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Dear Readers
It can be more or less guaranteed that if you have a
group of people meeting together, one of the topics of
conversation will be the weather! We British are known
around the world as being obsessed with this subject.

In countries where the weather is usually much the same
most of the time except for being a bit hotter, or cooler,
or wetter, our fixation with the weather must seem
strange. Living in a country where it is always warm,
warmer or hot is easy as only one type of clothing is
needed although trying to buy summer clothing during
our winter months in Dubai is difficult—the shops are
full of tweed skirts and thick sweaters! In Malaysia,
where it is hot and humid most of the time, it rains for a
little most days with occasional heavy downpours. The
rule was to always carry an umbrella. The weather was
hardly mentioned in conversation in these places. For us
here, it is the uncertainty of what we will wake up to
each morning that leads to our obsession.
We seem to hear about a sensational weather event almost every day at the moment whether it is the dreadful
floods over Christmas, the tremendous amount of snow
falling recently along the east coast of the USA or the
lack of rain in Africa and the Middle East.
Fingers crossed that here we escape such extremes. The
ground may be saturated but we can still delight in our
surroundings. There is a chance for everyone to enjoy
and beautify the area around the parish. See Bob Lane’s
article about how we can work together to clear rubbish
and also renovate the lovely orchard at Crabbles Bottom. Weather permitting, of course.
Kind regards,
Sue Muckley

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
February 2016
LOWER THAMES CROSSING – DECISION TIME LOOMING
In July last year, the Secretary of State for Transport instructed Highways England to develop and assess the route options at the two remaining locations, Option A at Dartford, and Option C east of Gravesend, before recommending the preferred site of the new Thames crossing. Their decision is due to be announced imminently, followed by a
short consultation period.
Option A is for another bridge at Dartford, adjacent to the existing
crossing. This is by far the cheapest and simplest option.
The original plan for Option C (C1) is for a dual carriageway running
from a new interchange stretching from the A2 just east of the Inn on
the Lake to the M2. The western link roads would run through Shorne
Woods Country Park and parallel to Brewers Road. The eastern link
roads would run through Brewers Wood, crossing Brewers Road near
the junction with Woodlands Lane, before joining up with the western
link roads on the site of the fields just south of Shorne Church. The
dual carriageway would then cross Shorne Ifield Road between Shorne
Hill and Ifield Farm, through farmland alongside Muggins Lane, before crossing the A226 just to the west of Chalk Church, and on to a
new bridge or tunnels at Eastcourt Marshes.
KCC has proposed an alternate route for Option C, designated Option
C2, which moves the interchange further west along the A2, extending
from Halfpence Lane to Gravesend East. The link roads would merge
behind Cheneys Farm and Westwood Farm in Thong, crossing Thong
Lane at the site of Hartshill Nursery, then across farmland and Southern Valley Golf Course, before crossing the A226 just to the west of
Chalk Church. The KCC variant provides for longer tunnels at
Eastcourt Marshes.
Maps of both the Option C routes can be found on the Parish Council
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website. Either of these routes would have a devastating impact on
Shorne, particularly the original proposed route.
As soon as the recommendations are published, the Parish Council
intends to call a public meeting to review the implications to Shorne.
We would call on all residents of the Parish to respond to the consultation, whichever option is chosen. Even if the r ecommendation is for a bridge at Dartford, we will be up against strong opposition
from KCC, Ebbsfleet Development Corporation, the Freight Transport
Association, and the South East Local Enterprise Partnership, all of
which will be campaigning to reverse the decision and to build the
new crossing in our neighbourhood.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION REVIEW
It was intended to report on the outcome of the Local Government
Electoral Boundary Review for Kent, and how this impacts on Shorne,
in this edition of the parish magazine. However, publication of the
report has been put back a week until 26th January, after the magazine
goes to print. A summary of the report will therefore be included in
the March edition.
CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN – SATURDAY 5th MARCH
Last year, volunteers collected over 50 sacks of litter from the streets
of Shorne. This year, we will be carrying out another Volunteer Litter
Patrol on Saturday 5th March, to coincide with the national “Clean
for the Queen” campaign taking place throughout the UK over that
weekend, in preparation for the Queen’s 90th birthday.
Litter Patrols are not hard work, in fact most participants find them
very enjoyable. Our Litter Patrols generally last about 2 hours, working in small teams of 2 to 4 people, and where possible we try to allocate you to a team in your own neighbourhood.
We will meet at the Village Hall Car Park from 09.45, ready for a
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10.00 start, and we expect to be finished by midday. Hi-Viz vests, litter pickers, and rubbish sacks will be provided, but please bring your
own gloves.
If you are interested in joining us for our ‘Clean for the Queen’ litter
patrol, please contact Bob Lane on 01474 822680, or email
shorne.volunteers@gmx.co.uk for further information.
GET INVOLVED AT CRABBLES BOTTOM – 13th FEBRUARY
and 19th MARCH
Did you know that the Parish owns about 27 acres of woodland and
open meadow between Crutches Lane and the end of Bowesden Lane,
bounded by Footpath NS321 and the bridleway beside the Wainscott
Bypass? It includes some ancient but rather neglected Bramley apple
trees, some mixed hazel coppice, and some meadow areas.
The area has a footpath running through it, and the Parish Council has
already cleared the path and the area beneath the apple trees. We
would like to develop the area as an amenity for the Parish, perhaps
pruning the old apple trees and planting new ones, and clearing gaps to
connect the meadows so that they too can be mown. To this end we
need some energetic volunteers!
The first task will be to clear some small trees and bushes to provide
easy access between the meadows and, weather permitting, it is proposed to do this on Saturday February 13th, meeting at the layby in
Crutches lane at 10:30am. Tools will be provided, but please bring
thick gloves, boots, and old, warm clothes.
The second task will be to do some work on the orchard, perhaps planting some new trees, so bring a spade! This will start at 10.30am on
Saturday March 19th, again weather permitting.
If you would like to join in, or would like some further information,
please contact Martin Redfern at meredfern@btinternet.com.
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CHESTNUT GREEN CHOPPED
In November 2015, KCC were requested to cut back the basal growth,
ie the bushy growth at the base of some of the chestnut trees at Chestnut Green, and remove any dead wood. However, we were shocked to
discover that they have severely lopped one of the trees. The Parish
Council has asked KCC for an urgent explanation for this apparent
transgression.
Bob Lane
Shorne Parish Council

