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Dear Readers
To paraphrase the super long first sentence of
Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities, we are in a
time that is the best or the worst, we are in an age
of wisdom or foolishness, an epoch of belief or incredulity or a time that is the spring of hope or a
winter of despair. I think we can all relate to these
sentiments.
A time of uncertainty, anticipation or even dread is
approaching as the Lower Thames Crossing Consultation responses are analysed and reported.
Whatever the outcome, there will be winners and
losers.
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dance of birds. Birdsong begins before dawn and
continues after dusk. My garden is full of birds—
blackbirds, thrushes, blue tits, great tits, long tailed
tit, wrens, sparrows, all three woodpeckers, bossy
robins and, this morning, a tree creeper. The combination of a warmer sun, longer days, beautiful flowers and busy birds does lift the spirit.
This month , please take the time to be involved in
the parish by attending the Village Hall AGM and
the annual meeting of the Parochial Church Council.
Kind regards,
Sue Muckley

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
April 2016
Lower Thames Crossing
The consultation closed on Thursday 24th March.
The parish council submitted a formal response to the consultation,
rejecting the proposals for a crossing east of Gravesend, and expressing our extreme dissatisfaction with the consultation process in general. In particular, we are concerned that it was clear from the consultation documents that Highways England had already made the decision not to include any questions relating to Option A at Dartford in
the consultation, even though Government ministers have since stated
that Option A is still on the table.

In addition, we are concerned that the consultation was extended to
hundreds of thousands of people, including Dart Charge customers,
who have no knowledge of the local environment and yet were invited
to express their opinions on the proposal for a crossing east of Gravesend. We consider that they were given no reasonable options for addressing congestion at Dartford other than to agree to a crossing east of
Gravesend, and that there was insufficient information in the consultation booklet to enable them to make an informed decision.
Along with councillors from Gravesham Borough and other parishes,
we are considering the option of challenging the consultation under the
judicial review process. In the meantime, residents are encouraged to
write to Highways England and the Secretary of State for Transport to
express their dissatisfaction with the consultation process.
The next step in the process will be for Highways England to prepare a
post-consultation report, analysing the responses received, before the
Secretary of State makes a decision later in the year. There is expected
to be a further consultation on the final route.
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Review of Conservation Area Appraisals
Parishioners may recall that in autumn last year, Gravesham Borough
Council carried out a consultation on appraisals and management
plans for the rural conservation areas in Gravesham. These included
the four conservation areas in Shorne, namely Chestnut Green,
Queens Farm, Thong, and Shorne village.
The draft documents have been updated in light of comments received, and Gravesham is now carrying out a further consultation on
the updated documents and the process to date. This is in order to
progress towards their adoption as Supplementary Planning Documents.
Supplementary Planning Documents provide more detailed advice or
guidance on the implementation of policies and proposals in the Local
Plan. Whilst Supplementary Planning Documents are non-statutory,
they are material considerations when assessing planning applications.
The relevant documents and the consultation survey form can be
found online at www.gravesham.gov.uk/conservationappraisals.
To let Gravesham Borough Council know your views, please complete the online survey, or you can pick up a paper survey form from
the Civic Centre or from local libraries.
The consultation runs for four weeks from 21st March to 17th April
2014.
Clean For The Queen Volunteer Litter Patrol Success
36 Volunteers turned out to 'Clean for the Queen' on Saturday 5th
March, collecting 60 bags of litter from the streets of Shorne!
Starting out from the Village Hall, the yellow-vested volunteers
fanned out across the parish, reaching out as far as Green Farm Lane
to the north, Pear Tree Lane to the east, Brewers Road to the south,
and Shorne Ifield Road to the west, and combing all the streets in be3

tween. The litter patrol had been kick-started a few days earlier by
Barbara Millatt who couldn't make it on the Saturday, so she cleaned
up most of The Ridgeway and Brewers Road earlier in the week, collecting 3 sacks of litter on her own.
Over in Shorne Ifield Road, Jeff and Sally Wright, assisted by Russell
Cooper, rolled up their sleeves and turned the litter patrol into a full
scale fly-tipping clearance operation, clambering down the banks and
removing around 40 car tyres, dumped fridges, furniture, and general
rubbish, before carefully stacking it up for easy collection by
Gravesham Borough Council.
Organiser Bob Lane said, "Last March we managed to get 9 volunteers
to join in for National Clear Up Day. In our October litter patrol, we
doubled this to 18 volunteers. This time we managed to double it
again and had 36 volunteers on the day, a tremendous response from
the village. Whether this was a display of loyalty to Her Majesty, or a
demonstration of our defiance to the Lower Thames Crossing proposals, I couldn't say. But it clearly goes to show how proud we are of
our village and how determined we are to protect our environment."
Bob Lane
Shorne Parish Council

