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Dear Readers
A few days ago I had a conversation with an acquaintance about the weather. A very British thing to do!
Her recollection of this summer’s weather was very
gloomy and included buckets and buckets of rain (her
words). I thought long and hard. I recall a summer of
sun and brown grass. I recall being able to wash everything in sight and it drying outside. Our local park
was full to bursting with excited children and their
families enjoying the outdoor space. Some days we
couldn't find a vacant swing but that was just a good
excuse for a walk or an ice cream.
How did we see the weather so differently? Was it a
case of the glass half empty or the glass half full? I
have included two poems by Longfellow on the subject of rain on a later page. He gives us a positive and
a negative view of rain but, interestingly, he assures
us that behind the dark and dreary clouds is the sun
shining brightly. During this incessant rain, we must
remember that the warm sun is up there somewhere.
My acquaintance went on to state that even though
there is global warming our country is predicted to
have cool, wet summers in the coming years! Oh
dear! Before that, though, we have the beautiful colours of Autumn to look forward to and then the crisp,
frosty, and hopefully, snowy days of Winter . Be positive whatever the weather!
Contributors, please note next month’s deadline.
Thank you.
Kind regards,
Sue Muckley

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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VICAR’S LETTER
The Message of Reconciliation
The good news of the Kingdom of God is as relevant in
our world today as it’s ever been. Last week I was at a
clergy conference organized by the Bishop of Rochester.
One of the seminars was led by Bishop Given of the diocese of Kondoa, Tanzania. His diocese is almost 80% Muslim. In recent years they have seen
many Muslims accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Muslim women in particular have observed deeply devout Christian couples and how the Christian
wives are respected as equals by their husbands. In response many Muslim
women have become interested in the life changing faith of the Christians.
When they seek they respond to the gospel of Jesus.
What good news are they responding to? Well as Paul says in 2 Corinthians
5:19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting
men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
The message of reconciliation, is that God can be known through Jesus
Christ, he is not unapproachable in fact he comes close to us as the Holy
Spirit fills us as we put our faith in Christ. As we do that our sins are forgiven
and we can have eternal life as we trust in Christ and his victory over sin and
death at the cross. We can be healed by God of illnesses both physical and
spiritual. And here in this reading today we hear of the women followers of
Jesus being cured of evil spirits and diseases such as Mary Magdalene from
whom seven demons had come out.
This was as much a part the good news of the Kingdom as anything. When
Jesus sent out the 12 on mission he told them, “The kingdom of heaven has
come near. Heal those who are ill, raise the dead, cleanse those who have
leprosy, drive out demons.” And when he sent out the seventy-two in Luke
10:17 They “returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, even the demons submit to us
in your name.’”
Of course there are many who are skeptical about demons and driving out
demons today. I can only describe what I’ve experienced.
Let me give an example. A neighbouring Vicar had encountered a young
woman at his church who he believed to have an evil spirit. He told us he had
no experience of this and said as she lived in our parish could he pass her
2

onto us. When we visited her we realized she wanted to be rid of this thing
that was controlling her. We contacted the diocesan advisor on the paranormal and he ministered to her with us present. As he did we heard what sounded like men’s voices coming out of her mocking us and talking about our
sins. It was pretty scary. To cut a long story short he cast the demons out and
later she gave her life to Christ. When I read this passage and hear of Mary
Magdalene, I remember her.
It’s clear to me from this passage and many others that Jesus, among his contemporaries had a revolutionary attitude towards women.