Gardening Courses
Millbrook Garden Centre is running the following courses this Spring:
Thursday 7 January – 10.30am

Growing Plants from Seed

Thursday 4 February – 10.30am

Caring for our Feathered Friends

Thursday 3 March – 10.30am

65 Years in Horticulture with Jim
Buttress

Thursday 7 April – 10.30am

Growing Amazing Alpines

Thursday 5 May – 10.30am

Mediterranean Summer Planting

Thursday 2 June – 10.30am

Pests, Diseases and Beasties

Sessions cost £7.50 per person and include refreshments. Contact Millbrook Garden
Centre if you are interested.
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SAY NO TO A NEW THAMES CROSSING EAST OF GRAVESEND
On 12th January, abridge2far wrote to the Secretary of State for Transport,
urging him to consider the irreversible adverse impact that a new Lower
Thames Crossing east of Gravesend would have on the environment and on
the lives of many thousands of residents in Kent and Essex, and to put the
health and continued wellbeing of the community before the commercial interests of business organisations.
The letter pointed out that the root cause of the congestion at Dartford is the
inherent restrictive design of the tunnels themselves, and need for frequent
closures to allow large vehicles and hazardous freight to be escorted through
the tunnels. It is exacerbated by the funnelling effect of traffic merging from
junction 1A just 500 metres from the tunnel entrances.
The solution to this problem is clearly demonstrated by the fact that the
bridge which carries traffic from Essex into Kent suffers no such delays or
congestion – it is the tunnels themselves that are causing the congestion. This
major bottleneck on the M25 orbital motorway at Dartford will not go away,
and we believe that the problem can only be properly addressed by building a
new northbound bridge on the M25 at Dartford to overcome the inherent restrictions.
We do not believe that a new crossing east of Gravesend would address these
underlying issues. Traffic using the M25 orbital motorway will not detour 11
miles further east. Even if a new crossing was built here, the restrictions and
frequent tunnel closures at Dartford would continue and there would still be a
need for a new bridge at Dartford to relieve the ongoing congestion.
A new crossing east of Gravesend would cut a swathe through the Green
Belt, and cause irreparable damage to the countryside in Kent and Essex. It
would require major new road infrastructure, including a 20km link road between the A2/M2 and the M25 in Essex, and the widening of the A229, together with new junctions at the top and bottom of Bluebell Hill.
We have a great deal of sympathy for the residents in Dartford who are suffering from pollution caused by the congestion on the tunnel approaches.
However, building a new crossing east of Gravesend will not solve the problem, since the Dartford crossing will still be there, as will the congestion on
the tunnel approaches. All it will do is spread the misery and pollution to
thousands more people in areas not currently affected. We believe that the
best solution would be to address the tunnel restrictions by building a new
bridge at Dartford, thereby getting the traffic moving and leading to a mas6

sive reduction in pollution.
At just £1.25 billion, not only is Option A the cheapest option by far, requiring just a single bridge and minimal alterations to the existing infrastructure, it
is the only option that will serve the M25 primary route and address the root
cause of the problems at the Dartford crossing.
The cost of Option C and the associated infrastructure is likely to be in excess
of £5.0 billion, and yet it will not address the issues at Dartford. The financial
‘benefits’ put forward to justify this additional expenditure are subjective and
largely hypothetical wishful thinking, and do not support the building of a
new crossing east of Gravesend. The majority of the financial benefits to the
UK economy as a whole would be the same whichever option is chosen, so
there can be no justification for selecting the most expensive option.
Abridge2far believes that the only logical and economic solution is to authorise the building of an additional bridge at Dartford without any further delay.
It is the cheapest, quickest, and simplest solution, and will solve the congestion problems at Dartford at a stroke.
Conversely, a new Lower Thames Crossing east of Gravesend would cost up
to 4 times as much, spreading pollution, and causing irreparable environmental damage, without addressing the underlying problems at Dartford. All this
can be avoided by choosing to build a much cheaper and simpler single bridge
at Dartford, which would cause minimal disturbance, and will be required
sooner or later in any case.
In the longer term, we urged the Secretary of State to consider transferring
much of the cross channel freight traffic to rail. We are already seeing the
impact of increasing volumes of HGVs using Dover and the Channel Tunnel,
with HGVs having to park up all over Kent. Unless a significant proportion
of this ever-increasing traffic is transferred to rail, this situation will only get
worse, and Operation Stack will become the norm rather than the exception.
The Government is due to publish its decision shortly, followed by a consultation period. Abridge2far supports Gravesham Borough Council and Shorne
Parish Council in urging the residents of Shorne and the surrounding areas to
respond to the consultation and to make their opposition to Option C abundantly clear.