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL AGM
THE AGM of SHORNE VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT WILL
TAKE PLACE IN THE LARGE HALL OF SHORNE VILLAGE
HALL ON TUESDAY, 19 APRIL 2016 AT 7.30 PM.
ALL RESIDENTS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND AS WELL AS
MEMBERS FROM THE VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS.
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THE CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL,
SHORNE
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
MONDAY 25th APRIL 2016
07.30pm
THE VILLAGE HALL, SHORNE

Meopham & District R.N.L.I.
Spring Coffee Morning
Wednesday 6th April at 10.30am.
Cricket Pavilion, Meopham Green. DA13 0EY
Souvenirs, Home-made produce, Raffle etc.
Entry £1, including coffee or tea.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Northfleet’s Secret History –(Illustrated talk)
On: Monday 18th April 2016
Speaker: Christoph Bull
At: Reliance Restaurant, Queen Street, Gravesend
Begins: 6pm with fish and chip supper followed by the talk
Cost: £14 – booking essential via Reliance Restaurant 01474 533593
Maritime Gravesend – guided historical walk
On: Friday 20th May 2016
Guide: Christoph Bull
Meet: Clarendon Royal Hotel, Royal Pier Road, Gravesend
Begins: 6pm with the tour, then two course meal with tea/coffee at the Clarendon
Royal Hotel afterwards
Cost: £20 – booking essential via Royal Clarendon Hotel on 01474 362221
Circular walk from Meopham Green to Great Buckland.
Sunday 5th June 2016
Meet: 2.30pm at Meopham Green (War Memorial)
Leader: Derek Gray 01474 363024
Free event – Gravesend Historical Society Footpaths Committee – open to all.
Circular Evening walk from Clayne Lane Woods to Jeskyns, Cobham
Monday 20th June 2016
Meet: 7pm corner of Astra Drive and Michael Gardens
Leader: Peter Willis 01474 534889
Free event – Gravesend Historical Society Footpaths Committee – open to all.
Chalk Village – guided historical walk
On: Sunday 26th June 2016
Guide: Christoph Bull
Meet: Corner of Dering Way/Lion Roundabout, Chalk
Begins: 2.30pm and finishes with a Cream Tea at Chalk Village Tea Rooms, Lower
Higham Road, Chalk
Cost: £10 – booking essential via Chalk Village Tea Rooms on 07948794437
The only one that got away- amazing story of the only German POW to ever
escape the UK – from Gravesend- (Illustrated talk)
On: Monday 27th June 2016
Speaker: Christoph Bull
At: Reliance Restaurant, Queen Street, Gravesend
Begins: 6pm with fish and chip supper followed by the talk
Cost: £14 – booking essential via Reliance Restaurant 01474 533593
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Shorne Cottage Garden Society

Spring Show
Shorne Village Hall
Saturday 9th April 2016
Door Open 2.45 pm
Over 60 classes of exhibits
100s of entries – Cookery, Plants, Vegetables, Crafts
Plant stall
Raffle
Cream Teas
Entry Free
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Guide Communicator Support Worker Vacancy
Kent Association for the Blind (KAB) is a charity that provides a comprehensive rehabilitation service to sight and hearing impaired people
of all ages and abilities across Kent.
We currently have various opportunities around Shorne and the surrounding areas for enthusiastic, reliable, motivated and caring individuals to provide support on a 1 to 1 basis to clients who have a sight loss
or dual sensory impairment.
The hours of work are flexible and can vary dependent on demand.
The role of the Guide Communicator aims to support people in overcoming the restrictions and barriers they experience due to their sensory impairment. Key areas of support are communication, access to information, and mobility. Examples of typical support include: enabling
weekly shopping and leisure activities; dealing with written and telephone correspondence and attending medical appointments.
Support is provided in various locations including a person’s home, the
community and in residential settings; to enable service users to remain
as independent as possible. The ideal candidate will have good and
clear verbal communication skills; have the ability to work confidently
using their own initiative and be empathetic to quickly adapt to new
clients. It is essential that the successful candidate holds a full driving
license and has the use of a car. No personal or domestic care is involved in this role. Full training provided.
Salary £8.25ph. Please visit www.kab.org.uk or contact Katy
Wright on 01622 691357 for more information and to apply.
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Spring Quiet
Gone were but the Winter,
Come were but the Spring,
I would go to a covert
Where the birds sing.

