway. On 27th the Italian ‘Ducé’ Benito
Mussolini and his mistress Clara Petacci were executed in Milan by Italian
partisans.
On 28th Dachau concentration camp in Bavaria was liberated by US troops
and the same day Adolf Hitler married his long-time mistress Eva Braun in
the Führerbunker in Berlin. They both committed suicide the following day,
30th. Admiral Karl Dȍnitz succeeded Hitler as Reichspräsident and Joseph
Goebbels as Chancellor.
A day later, on 1 May, Joseph Goebbels (having been Chancellor of Germany for one day) and his wife Magda committed suicide and Lutz Graf von
23

Krosigk succeeded him in that role. On 2nd the Soviet Union announced the
fall of Berlin. Germany formally and unconditionally surrendered on 4 May –
effective from 08:00 on 5 May. On 7th the first 4,500 British Prisoners of War
are repatriated from German POW camps and 8 May was formally celebrated
as Victory in Europe (VE) Day.
With the War formally over in Europe (but not so for many British and Commonwealth troops, including my own father, still fighting the Japanese), we
can begin to note other more general events of 1945. For example, on 12 th
Revd. WV Awdry’s first book ‘The Three Railway Engines’ was published,
with Edward, Gordon and Henry as the main characters. Thomas the Tank
Engine was not to appear until the following year, 1946!
On 28th William Joyce (Lord Haw-Haw) was captured on the German border
and charged with treason for his wartime broadcasts on German radio. He was
later convicted and hanged in 1946. It is said that at one time before the War
he lived in Gravesend, but I have been unable to find any evidence of this. If
anybody reading this article can confirm this, please let me know.
On 5 June the Allied Control Council, the military occupation governing
body of Germany formally took power, and on 26th The United Nations Charter was signed, formally setting up that body.
On 1 July Germany was formally divided between the Allied occupation forces – Britain, France, Russia and the US. On 5th a General Election was held in
the UK, but the counting of votes and declaration of results was postponed
until 26th to allow for voting by a large number of returning troops still overseas. On 21st US President Harry Truman approved the order to use atomic
bombs against Japan, and on 26th, after Labour was declared the winner of the
UK General Election, Winston Churchill was replaced as Prime Minister by
Clement Atlee.
On 6 August a single atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, possibly accounting for a quarter of a million deaths, and three days later, 9 August, Nagasaki was similarly bombed with probably 80,000 people killed instantly and
many thousands dying later from radiation and other consequences. On 14 th
the Japanese surrendered – the 15th becoming known as Victory in Japan (VJ)
Day.
2 September is the date formally recorded as the ending of the War, with the
full occupation of Japan, and on 8th American troops occupied South Korea,
with the Soviet Union occupying the North. The Koreas were subsequently to
become a major focus of the Cold War between the Western Powers and the
USSR.
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On 15 October Pierre Laval, the former President of Vichy France was executed by firing squad for treason against his country, and the Norwegian Nazi
leader Vidkun Quisling faced the same fate on 24th, the same day that the
United Nations and the International Court of Justice were founded.
On 16 November Charles de Gaulle was elected President of France, and
UNESCO was founded. The Nuremberg trials began of the 22 most
‘important’ Nazi war criminals – more were to follow!
On 27 December the World Bank was founded.