--------------

Abridge2far is a campaign set up in 2013 by a group of concerned residents in Shorne and
Chalk, to oppose proposals for a Lower Thames Crossing east of Gravesend. You can find us
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/abridge2far.co.uk, or contact us by email at
abridge2far@gmx.co.uk.
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December Meeting
In December we enjoyed a delicious Christmas Lunch in the
Village Hall, prepared for us by Gloria and her team. Afterwards we exchanged Christmas cards.
Our entertainer for the afternoon was Trevor who sang a medley of well-known songs and we were able to join in the choruses. Trevor is a great fan of Elvis Presley and he told us about his visit to Nashville
and the studio where Elvis recorded many of his songs, often working late into the
night. Following our singalong, President Julie drew the raffle and everyone received
a prize.
Happy Birthdays were wished to Betty, Kath and Joanna. Kath was awarded the Trophy for the Top Prize Winner of the year. Many congratulations to Kath and also to
Pearl as she has just become a Great Grandma. We received a large packet of baby
wool from Mrs Lilian James, who, unfortunately, is unable to knit garments herself
now. The knitters amongst us were delighted and eagerly discussed what they would
make so we know they were busy over Christmas because if they were not cooking,
they were knitting.
Treasurer Ros was pleased to report that the Cake Sale in November raised £32. The
bad news was that our subs for 2016 will be £37-50.
Nine members attended the Carol Service at Rochester Cathedral. The Cathedral was
absolutely packed. It was a beautiful service and we all enjoyed listening to our WI
Choir who sang several modern Carols and, of course, we joined with the choir to
sing many of our old favourites. Congratulations to everyone involved in making it
such a very special occasion. It was a wonderful way to begin the Festive Season.

January Meeting
At the January Meeting, we received an invitation to Bapchild WI’s Tea Party as well
as the annual Pancake Race at Istead Rise WI in February. We also had to decide
which Resolution we would like to support at the A.G.M. After a show of hands, we
chose to support the motion that training in First Aid should be available in schools
and organisations.
President Julie hoped that everyone had enjoyed the Christmas Lunch, but wondered
if we would like a change of venue next December. Members were asked to give it
some thought.
Sheila reported that she had completed several blankets and would be taking them to
the Day Centre at St. Nicholas Church, Strood.
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Happy Birthdays were wished to President Julie, Colleen and Juliet. As this was a
special birthday for the President, she was presented with a cake. After some difficulty, the candles were lit and we sang Happy Birthday to her. We then sat down to tea
and gooey cakes. There was time to patronise the Bring and Buy stall before Julie
wished all a Happy New Year and closed the meeting.
Valerie Martin.
Future Meetings:

2016
February 4th
SHORNE COUNTRY PARK- Andrew Mayfield
March 3rd
PROSTITUTION IN VICTORIAN MEDWAY - Brian Joyce
April 7th
JOYCE GREEN AND THE RIVER HOSPITALS- Fran Payne
May 5th
ANNUAL MEETING

Church Christmas Card 2015
Many thanks to everyone who supported this year’s Church
Christmas Card. £152 was raised for the Roof and Tower
Appeal. Thank you to everyone who contributed.
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NORTHFLEET & DISTRICT MEN’S PROBUS CLUB
On the 1 December 2015, the club started to get into the
Christmas spirit with a Christmas lunch at Shorne Village
Hall. Over 50 members, wives and guests attended and
enjoyed a five course meal, with Tony Weller in the chair.
The raffle raised the usual mix of enthusiasm and disappointment, in equal measure, and made a healthy contribution to the club funds
In late 2015 and early in 2016, we had the pleasure of two
illustrated presentations by friend of the club, John Beckham, who, prior to retirement, was Head Park Ranger at
Greenwich Council. With his extensive knowledge of birds, on the 15 December
2015, he gave his talk entitled “A Colourful Mix”, which showed the colour changes
to the plumage of familiar garden birds. John also explained some of his ideas we
can adopt to attract more birds into the average garden.
On the 12 January 2016, his talk was entitled “Rarer and Migrant Birds”, and in addition, he expanded his talk to include butterflies and woodland plants, showing,
amongst other things, how volunteers are trying to eradicate the Spanish Bluebell
from our woodlands. With his considerable knowledge, it was quite obvious why he
was Head Ranger, prior to retirement!
Our next meeting is on the 26 January 2016, when Rob Poole will give a presentation
entitled “Thames Wartime Defences”, which should be an interesting topic for the
members of our riverside town.
FUTURE MEETINGS
26 JANUARY 2016