Where in the whitethom
Singeth a thrush,
And a robin sings
In the holly-bush.
Full of fresh scents
Are the budding boughs
Arching high over
A cool green house:
Full of sweet scents,
And whispering air
Which sayeth softly:
“We spread no snare;
“Here dwell in safety,
Here dwell alone,
With a clear stream
And a mossy stone.
“Here the sun shineth
Most shadily;
Here is heard an echo
Of the far sea,
Though far off it be.”
Christina Rossetti ( from Verses, 1847)
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March meeting
At the March Meeting of Shorne and Thong W. I. President
Julie introduced our speaker, Mr. Brian Joyce. His Talk was
about Prostitution in the Medway Towns during the Victorian
era.
In plays written about some of the well- known "ladies " of that
time, they are portrayed as young and pretty. The reality was very different as they
were mostly middle aged and anything but attractive. The Chatham area had an abundance of young men at that time, with the Navy, the Dockyard and the Army, so it
became a magnet for prostitutes. There were also male prostitutes, but they scarcely
got a mention. Chatham had the greatest number of public houses anywhere in England in the 1800's and they became the haunt of prostitutes. In 1864 the Medway
Towns were licensed for prostitution. Mr. Joyce has done considerable research on the
subject and has discovered that in areas like the Lancashire Mill Towns, where men
worked very long hours of hard physical work, prostitution rarely occurred. One of
the problems was that only 6 % of soldiers were allowed to marry, so they were looking for entertainment. A hall was provided with some home comforts and also a
snooker table, but as no alcohol was allowed it was not a popular alternative. Another
problem in Chatham was the Town only provided 12 policemen, whereas in Rochester the City Fathers paid for 30 police, who stamped down on bad behaviour.

Another difficulty in the Medway towns was the lack of employment for women. It
was not a wealthy district, so there was no upper class to employ women as domestic
servants. Dressmakers and milliners were very poorly paid. For instance, it took 4
hours to make a sailors shirt but they sold for just 5 old pennies, and any work for
women in the Dock yard was given to women who were widows of dockyard workers.
Any women who were found to have V D were taken to St, Barts Hospital for treatment. This was rather brutal and the women made such a noise that the hospital could
not cope, and the government had to build an 80 bed hospital in Chatham to treat
them. Men of course, were not examined!
Catrin thanked Brian Joyce for his very informative talk.
After a break for tea, President Julie continued with the business of the day.
Happy Birthdays were wished to Maggie, Beryl, Wendy and Ros. Invitations were
received to attend Meopham WI’s Birthday party and visitors were asked to wear red,
white and blue. Istead Rise invited us to a social evening and the District Whist drive
will take place on July 20th.
On May 24th, we will be hosting the District Ramble. This will take place in Shorne
Country Park. The Book Club will meet at the home of Pearl Davis on March 18th.
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Members discussed the Lower Thames Crossing and the devastating effect that it will
have on our lovely village. We were all urged to write with our views to the relevant
authorities.
President Julie then closed the meeting.
Valerie Martin.

Future Meetings:

2016
April 7th
JOYCE GREEN AND THE RIVER HOSPITALS- Fran Payne
May 5th
ANNUAL MEETING

Shorne Cottage Garden Society
On Saturday 9th April we will be holding our Spring Show at 2.45pm in the
Village Hall. This is usually our biggest show with over 60 classes in the
cookery, flowers, vegetable and craft sections and in terms of entries, so well
worth seeing. Entry is free. There is a large plant stall and a raffle as well.
Cream teas will also be available. Schedules outlining the categories and
entry forms have been distributed to members. Non members are welcome
to enter and enquiries can be made to the membership secretary below. Contributions to the plant stall are always welcome (contact Pauline Grace on
01474 822647).
It only costs £7.50 for a year’s membership of the Shorne Cottage Garden
Society and for that you get free entry to our four evening social events each
year, several newsletters and the chance to enter our three shows. Anyone
interested in joining who cannot make it to the Spring Show can ring our
membership secretary John Grace on 01474 822647 or email ShorneCGS@gmail.com.
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NORTHFLEET & DISTRICT MEN’S PROBUS CLUB
At our meeting on 23 February 2016, Sue Duckworth
gave an illustrated talk entitled, 'Romney Marsh
Churches', and concentrated on just four churches due
to time constraints. Sue is a registered guide for the S
& SE England, and gave a professional presentation
explaining that the churches in the area could often
accommodate a congregation of over 1000 people,
whereas the population of nearby villages was only
100 or so. This is thought to be because the Archbishop of Canterbury, being the head of the Church of England was in control of
the parishes. Smuggling was rife in the 1800's, with illegal alcohol frequently
concealed on church premises. Several churches have also benefitted financially from the media when they have been featured in a Great Expectations
or a Disney Production. This is a welcome source of income which helps to
maintain these historic buildings
At our meeting on 8 March 2016, the presentation was given by Ian Porter, a
respected historian and author, and entitled 'The Real Downton Abbey'. We
were given a fascinating insight into the lives of 'below stairs' staff at country
houses in bygone days and Ian drew comparisons with the make believe
world of 'Downton'. It was very hard being a servant. The white gloves worn
by servants were not only decorative but prevented the house owners from
seeing the poor state of the servants’ hands which was due to constant scrubbing and cleaning. In large country houses there was a huge hierarchy, and
you moved out of your accepted position at your peril! Very junior staff
could be dismissed merely for being seen by the master in the private sections
of the house. To supplement his income, the butler could sell the remains of
candles and corks to dealers, and the housekeeper often had an 'arrangement'
with food suppliers to assist her family budget. Altogether, a very hard existence.
At our meeting on the 22 March 2016, friend of the club, Chris Bull, gave a
talk entitled 'Our Thames' which will be reported in the next edition. The
club Spring break to Devon takes place 21-25 March 2016, and will also be
reported in the next edition.
Colin Fooks
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FUTURE MEETINGS
21-25 March 2016