There will always be controversy about which famous people who were born
or died in any particular year are chosen – it is of course a matter for individual choice. However, below is a sample of those who were born or died 75
years ago.
Births: Rod Stewart, musician, was born on 10 January, and Jacqueline du
Pre, musician, on 26th (she died in 1987). Bob Marley, musician was born on
6 February (died 1981) and Eric Clapton, musician on 30 March. Ken Livingstone, politician was born on 17 June and Carly Simon, musician on 25th.
Helen Mirren, actress was born on 26 July.
Deaths, Anne Frank (born 1929), diarist, died around the middle of February
(an exact date is not known), and David Lloyd George (born 1863), politician
and 51st Prime Minister of the UK died on 26 March. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
(born 1906), German theologian and Wilhelm Canaris (born 1887), German
admiral and head of the Abwehr were executed on 9 April. Franklin D Roosevelt (born 1882), politician and 32nd President of the USA died on 12 April.
Benito Mussolini (born 1883), Italian politician and 27th Prime Minister of
Italy, was executed on 28 April, Adolf Hitler (born 1889), Chancellor and
later Fuhrer of Germany committed suicide on 30 April, together with his
wife Eva Braun (born 1912). Joseph Goebbels (born 1897), German Propaganda Minister and his wife Magda (born 1901) committed suicide the following day, 1 May. Heinrich Himmler, Head of the SS (born 1900) followed
on 23 May. Bela Bartok (born 1881), composer, died on 26 September and
Pierre Laval (born 1883), politician and twice Prime Minister of France was
executed on 15 October, and Vidkun Quisling (born 1887), Norwegian Nazi
was executed on 24 October – both for treason. George S Paton (born 1885),
US general, died on 21 December.
The Nobel Prize for Medicine for 1945 was awarded to Sir Alexander Fleming (and Ernst Chain and Sir Howard Florey), for their discovery of Penicillin.
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Ian Craig

NEW EVENT AT

RACEFIELD CLOSE HALL
Second Thursday of each month

COFFEE MORNING
10 am
Coffee or tea and Cake—£2

MEAT RAFFLE £1
MEET OLD FRIENDS AND MAKE NEW
Watch this space to see when this event will begin.
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Shorne Local History Group
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic the group have cancelled their meetings which were scheduled for 19th March and 16th April.
We hope to resume with our winter series of meetings in October 2020.

Anne Frank 1929—1945
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NORTHFLEET& DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB
(Kent's longest Established Probus Club)

On the 6th of March, the club spent an evening at
the iconic Albert Hall, for a fund-raising event in
the presence of the Duke of Kent, who represented
The Queen. Known as "The Mountbatten Festival
of Music", it featured the Massed Bands of Her
Majesty's Royal Marines, who's superb musicianship is renowned
worldwide. John Suchet compered the programme, which consisted of various musical styles, including classical, military, patriotic, Latin American and pop, with some solo performances that
demonstrated the musicians’ incredible ability and versatility and
made you wonder whether they had more fingers than the rest of
us! Computer controlled laser lighting provided atmosphere and
highlighted the precision and pageantry for which The Royal Marines are famous. We were filled with patriotic pride, especially
when singing "Land of Hope and Glory" whilst waving the Union
Flag!
This year not only marks the 75th Anniversary of the end of the
Second World War but also commemorates the 80th Anniversary
of the formation of Britain's Commandos. The Royal Marines and
CLIC Sargent were the beneficiaries of the concerts, while we
were privileged to witness an evening of 'the best of the best' of
military bands. Magnificent!
The PROBUS movement was founded over 50 years ago by Rotary International and has similar ethical standards. The Northfleet and District Club is the oldest established Probus club in
Kent, (please note that it now 'spreads it's net' over a far wider
area than defined in its title). It welcomes Retired/Semi-retired
PROfessional and BUSinessmen. It has interesting speakers at its
meetings, organises lunches and excursions and aims to provide
sympathetic involvement when necessary.
Meetings normally take place fortnightly, on Tuesday's between
10 am and 12 noon at Shorne Village Hall. Anyone interested in
joining this friendly group should contact the Secretary, Robin
Friday on 01474 363135.
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Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus, it has been necessary to cancel
all club meetings and events for the time being.
Notwithstanding, we urge everyone to keep in touch, not only with fellow members but also with friends and loved ones. The internet may
have been regarded as 'the scourge of the age' by some but this is an
opportunity to use it to good effect. Watch this space for the resumption of meetings once the danger has passed.
General N&D Probus information can also be found under 'Regular
Users' on http://www.shornevillagehall.org . In the meantime everyone, please, Take Care and Stay Safe!
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Pop-Up Café and Information Hub

Rose and Crown Pub Car Park
The Street, Shorne

Watch this space to see
when the next event
will take place.
Come and get together with
old friends and new.
Have a cuppa and a delicious slice of cake.
We’ll have all sorts of local information available or you can just
come for a chat.
Please help us to spread the word. Everyone welcome ... see you
soon!