THAMES WARTIME DEFENCES
SPEAKER: ROB POOLE

9 FEBRUARY 2016

A HOVERCRAFT CAPTAIN
SPEAKER: BRIAN LAVERICK-SMITH

23 FEBRUARY 2016

ROMNEY MARSH CHURCHES
SPEAKER: SUE DUCKWORTH

8 MARCH 2016

THE REAL DOWNTON ABBEY
SPEAKER: IAN PORTER

Any semi or retired men interested, may come along to Shorne Village Hall between
10am and noon, on Tuesday 9 February 2016, (or any of our regular meetings) and
join the members of this friendly group, by arrangements with club secretary, Tony
Weller on 01474 560230. For general PROBUS information, visit
www.shornevillagehall.org under the heading of 'Regular Users'.
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Upcoming Events
Gravesham characters – 15 famous and forgotten people who made
Gravesham’s history (illustrated talk)
On: Monday 22nd February 2016
Speaker: Christoph Bull
At: The Three Daws public house, Town Pier Square, Gravesend
Begins: 7pm – followed by a short guided tour of this ancient riverside inn
and then a meal.
Cost: £15 includes the tour, the talk, a meal and soft drink
Booking essential via The Three Daws on 01474 566869
Gravesham Town Twinning Association Quiz – open to everybody – all
are welcome.
On: Saturday 27th February 2016
At: St George’s Church Hall, Church Street, Gravesend
Begins: 7 for 7.30pm
Cost: £5 per person – bring your own drinks and nibbles but coffee/tea will
be provided.
To book: contact Jill Clucas on 01474 873536
The forgotten parish of Denton – surprising historical stories about Denton (illustrated talk)
On: Monday 29th February 2016
Speaker: Christoph Bull
At: Reliance Fish Restaurant, Queen Street, Gravesend
Begins: 6pm with meal, talk to follow
Cost: £14 includes talk and fish and chip supper
Booking essential via Reliance Restaurant on 01474 533593
The Kaiser’s War – World War One from the other side & unusual local
connections (illustrated talk)
Come and discover what Germany, China and Gravesham have in common
during World War One.
On: Monday 7th March 2016
Speaker: Christoph Bull
At: Peking Chinese Restaurant, 157-158 Milton Road, Gravesend
Begins: 7pm with talk, meal to follow
Cost: £19 with full Chinese meal and talk included
Booking essential via Mr Loong on 01474 533093
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Notes from the Choir Vestry
Notes from the Choir Vestry
I hope that those of you who were able to attend the
Christmas services in church enjoyed the contribution
from the choir. I was very pleased with the Carol Service and would like to thank everyone who was involved with it. Earlier in
the month there was carol singing at the St. George’s Centre in Gravesend
and our church’s slot in the morning was well supported by our choir and other congregation members. The whole day of carol singing, supported by
churches across Gravesend, raised £692 for Christian Aid – the best total ever.
We also sang carols at The Rose and Crown Pub in Shorne shortly before
Christmas and raised £107 for The Children’s Society. Very many thanks to
everyone who supported this. Glyn accompanied some of the lighter items on
guitar – what will we do now that he has left our Parish? Are there any guitarists out there who might like to help out with this? Please let me know!
It was Glyn’s last service in Church on Sunday 10th January. I decided to put
down worship music that we had mostly learned during his time with us – it’s
amazing how much there was. We hope everyone enjoyed this and I hope we
will continue to sing these songs – and new ones too.
We are now planning ahead a bit, as Easter is early this year. Mothering Sunday is on Sunday 6th March and we are hoping to get together a children’s
choir to sing a song to all the mothers. So, if you’re a child and are reading
this - or if you have children or grandchildren - then please come along to
church on Sunday 6th March at 9.30am when we will be lear ning a tr aditional song from the Cameroon called ‘He came down so we might have
love’. We will then sing this in the service at 10am. (Children need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian.)
For more information about Shorne Church Choir or the Mothering Sunday
service please contact me on 824177 or email ramoore@btinternet.com .
Rosemary Moore
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Shorne Flower Arrangers 2016 Programme.
January 28th.

Demonstration by Charles Barnard.

February 25th.

Guided Practical.

March 31st.

Guided Practical.

April 28th.

Demonstration by members of the committee.

May 26th.

Guided Practical.

June 30th.

Demonstration by Iris Shaw.

July 28th.

Club Golden Anniversary Celebration.

August 25th.

Guided “Imposed” Practical.

September 29th.

Guided Practical.

October 27th.

Club AGM followed by a Harvest Supper.

November 24th.

“Jingle Bells” a Christmas themed Competition.

January 26th 2017.

Mini Demonstration TBA.