SPRING BREAK TO DEVON

22 March 2016

OUR THAMES. SPEAKER: CHRIS
BULL

5 April 2016

SPRING LUNCHEON

19 April 2016

NEW FOREST & ISLE OF WIGHT.
A SLIDE SHOW OF THE AREA.
SPEAKER: ROY WINTER

3 May 2016

GREAT WEDDINGS. (LADIES INVITATION MEETING) SPEAKER:
HAROLD CRASK

Any semi or retired men interested, may come along to Shorne Village Hall,
between 10am and noon, at any of our regular meetings, and join the members of this friendly group, by arrangement with club secretary, Tony Weller,
on 01474 560230. For general PROBUS information visit
www.shornevillagehall.org under the heading of 'Regular Users’
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Notes from the Choir Vestry
Notes from the Choir Vestry
It was lovely to see so many children at our Mothering Sunday service on 6th March at Shorne Primary School. Together, and with some help from
our regular choir, they performed the song ‘He came down so we might
have love’, a traditional song from the Cameroon, along with some
suitable actions. These involved jumping for joy at one point – something that the adults found rather more difficult than the children! The
service also included children’s readings and prayers and ended with
the traditional distribution of posies of flowers to all the ladies in the
congregation.
Our next All Age Worship service will be held in Church on Sunday
3rd April, and includes a Baptism. The service will be led by the Rev
Paul Longbottom . We’re planning to perform ‘He came down’ again
– hopefully with even more children in our congregation!
Our main church choir continues to be busily occupied with learning
new hymns and songs and is looking forward to celebrating the next
church Festival – Pentecost in mid May.
For more information about Shorne Church Choir please contact me on
824177 or email ramoore@btinternet.com .
Rosemary Moore
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Shorne Flower Arrangers 2016 Programme.
April 28th will be a demonstration by committee
member. Each committee member will be doing a
small demonstration to show different styles of floral art.
May 26th.

Guided Practical.

June 30th.

Demonstration by Iris Shaw. Kent Area
Demonstrator.

July 28th.

Club Golden Anniversary Celebration.

August 25th.

Guided “Imposed” Practical. All components
supplied by the club.

September 29th.

Guided Practical.

October 27th.

Club AGM followed by a Harvest Supper.

November 24th.

“Jingle Bells” a Christmas themed Competition

Shorne Flower Arrangers meet on the last Thursday of each month except December. Our club presents a programme of workshops and
demonstrations in a very informal and friendly atmosphere. Visitors
are always made very welcome, entry £3 with tea/coffee for free. The
club provides an opportunity for people to be creative and make
friends. You don’t have to have any previous knowledge of flower arranging, there is always someone who will guide you along the way.
Come along, we meet at 7 30pm for 8 00pm start. Further information
about Shorne Flower Arrangers can be obtained from our Chairman,
Linda Hutcheon, 01634 325540 or the club secretary, Mavis Jones on
01474 355386.
Arthur Clatworthy
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St Peter and St Paul Church
Sidespersons’ and Wardens’ Rota
April 2016
Date

Time

03 April

08.00am

Andrew Moffat

Angela Pay

10.00am

Jaqui Olid

Mark Bottomley

08.00am

Betty Lennard

10.00am

Moira Crawford
Sandy Cackett

08.00am

Maggie Harris

Julie Aspinall

10.00am

Juliet Theobald

Angela Purdy

08.00am

Graham Lewis

Pat Lewis

10.00am

Jaqui Olid

Elaine Rothwell

10 April

17 April

24 April

Warden

Sidesperson

Ian Craig

Service
Holy Communion
All Age Worship/
Baptism
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Simplified Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