Can’t get there under your own steam? Call us and we’ll see if we can
help.
Liza: 07771 661871

Kathy: 07341 737041

Shorne village contact Ruth Hensman 07939268486
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Lawrence Aspinall on 01474 825046
shornepcctreasurer@gmail.com
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20% off with this voucher for any new client
Professional Beauty Salon offering
a range of treatments:
•
Intimate/Standard Waxing
•
Facials
•
Microdermabrasion
•
Body Massage
•
Manicures/Pedicures/Gel
•
Many other treatments
available

•
•
•
•

11a The Street Shorne Da12 3ea

Late night opening Tuesday & Thursday - 8pm
Free Parking
Qualified & Experienced
Therapists
Find us on Facebook &
Instagram

01474 822244

Computerised Business Solutions
∙ Home & Small Business Support.
∙ Specialist in tutoring ’Silver Surfers’

∙ Virus protection and Computer Security Advice.
∙ Setting up mobile devices, tablets, smartphones
∙ Advice and guidance. Remote help via Internet.
∙ Established and well known in Shorne since 2000.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane,
Shorne, Kent DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138.
Mob: 07941 540534.

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Lawrence Aspinall on 01474 825046

shornepcctreasurer@gmail.com

Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties
and other family celebrations.

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830

Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS

2PG
332849

IMPERIAL WINDOWS

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR SPECIALISTS
We repair UPVC & Aluminium Windows & Doors
Misted Units / Broken Glass / Emergency Boarding
Adjustments / Draughts / Leaks
Locks / Hinges / Handles / Restrictors
Patio Door Handles / Wheels
Reliable – Local Company – Established 1986
FREE QUOTATIONS

01474 824400 / 07770 761355
Checkatrade.com
35

Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY

Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

Derek Dingwall

DJS

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions

Painter & Decorator

For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

35years experience
Free estimates
01634 407616
07973677529
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Plumbing Technique
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100
Your local
Water and Gas Engineer
No :
130055
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Sales: 0800 5420579
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Enquiries 01474 353277

Want to eat well and still lose weight?
Come and join your local
Slimming World Group
Higham Village Club,
Hermitage Road
ME3 7DD
Every Thursday 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Warm welcome, friendly group
and support guaranteed.
Just come along or contact Sue for more
information
01474 567320 or 07947831181
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Head of School

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss T Hewett

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Chair: Mrs Turner
Secretary: Mrs Taylor

07894423854
07814032587

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr Bob Lane (Chairman)
Mr Robin N. Theobald (Vice Chairman)

822680
823674

Parish Clerk

Sarah Poole
sarah.poole@shorneparishcouncil.org

01634 243157.

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
sarah@sarahpoole.co.uk

01634 254755

Local History Group

Mike Jenkins
mcj866@gmail.com

822787

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
silverdene@talktalk.net

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Sue Muckley (President)
Secretary: Sarah Poole

824732
01634 243157.

Group Scout Leader

Mr Chris Zgoda
shorne.chris@btinternet.com

07921106122

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Beavers (Mon 6-7pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Early Retirement Club

Mr Bill Woolley

822622

Racefield Close

Carolyn Martin-Barnes
Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr Alan Jarmyn

822991

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Linda Clatworthy (Chair)
Mrs Mavis Jones (Secretary)

01322 220282
355386

Short Mat Bowls

Nick Trice (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

01474 566918
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
Andrea Brickell (Membership secretary)

363285
746606

Stages

Richard Moore (Chairman)

823384

Surveyors
Estate Agents
Valuers
Established 1851

Gravesend
Tel: 01474 332981
Email: gravesend@walkercroft.com

Meopham
Tel: 01474 814902
Email: meopham@walkercroft.com

www.rightmove.co.uk
www.onthemarket.com
www.walkercroft.com