Shorne Flower Arrangers meet on the last Thursday of each month except December.
Our club presents a programme of workshops and demonstrations in a very informal
and friendly atmosphere. Visitors are always made very welcome, entry £3. The club
provides an opportunity for people to be creative and make friends Further information about Shorne Flower Arrangers can be obtained from our Chairman, Linda
Hutcheon (Shackleton), 01634 325540 or the club secretary, Mavis Jones on 01474
355386.
Arthur Clatworthy

Contact details
If you are a member of an organisation with contact details printed on
the inside of the front or back covers, can you please check that the information is correct. If not, please send any updates to me at
semuckley@aol.com .
Thank you.
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St Peter and St Paul Church
Sidespersons’ and Wardens’ Rota
February 2016
Date

Time

07 February

Warden

Sidesperson

Service

Maggie Harris

Julie Aspinall

Holy Communion

Beryl Tuff

Mark Bottomley

All Age Worship

Betty Lennard

Holy Communion

10.00am

Moira Crawford
Sandra Cackett

Ian Craig

Holy Communion

8.00am

Graham Lewis

Pat Lewis

Holy Communion

10.00am

Juliet Theobald

Angela Purdy

Simplified Communion

8.00am

Andrew Moffat

Angela Pay

Holy Communion

Jaqui Olid

Richard & Joy
Hankin

Holy Communion

8.00am
10.00am

14 February

21 February

28 February

8.00am

10.00am

THE CHURCH IS OPEN ON SATURDAYS
Until now the church (St Peter & St Paul off Butchers Hill) has been
locked between services. It is now open on Saturdays from 10 am to 4
pm except when it is being used for services such as weddings. We
hope this will give parishioners, and visitors from outside the village,
an opportunity to use it for private prayer and devotion and also to
look round our ancient church. There is a free guide leaflet available in
the church and a more detailed guide book and history which you can
buy.
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Church Services in Shorne
Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne

SUNDAYS

8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Pr ayer )
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion. The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all
the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
15

SHORNARA

Shorne Active Retirement Association
February 2016
Short Mat Bowls
Wednesday 3, 10, 17 and 24 February in the Village Hall
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
Walk
Wednesday 3 February at 10.00am - Dillywood Lane, Higham
The walk starts from the Stone Horse Pub ME3 8EN and follows tracks towards Higham over fields. Good river views - 4 miles. For further information contact Ann and Peter Green on 01634 718895.
New Year Celebration Lunch
Thursday 4 February at 12.30 for 1.00pm
The Knowle, Higham
Contact Michael Hayward - 01474 566883

Ten Pin Bowling
Friday 5 and 26 February at 1.15 for 1.30pm at AMF Bowling Gr avesend
Contact Audrey Dinnis 01474 824006.
Main Meeting
Tuesday 23 February at 2.00pm in the Village Hall.
This afternoon we welcome Peter Hartley with a talk entitled A Royal Interlude. Peter has worked in the Royal household and he tells us about the routine of the Palace and Royal residents.

Tea Dance
Thursday 25 February at 2.00pm in the Village Hall
(see separate item for full details).
A date for your diary - Thursday 3 March 6.30 for 7.00pm - Quiz night at
the Village Hall. Contact Maureen Horsham on 01474 363285.
If you would like to become a member of ShornARA please contact
Maureen Horsham on 01474 363285
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********************

GET READY FOR SPRING!
Dance your way to fitness and new friends.
Join us at Shorne Village Hall
on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
for Ballroom, Latin and Sequence Dancing to great music.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced dancer
we have something for everyone.
Admission £4.00 including tea, biscuits and free raffle.

Next Tea Dance 25 February 2016
*******************
Church Cleaning Rota
FEBRUARY

MARCH

6

Claire, Julie

5

Claire, Julie

13

Angela, Elaine, Valerie

12

Angela, Elaine, Valerie

20

Penny

19

Penny

27

Dennis, Isabel

26

Dennis, Isabel

Brass cleaning:
Sandy & Valerie

Brass cleaning:
Dennis & Isabel
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
January 2016 meeting
Chilly winter weather had arrived but today we had a chance to escape
into the warm and sit and stitch. Some members were planning their
Capability Brown project. This is a joint venture, with Leeds Castle, to
celebrate the 300th anniversary of Capability Brown. Three Kentish
branches of the Embroiderers’ Guild will have a display of embroideries at Leeds Castle during June 2016. Members will create their own
unique piece of work, so make a date in your diary to come along and
see the variety of embroidery on show.
Today, stitching of a different sort was taking place during our meeting. This time, we were knitting patches which will be put together to
represent the River Thames as part of a project in collaboration with
Gravesham Arts Council and a local primary school. The children,
who have been supported by Sue, one of our members, have been making and stitching pictures of landmarks on the banks of the river.
Our next meeting will take place on the third Saturday in February. Our
speaker will be Anne Kelly (www.annekellytextiles.com) and her talk
is “Collaborating in textiles work.” Come and join us as we welcome
visitors from 2pm at: The Community Room, Gravesend Library,
Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost for visitors is £4.00
for each of the first two visits.
Visit our website, www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk, for information
on our branch and our meeting programme, or contact 01474 324734.
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STAGES

(Shorne Theatre Appreciation & Group Entertainment Society)
STAGES Diary for February
Another full calendar of events for our members through February
Thursday 4 February 2016
Thursday 11 February 2016
Tuesday 16 February 2016
Tuesday 23 February 2016

The Science Museum
Stages AGM, Shorne Village Hall
at 19:00
Goodnight Mr Tom
Concert at the Cadogan Hall

If you would like to become a member, then renewals of membership or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12) who must
live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of any age, are welcome at any of our Main Meetings, as advertised above. Alternatively, telephone Adrienne, our Membership Secretary, on 01474 822875, or email
stagesofshorne@gmail.com. Copies of our Newsletter will be available in
the Village Stores from early each month.