THE CHURCH IS OPEN ON SATURDAYS
Until now the church (St Peter & St Paul off Butchers Hill) has been
locked between services. It is now open on Saturdays from 10 am to 4
pm except when it is being used for services such as weddings. We
hope this will give parishioners, and visitors from outside the village,
an opportunity to use it for private prayer and devotion and also to look
round our ancient church. There is a free guide leaflet available in the
church and a more detailed guide book and history which you can buy.
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Church Services in Shorne
Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne

SUNDAYS

8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Pr ayer )
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion. The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all
the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
17

SHORNARA

Shorne Active Retirement Association
April 2016
Short Mat Bowls
Wednesday 6,13, 20 and 27 April in the Village Hall
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
Ten Pin Bowling
Friday 15 and 29 April at 1.15 for 1.30pm at AMF Bowling Gr avesend
Contact Audrey Dinnis 01474 824006.
Theatre Trip
Tuesday 19 April - Beautiful - The Carole King Musical at the Aldwych
Theatre.
Contact Richard Waters 01474 560401.
Main Meeting
Tuesday 26 April at 2.15pm (please note later time) in the Village Hall.
Wilf Lower who has a wide background of knowledge of entertainment will
take us Behind the Scenes of Television's Golden Years.
Walk
Wednesday 27 April at 10.00am - Bluebell Hill Picnic Area
Meet at Picnic Area, Common Lane, Chatham, ME5 9RJ. A varied walk
through bluebell woods and fields, passing the Neolithic burial sites of Kit's
Coty and the White Horse. Walk includes a steep descent and an ascent at
end, all rewarded with fine views - 4.5 miles which should take 2.5 hours.
Contact Ann/Peter Green on 01634 718895.
Tea Dance
Thursday 28 April at 2.00pm in the Village Hall
(see separate item for full details).

If you would like to become a member of ShornARA please contact our
Membership Secretary Andrea Brickell on 01474 746606.

18

********************

It's Spring!
Dance your way to fitness and new friends.
Join us at Shorne Village Hall
on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
for Ballroom, Latin and Sequence Dancing to great music.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced dancer
we have something for everyone.
Admission £4.00 including tea, biscuits and free raffle.
Next Dance 28 April 2016
*******************
Church Cleaning Rota
APRIL

MAY

2

Claire, Julie

7

Angela, Elaine, Valerie

9

Angela, Elaine, Valerie

14

Penny

16

Penny

21

Dennis, Isabel

23

Dennis, Isabel

28

Claire, Julie

30

Claire, Julie
Brass cleaning:
Dennis & Isabel

Brass cleaning:
Sandy & Valerie
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April 2016
Fri 1st

day

London) STAGES. City and Village Tour: Secrets of
Scotland Yard.

Tues 5th

10.00

(Village Hall) PROBUS. Spring Luncheon.

Wed 6th

evening (Kempton Park) STAGES. Twilight Racing.

Thurs 7th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) Shorne WI. ‘Joyce Green and the River
Hospitals’ – speaker, Fran Payne.

Sat 9th

3.00pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society. Spring
Show

Tues 12th
.
Thurs 14th

evening (London) STAGES. The Last Tango: V incent and Flavia
7.00pm

(Village Hall) STAGES. Monthly meeting + ‘The Med
way Queen’ – speakers Mark and Pam Bathurst.

Thurs 21st

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘The
Politeness of Princes: the reality of Medieval etiquette
and manners’ – speaker, Imogen Corrigan

evening (Apollo Theatre). STAGES. Theatre visit, Nell Gwynn
Thurs 28th

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Demonstration
by members of the Committee.
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May 2016
Thurs 5th

2.00pm

(Village Hall). Shorne WI. Annual Meeting.

Mon 9th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) STAGES. Monthly meeting: Cream tea –
café style.

Thurs 26th

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers, Guided
practical.

Sat 28th –
Fri 3rd June

(Europe) STAGES Four Countries Carousel holiday.

Weekly throughout the year
Sundays

8.00am
& 10.00am

Mondays

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Slimming World.

Wednesdays

7.00pm

Village Hall) Shorne Short Mat Bowls
Club

Saturdays

10.00am
to 4.00pm

(Shorne Parish Church) Regular church
Services

Shorne Parish Church) Open to visitors
except when being used for weddings etc.