Mothering Sunday 2015: Children’s Choir
I am planning to organise a children’s choir for our Mothering Sunday Service on 6th March in Chur ch. Childr en of all ages ar e invited to come
along at 9.30am to learn a traditional song from the Cameroon - ‘He came
down that we might have love’. It’s an easy song to get to know and we will
be putting some actions to it, too. The children’s choir will then perform the
song during the Mothering Sunday Service, which starts at 10am. At the end
of the service there will be the traditional distribution of posies of flowers to
all the mums in the congregation. Children need to be accompanied by a
parent or guardian. We hope to see you there! If you would like any further
information then please contact me on 01474 824177 or email ramoore@btinternet.com .

Rosemary Moore
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February 2016
Thurs 4th

2.00pm (Village Hall) Shorne WI. ‘Shorne Country Park’ speaker – Andrew Mayfield.

(Science Museum) STAGES. Science Museum vis
it.
Thurs 11th

7.00pm (Village Hall) STAGES monthly meeting + AGM

Tues 16th

-

Thurs 18th

7.30pm (Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘Chalk
Mining in Kent’ - speaker, Rod LeGear .

(Duke of York’s Theatre) STAGES. ‘Goodnight Mr
Tom’ Theatre visit.

March 2016
Thurs 3rd

2.00pm (Village Hall). Shorne WI. ‘Prostitution in Victori
an Medway’ – speaker, Brian Joyce.

Sun 6th

9.30am Children’s choir to practise song for Mothering
Sunday.
10.00am Mothering Sunday Service in the church.

Mon 14th

2.00pm (Village Hall) STAGES. Monthly meeting + ‘Lost
Empires: the last days of Music Hall and Variety’ –
speaker Wilf Lower.

Thurs 17th

7.30pm (Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘Grim
Gravesend – disease, poverty, prostitution and dis
asters’ – speaker, Christoph Bull.

Tues 23rd

-

(Cadogan Hall). STAGES. Royal Philharmonic Or
chestra concert.
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Weekly throughout the year
Sundays

8.00am
& 10.00am

Mondays

7.30pm

Wednesdays 7.00pm
Saturdays

10.00am
to 4.00pm

(Shorne Parish Church) Regular church
Services
(Village Hall) Slimming World.
Village Hall) Shorne Short Mat Bowls
Club
Shorne Parish Church) Open to visitors
except when being used for weddings etc.

For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a
year ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and
event title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you
will need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.
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Shorne 1941- Part 1
We saw at the end of December’s article that exactly seventy-five years ago,
the year 1941 began with the Second World War truly established, with
fighting taking place throughout the world.
What was taking place locally? A large number of incendiary bombs fell on
the Kings Farm area of Gravesend during January and a member of the Home
Guard was shot dead on a rifle range whilst engaged in bayonet practice. During April both high explosive and incendiary bombs were dropped on Gravesend, demolishing two houses and damaging more than fifty others. Luckily
only one person was killed and six seriously injured – bad enough, but it could
have been much worse. Twelve women were recruited as police officers in the
Gravesend Police Force to enable police men to enlist for the armed forces.
In Shorne, the Vicar was still the Revd E J Palmer (vicar of Shorne 19361947) and the Parish Magazine continued to be published in a similar form to
that of previous years, with an issue each month (ie twelve times a year, not
ten as it is now). It cost 1½d per month (less than one penny in today’s money).
As it had been for decades, the ‘local’ part of the Magazine was a four-page
green wrap-around ‘cover’ with a photograph of the church on the front. Page
2 contained a monthly letter from the Vicar followed by various notes and reports from the PCC and other village organisations. These continued on the
top half of page 3, and ended with a report of the baptisms, marriages and
deaths in the Village during the previous month – how I wish that we still did
this in our magazine now, as it is an invaluable tool for historians looking
back! The bottom half of page 4 and the whole of the back page were taken up
with advertisements from local businesses. These were much as they had been
in previous years – Bryant and Rackstraw (Department Store, Gravesend),
Bon Marche (Drapers, Gravesend), E S Savage (Opticians, Gravesend), H T
Burgess (Electrical goods, Gravesend), Frost’s (General Stores, Ridgeway,
Shorne), H Robson (Butcher, Gravesend), D H Backhouse (Provisions and
Post Office, Shorne), Goodwin (Jeweller, Gravesend), Wilks (Monumental
Mason, Gravesend), Burton’s (Grocery, Gravesend), M A Ray (Coal Merchants, Gravesend), Albert Horton (Chemist, Gravesend) and Rainbow Stores
(Cycles and Furniture, Gravesend). The local part of the Magazine was therefore, in reality, just one and a half pages of text.
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Inserted within the cover-sheet was, as had been for over fifty years, a commercially produced magazine entitled ‘Home Words’ which combined religious news from home and abroad with cooking and other household tips and
a chapter of a serial story each month. This magazine was thinner than it had
been before the War due to the need to conserve paper, and much of it focused on issues of the day; for example a recipe for a ‘no-egg cake’, how to
mend the broken heel of a shoe, ‘an unfailing remedy for constipation’ ( linseed), and a serial involving ‘Nazi’ spies landing in England. Four times
during the year there was a two-page ‘Rochester Diocesan Notes’ insert containing a letter from the Bishop, some general diocesan news, and ‘news
from the parishes’ . The Bishop’s message invariably reflected the need to
support the War effort.
Throughout his own letters to his parishioners, our own vicar seems to have
more or less ignored the War – as indeed does the magazine more generally.
This seems amazing to me, as the War was arguably the most traumatic event
in the life of the Village for a generation.
In his January letter he makes a passing comment to ‘this time of national
peril’ in his reflection on spirituality, but does not expand on this. There is a
mention in the village news that 25 parcels of food and clothing had been
made up by parishioners at the end of 1940 as Christmas presents for ‘the
village searchlight unit’. Where was ‘our’ searchlight sited? Was it in
Shorne Woods?
The February magazine contains a call for the ‘setting up of a church firewatch and firefighting group to keep watch and take action if necessary if
bombs or incendiaries are dropped on the church’. This was a laudable intention, but what about the village as a whole? In March the magazine noted the
‘sandbagging’ of the font and the Henry de Cobham monument, the opening
up of panels in the ceiling of the Nave, and ladders being placed permanently
by them to allow fast access to the ceiling in case of fire.
The July issue of the Magazine noted that Mr L Trimwell of Woodside, Pear
Tree Lane had been appointed as the ‘voluntary food organiser for the Parish
by the Ministry of Food to look after local food supplies should the people of
Shorne be isolated in the event of an invasion by the enemy’. He was responsible for ‘conserving and fairly distributing food until organisation has been
restored with the Ministry of Food’.
The July issue also records the burial in Shorne churchyard, of Peter John
Brown, aged 20 years, on 5 June. It makes no other mention of him. His obi23

tuary in the Gravesend Reporter reads:
‘An old-established Shorne family suffered a sad loss recently when
Cadet Peter John Brown, RAF, aged 20, was killed in an accident. Mr
Brown, who would have shortly become of age, was completing his
training as a pilot, having just won his wings, and would very shortly
have taken his commission.
The funeral took place on Thursday, and by special request was very
quiet, and attended only by relatives and closest friends. The deceased
was taken from Ifield Place, where he had been christened, and laid
in the village churchyard. The ceremony was very simple, the Rev.
E.J. Palmer officiating. The coffin was decorated with a Union Jack,
on which lay the deceased’s wings and a spray of irises, together
with a card inscribed, “From Joan – with my love”, which was
buried with him’.
Peter’s name is not on our village War Memorial, but as only the second
Shorne resident to be killed whist a member of the armed forces in the War
(as far as I know), it is amazing that there is not more mention of him in the
Magazine.
Apart from the things noted above, there was little of note in any issue of the
1941 Parish Magazine.
There are only three entries of note in the Shorne School logbooks during
1941. On 21 April Mr Albert Richardson, who had been head teacher since
1925 wrote:
‘Lower Shorne children were absent as road is closed due to an
unexploded bomb’.
The road between Lower Shorne and the Village was closed for a further
week. On 9 May 1941 he wrote:
‘Evacuees all returned home. None now on roll’
You will remember that the school opened after the 1939 summer holiday on
25 September 1939 with 51 additional children who had been evacuated from
London. They had been taught alongside the 85 ‘native’ Shorne children in
two ‘shifts’ – ‘native children in the mornings and evacuees in the afternoons’. Since that time, these numbers had dwindled – particularly since mid24

1940 when the bombing of London had diminished - as children had returned
to their homes. On 30 June the following entry was made:
‘Miss C. Dyble (teacher) takes up Acting Headship. Mr Richardson
given 9 months side leave by KEC’.
The August issue of the Parish Magazine commented:
‘We were all very sorry to hear of the illness on Mr A T Richardson,
our Schoolmaster, and that he would have to go away for treatment for
some months. Both the School and the Village will miss him very
much. He has always been so ready to help in so many departments of
our village life, in the church, and in the civil life of the Parish. We
pray and hope that when he returns he will be completely re
stored.’
Mr Richardson remained away from the school on health grounds for the
next six months, until January of the following year, when he formally retired
as head teacher of Shorne School.
At the end of 1941 we were more than two years into the Second World War,
and not even half way through it. As we can see from what is taking place
within the local area, despite the horrific events taking place in mainland Europe and beyond, and major military engagements being experienced across
the world, life within Shorne continued more or less in a bubble, with little
influence from the outside!