PLEASE NOTE:
For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using
the heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up
to a year ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue
and event title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s)
you will need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
March meeting
As promised, here is the latest news on our Capability Brown project.
Some pieces are finished, mounted on canvas and ready for display in
June at Leeds Castle. Others are well on the way, with a few finishing
touches to be added. There are a variety of styles of stitching, colours
and fabrics being used, making each piece truly unique. The pieces
from our branch members, along with those from the other two Embroiderers’ Guild Branches in Kent will be on display at Leeds Castle
during the month of June. During the weekend of the 4th and 5th June
we will be at Leeds Castle holding demonstrations.
Our speaker this month was Janet Crowther. Her theme was “Colour
for Stitch” and we were able to see a selection of pieces Janet had
brought along to illustrate how she uses colour themes, tones and a
highlight colour in her work to make pieces “zing”. One piece was a
seaside picture. Janet made her own felt. Seagulls were added and then
embellished with stitching. Beach hut doors illustrated how using a
limited pallet of colours and layering the selected toned colours can
prove effective. Texture can be created by machine stitching, especially
in backgrounds. We very much enjoyed the talk and viewing the many
pieces Janet showed us.
Our next meeting will be on Saturday 16th April when we will be sitting and stitching. Bring along a piece of your own work and join us.
Visitors are very welcome from 2pm at: The Community Room,
Gravesend Library, Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost
for visitors is £4.00 for each of the first two visits. Visit our website,
www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk, for information on our branch and
our meeting programme, or contact 01474 324734.
Evelyn Noble
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STAGES

(Shorne Theatre Appreciation & Group Entertainment Society)

STAGES Diary for April
Another full calendar of events for our members through April.

Friday 1 April

City & Village: Secrets of Scotland
Yard

Wednesday 6 April

Twilight Racing at Kempton Park

Tuesday 12 April

The Last Tango: Vincent and Fla
via

Thursday 14 April

Main Meeting, Shorne Village Hall
at 7 pm

Thursday 21 April

Nell Gwynn

If you would like to become a member, then renewals of membership
or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12)
who must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of
any age, are welcome at any of our Main Meetings, as advertised
above. Alternatively, telephone Adrienne, our Membership Secretary,
on 01474 822875, or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com. Copies of
our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from early each
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Shorne Brickfields
We tend to think of Shorne over the past four or five hundred years as an agricultural parish, which of course essentially it was, with most of the men and
children working on farms and in the woods owned by local landowners, particularly the Darnley family. Some men, and many women and girls will also
have worked in domestic service in some of the big local houses, for example
Court Lodge and Pipes Place, and of course in ‘the big house’ - Cobham Hall.
This was true, but there were also some important local industries in the parish, particularly leather tanning, glove making and brickmaking.
Long-time residents of Shorne will remember the brickfield at Park Pale, near
to the road that now crosses the A2 leading to the Rochester and Cobham Golf
Club. Although this brickfield has not been productive within living memory,
older residents still remember the clay-workings and the remains of the
brickfield buildings. These were buried under the A2 when it was widened in
1965/66.
There were at one time two brickfields in Shorne – the older of the two at the
far end of Swillers Lane, and the newer at Park Pale. These brickfields made
many of the bricks for local buildings, and in particular for Cobham Hall. It is
not clear who owned the older brickfield, but the one at Park Pale was certainly owned by the Earl of Darnley.
Throughout the existence of the brickworks, brickmaking in Shorne was dominated by two families, the Welchs and the Rummerys.
Stephen Welch was a brick-maker living in Hadlow, Kent in 1753. It seems
that he ran a one-man brickmaking business there, possibly having learned his
skills from his father and grandfather. He was poor, and his business was not
sufficient to support him and his family, so he received poor relief from the
Parish. He died in Hadlow in 1806, but not before passing on his skills to his
sons, one of whom, Nicholas Welch, had already moved to Shorne to set up in
business for himself.
It is not clear whether there was already a brickworks in Swillers Lane before
Nicholas arrived, but we have no records of one existing. However, at that
time there were small brickworks to be found in most communities that had
clay readily available locally, so it is possible. Brickmaking at that time was
not on the scale that we see today. Brickfields were generally small, and
brickmaking was often literally a ‘cottage industry’.
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The earliest mention we have of brickmaking taking place industrially in
Shorne is of Nicholas supplying bricks for Cobham Hall in 1789, ‘for the
foundations of the walls of the hot house and back sheds’. The Cobham Hall
Estate papers tell us that Nicholas was supplying bricks to them from the
Swillers Lane brickworks from 1789 up to at least 1821. The records record
the Swillers Lane works as being ‘in the Willow Meads’. In 1792 records
show that this brickworks supplied Cobham Hall with over 100,000 bricks to
build its ice house, Green Farm with bricks to build a barn, and West Court
Farm to build a new granary. It is also of course likely that any brick-built
houses constructed in Shorne during this period were built with locally
sourced bricks. This seems to have been the heyday of brickmaking in
Shorne, but we do not know how many local people were at that time employed in the industry.
In 1821 the business was taken over by Nicholas’s nephew Stephen Welch.
The census returns between 1841 and 1911 take up the story where the records of Cobham Hall and the Welch family leave off.
The 1841 census records Stephen’s brother Thomas Welch (brick-maker), his
wife Mary and his six children living in the lower part of Shorne Street (now
known as Forge Lane), probably where St Katherine’s Cottages are now,
close to the W illow Meads brickfield. William Friday, living nearby is also
listed as a brick-maker, as is William Sayer as a ‘tile-maker’ – probably also
working at the Willow Meads brickfield.
In 1841 Stephen is recorded with his family as now being at the ‘new brickworks’ at Park Pale. Shorne now has two brickworks operating at the same
time, and run by the same family.
In 1851 Stephen at Park Pale has another brick-maker, William Byford, living with him. A third family, headed by William Rummery (described as a
brickfield labourer, aged 35), his wife and three children, are recorded as living on the Ridgeway, three doors away from ‘the grocer’s shop’. Because of
his proximity to Park Pale it would seem that William Rummery was working for Stephen. Thomas’s address, still close to the Forge, is recorded as
‘Brickfield House’, which suggests that the ‘Willow Meads’ brickfield is still
producing, although probably not as productive as the ‘new’ brickfield at
Park Pale.
In 1861 Thomas Welch, his son George and the remainder of Thomas’s fami25

ly was now living in Ivy Cottages, at the end of Swillers Lane. William
Istobee aged 48 is living in Shorne Street as a lodger, and he too is described
as a ‘brick-maker’, one assumes working for Thomas at W illow Meads, suggesting that the older brickfield is still in operation.
Stephen Welch and William Byford (both described as ‘brickmakers’) together with their wives, are now recorded as living at Park Pale, in ‘Brickfield
Cottage’ between Boghurst Cottage and Park Pale Farm. William Rummery,
still described as a brickfield labourer, together with his family, including his
son (also named William - aged 15), also described as a brickfield labourer,
are still living at the same address as ten years previously on The Ridgeway.
George Page (aged 21), also a brickfield labourer, is a lodger in Mill Hill Cottages – he could easily of course have worked at either brickfield.
The W illow Meads business seems to have finally disappeared after 1861, due
not only to the production at Park Pale, but also to better communications
(canals and railways) making it easier to move bricks around the country, and
older brickfields becoming unprofitable.
By 1871 it is William Rummery (age 50) and his son William Rummery Junior (age 25) who ar e living at Br ickfield Cottage, Par k Pale, now listed as
‘brick-makers’. The only other ‘brick-maker’ listed in the Parish is John Swan
aged 54, lodging at Butcher’s Hill. Thomas Welch (now aged 69) is retired
and back in ‘Smith Street’ (previously Shorne Street, now Forge Lane), living
with his sons George (aged 29, agricultural labourer) and Stephen (aged 17,
gardener). Stephen Welch (who would now be 75 if still alive) and William
Byford (who would only be 29) are not to be found in the Shorne census.
In 1881 the two William Rummery’s (aged 64 and 34) together with Henry
Rummery (age 26) ar e the only ‘brick-makers’ to be found in the census,
and living at ‘the brickfield’ at Park Pale.
In 1891 William Junior and Henry Rummery are the only two brick-makers
listed, at Brickfield Cottages (note the final ‘s’ – were there now two cottages
there?), Park Pale.
Both the 1901 and 1911 censuses show no trace of either a brickfield or of
any brick-makers in the parish. We can therefore assume that brickmaking in
Shorne died out altogether as a local industry in the 1890s.
Commercial brickmaking in Shorne therefore seemed to last approximately
120 years, between about 1785 and 1895, began and run for much of that time
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by the Welch, and latterly by the Rummery families. It is likely that the
bricks made here were not of the best quality, and probably mainly used for
footings and commercial buildings. It is also of course likely that many of the
houses built or repaired in the parish in the 19th century have some local
bricks in them – my house certainly has some very misshapen bricks! It
would seem that the Shorne brickfields were never commercially viable on a
large scale, and essentially served the needs of the Cobham Hall estate and
local builders.
The Thames/Medway canal opened fully in 1824 (see Shorne Parish Magazine, ‘Shorne Canal’, March 2011) and the railway line between Gravesend
and Rochester in 1846. Easily available, cheaper and better quality bricks
delivered from further afield would have over time killed off our local industry. ‘Our’ brickmakers had important skills, and were obviously very important members of the local community. They were however, never rich.
There are still some remains of the W illow Meads buildings, including kilns,
in the fields at the end of Swillers Lane. These are likely to disappear if the
proposed Lower Thames Crossing, Eastern Southern Link (ESL) is built!
My thanks go to Robert Hulland-Rumley who initially drew my attention to
his ancestors and their connection to Shorne, and to Dawn Norman (née
Welch) who provided me with important parts of her family history.
Ian Craig