Ian Craig
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SHORNE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY

Annual General Meeting
Will take place on
Tuesday 9th February
7.30 pm
Shorne Village Hall
There will be complementary drinks
and nibbles and a background slide
show of the past year and events
planned for 2016
Prospective new members especially welcome
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Shorne Cottage Garden Society
The Shorne Cottage Garden Society will be holding its AGM on Tuesday 9th February at 7.30 pm in Shorne Village Hall. After the AGM
there will be drinks and nibbles during which pictures about the year
ahead and review of 2015 will be screened.

2015 promises to be another busy year with evening talks starting on
Tuesday 8th March with a talk by Dennis Worcester on The History
and Making of Walking Sticks. This speaker and talk have been highly recommended by members of other gardening groups. On Tuesday
12th July, Sue Shaw will give a talk on ‘An Adventure in Peru’ and on
Tuesday 11th October Sean Hanna will give an early Halloween talk
on ‘Bats in Kent – and in your garden’!! All these talks start at 7.30
pm in Shorne Village Hall. Entry is free for members and £3 for nonmembers and includes tea and biscuits!
There will be the usual three shows this year: Spring on Saturday 9 th
April, Summer on Saturday 18th June and Autumn on Saturday 3rd
September. Doors open at 3 pm at the Village Hall. Details of classes
for which entries are always welcome covering cooking, flowers, fruit
and vegetable growing, flower arranging and crafts are detailed in our
Schedule sent to all members.
So plenty to see and do and if anyone is interested in joining our Society they can come along to the AGM or ring our membership secretary John Grace on 01474 822647 or email shornecgs@gmail.com
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Debbie Crumpton Bsc (Hons) Ost, DO
Registered Osteopath
Feeling stiff and achy all over?
Have osteoarthritis?
Got an injury that wont go away?
Need some body maintenance?
Book now and see your local musculoskeletal specialists
Osteopaths Debbie & Shelley, or Sports Therapist Nicki
01322 864499 or 07545 642223
The Mill Clinic
Horton Road,
South Darenth,
Dartford DA4 9LW
Open Monday to Saturday

ifo@osteopath4all.co.uk
www.osteopath4all.co.uk
www.themillclinic.co.uk
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift
& Body Toning

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions
∙ Home & Small Business Support.
∙ Specialist in tutoring ’Silver Surfers’

∙
∙
∙
∙

Virus protection and Computer Security Advice.
Cloud storage, Home Network.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000.
No job too small.

Call: Ali M eherali, Racefield Cottage, W oodlands Lane,
Shorne, Kent DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138.
Mob: 07941 540534.
E-mail: rg.meherali@gmail.com
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177

Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties
and other family celebrations.

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS

D J HAIR

Building Contractor
Established 1969

Bridleway, Burdett Avenue
Lower Shorne, Kent, DA12 3HP
TEL: 01474 822623
Mobile: 07850 726871 David Hair
07903 197609 Harry Underwood
Email: David.hair@virgin.net

2PG
332849

Carpentry & Joinery
Extensions
Conversions
Roofing
Painting & Decorating
Block Paving
All Property Maintenance
Structural Alterations
Conservatories
Orangeries

FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
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Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY

Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

JPM

Rose and Crown

Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne
Traditional home cooked pub food using
locally sourced produce.
Two course lunch for the over 60s on
Thursdays £7.95
Sunday lunch 12-4pm £9.95
Real Ales & Fine Wines
Dogs, kids & wellies welcome
Disabled access
For bookings tel: 01474 822373

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.
Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.
Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk
Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com

36

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK

“Happy Feet Are Healthy Feet”
Visit your local friendly Registered Podiatrist Atty
Get help for foot pain, hard skin and corns, fungal nails, verrucae, ingrowing nails, diabetic
foot management…hopefully you wont have them all at once!

The Mill Clinic
Horton Road,
South Darenth,
Dartford DA4 9LW

Call now to book an appointment
01322 864499
E-mail: info@themillclinic.co.uk
www.themillclinic.co.uk

Open Monday to Saturday
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH

*Terms & Conditions apply

IMPERIAL WINDOWS

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR SPECIALISTS
We repair UPVC & Aluminium Windows & Doors
Misted Units / Broken Glass / Emergency Boarding
Adjustments / Draughts / Leaks
Locks / Hinges / Handles / Restrictors
Patio Door Handles / Wheels
Reliable – Local Company – Established 1986
FREE QUOTATIONS

01474 824400 / 07770 761355
www.imperial-windows.co.uk
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DJS

Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100
Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

YOUR ADVERT
HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177

No :
130055

Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr Robin N. Theobald (Chairman)
Mr John R. Bugg (Vice Chairman)

823674
823642

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
shorne.parish@yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Leanne Hornby (Secretary)
leanneandpeter1@gmail.com

822272

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Julie Aspinall (President)
Secretaries:
Catrin Board & Maggie Harris

825046

Group Scout Leader

Mr Chris Zgoda
shorne.chris@btinternet.com

07921106122

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Beavers (Mon 6-7pm)

Mr Chris Zgoda

07921106122

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mr Alan Jarmyn

01634 710169
822991

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Linda Hutcheon (Chair)
Mrs Mavis Jones (Secretary)

01634 325540
355386

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)

363285

Stages

Richard Moore (Chairman)

823384

822848

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