Shorne Local History Group
Our next, and final meeting of our current programme is on Thursday 21 April where
our speaker, Imogen Corrigan will talk about The Politeness of Princes – the Reality
of Mediaeval Etiquette and Manners. Imogen is well known to us as one of our
favourite speakers. The meeting will take place at 7.30pm in Shorne Village Hall,
will last just over an hour, and end with tea/coffee and biscuits. It is open to everybody – just come along. Visitor s can attend single meetings for just £3.
Our new programme for 2016/17 begins in October – more details will be published
over the Summer.
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Debbie Crumpton Bsc (Hons) Ost, DO
Registered Osteopath
Feeling stiff and achy all over?
Have osteoarthritis?
Got an injury that wont go away?
Need some body maintenance?
Book now and see your local musculoskeletal specialists
Osteopaths Debbie & Shelley, or Sports Therapist Nicki
01322 864499 or 07545 642223
The Mill Clinic
Horton Road,
South Darenth,
Dartford DA4 9LW
Open Monday to Saturday

ifo@osteopath4all.co.uk
www.osteopath4all.co.uk
www.themillclinic.co.uk

YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift
& Body Toning

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions
∙ Home & Small Business Support.
∙ Specialist in tutoring ’Silver Surfers’

∙
∙
∙
∙

Virus protection and Computer Security Advice.
Cloud storage, Home Network.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000.
No job too small.

Call: Ali M eherali, Racefield Cottage, W oodlands Lane,
Shorne, Kent DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138.
Mob: 07941 540534.
E-mail: rg.meherali@gmail.com
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177

Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties
and other family celebrations.

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS

D J HAIR

Building Contractor
Established 1969

Bridleway, Burdett Avenue
Lower Shorne, Kent, DA12 3HP
TEL: 01474 822623
Mobile: 07850 726871 David Hair
07903 197609 Harry Underwood
Email: David.hair@virgin.net

2PG
332849

Carpentry & Joinery
Extensions
Conversions
Roofing
Painting & Decorating
Block Paving
All Property Maintenance
Structural Alterations
Conservatories
Orangeries

FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
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Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY

Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

JPM

Rose and Crown

Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne
Traditional home cooked pub food using
locally sourced produce.
Two course lunch for the over 60s on
Thursdays £7.95
Sunday lunch 12-4pm £9.95
Real Ales & Fine Wines
Dogs, kids & wellies welcome
Disabled access
For bookings tel: 01474 822373

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.
Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.
Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk
Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK

“Happy Feet Are Healthy Feet”
Visit your local friendly Registered Podiatrist Atty
Get help for foot pain, hard skin and corns, fungal nails, verrucae, ingrowing nails, diabetic
foot management…hopefully you wont have them all at once!

The Mill Clinic
Horton Road,
South Darenth,
Dartford DA4 9LW

Call now to book an appointment
01322 864499
E-mail: info@themillclinic.co.uk
www.themillclinic.co.uk

Open Monday to Saturday
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH

*Terms & Conditions apply

IMPERIAL WINDOWS

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR SPECIALISTS
We repair UPVC & Aluminium Windows & Doors
Misted Units / Broken Glass / Emergency Boarding
Adjustments / Draughts / Leaks
Locks / Hinges / Handles / Restrictors
Patio Door Handles / Wheels
Reliable – Local Company – Established 1986
FREE QUOTATIONS

01474 824400 / 07770 761355
www.imperial-windows.co.uk
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DJS

Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100
Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

YOUR ADVERT
HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177

No :
130055

Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr Robin N. Theobald (Chairman)
Mr John R. Bugg (Vice Chairman)

823674
823642

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
shorne.parish@yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Leanne Hornby (Secretary)
leanneandpeter1@gmail.com

822272

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Julie Aspinall (President)
Secretaries:
Catrin Board & Maggie Harris

825046

Group Scout Leader

Mr Chris Zgoda
shorne.chris@btinternet.com

07921106122

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Beavers (Mon 6-7pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mr Alan Jarmyn

01634 710169
822991

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Linda Hutcheon (Chair)
Mrs Mavis Jones (Secretary)

01634 325540
355386

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
363285
Andrea Brickell (Membership secretary) 746606

Stages

Richard Moore (Chairman)

822848

823384

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