Despite the recent decision about women bishops in the Church of England
there are many who oppose the ordination of women based on their interpretation of a number of biblical texts. For example: 1 Timothy 2:12 where Paul
Writes, “I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man.”
This passage and its context are not straightforward. I don’t think it’s about
preaching, teaching or leading churches at all, actually.
The Greek word translated as ‘have authority over’ is ‘Authentein’. This
word only occurs in the bible once and we know its meaning from other literature of the period where it’s usually describing the only authority most
women could have had over men at that time by using their sexual charm as
it were. The passage can mean something quite different when you know
that. The wider passage in 1 Timothy 2 for example has Paul saying “I also
want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided
hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes.” Given that many of these early
Christian women came out of fertility cults in which cult prostitution was
common, Paul could be saying I don’t want women to lead men astray by
using their sexual charms. You see scripture is not always straightforward, it
needs careful interpretation and teaching.
I believe our God wants to use us, all men and women, equally as we preach
the Good News of the Kingdom, the message of reconciliation as Paul describes it. The message that sets people free.
Glyn Ackerley - Vicar
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Parish Council Matters for October 2015
Shornemead Railway Crossing Appeal
In 2009, Network Rail closed Shornemead railway crossing without any consultation with the Parish Council, by welding the pedestrian gate shut on the
south side of the crossing. This arbitrary act blocked the footpath, denying
residents direct access to approximately one fifth of the Parish.
Subsequent investigations showed that the footpath was not recorded as a
right of way on the Definitive Map. Inclusion of a route on the Definitive
Map is legal proof that it is a right of way. It appears that the Parish Council
had applied in 1965 to have the crossing shown on the Map as a bridle way.
This was disputed, but it was acknowledged to be a footpath. However, due
to an administrative error, it was not then added to the Map as a footpath.
In February 2012 the Parish Council made an application to KCC for a Definitive Map Modification Order to include the route across the railway as a
right of way. In February 2015, KCC published their decision, which was to
refuse to make the necessary order to modify the Map.
The Parish Council then appealed to the Secretary of State against KCC's decision. Appeals are handled by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the
Secretary of State.
As part of the appeal, the Parish Council collected further evidence including
an abstract from a map which shows the that route dates back to before 1694.
The route has been used for centuries to access the River Thames, the marshes, the Fort and the former Blockhouse (once used as a Poor House). When
the canal was built a road bridge was provided, and when the railway was
built a level crossing was provided.
The Parish Council has now been informed by the Planning Inspectorate that
our appeal against KCC’s decision not to amend the Definitive Map to include the crossing has been allowed.
The Planning Inspector's decision will mean that KCC will be instructed to
publish a draft order. If this is unopposed, it should receive the Secretary of
State's approval. If there are objections, it is likely that a public enquiry will
be held to determine the issue.
The Council's Chairman, Robin Theobald, said, "We were very disappointed
in February when the Council's application to Kent County Council for a Definitive Map Modification Order was turned down. The Council appealed to
the Secretary of State and we are pleased our appeal has been allowed. This
is the first step to getting the Crossing re-opened. There could still be a public enquiry and if there is, we will continue the fight on behalf of our residents as the crossing should never have been closed."
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Park Pale Disturbances
A follow-up meeting was held on 1st September between local residents and
businesses, the Parish Council, and representatives of the Police, to review
the situation regarding disturbances caused by motorcycles and cars in Park
Pale.
The general consensus was that although there are still occasional disturbances, there is a marked improvement compared to last year, and the frequency and duration of disturbances is significantly less than last year. This is
largely as a result of increased Police presence and activity, particularly since
1st July, and the Police were thanked for their efforts.
Police will continue to patrol and monitor the situation, and residents are encouraged to continue to report any disturbances to the Police by telephoning
101.
Thong Notice Board
A new parish notice board has been installed in Thong. The old one was in
poor condition, and in a dangerous location, so the new one has been sited on
the verge adjacent to the Post Office letter box.
Highway Safety
With nights drawing in and bearing in mind that some roads in the village
don't have footways, pedestrians are advised to walk on the right hand side
of the road facing oncoming traffic, and to wear something light or fluorescent to make themselves visible.
Volunteer Litter Patrol, Saturday 10th October
A volunteer litter picking patrol will take place on Saturday 10th October. If
you would like to join our team of volunteers, or would like further information, please contact Bob Lane on 01474 822680, or email
shorne.volunteers@gmx.co.uk.

Website
Further details and useful information can be found on the Shorne Parish
Council website at www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk and on our Facebook
page, which can be found at www.facebook.com/shorneparishcouncil.
Bob Lane
Shorne Parish Council
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September 2015

President Julie welcomed members to the September
Meeting.
We were sorry to learn that a former President, Ruth
Harris, had died. The Funeral will be held in Shorne Church. We were also
sorry to hear that Kitty and Pearl are still unwell.

Julie gave us a report on her visit to the WI Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, to celebrate our 100th Anniversary. Julie thoroughly enjoyed the day. It
began at Victoria Station, where she found dozens of Ladies in posh frocks
and fabulous hats, obviously on their way to the Palace. It was a particularly
windy day and Her Majesty told our National President that she had been
watching the ladies from a window, and was very amused to see them chasing their hats as they bowled across the lawn. Julie enjoyed walking round the
Garden, listening to the Band, and enjoying delicious sandwiches and cakes.
It was a truly memorable day.
When Treasurer, Ros, gave her report she told us that a former member, Dorothy Jarrett, had bequeathed us £200. Members were asked to give suggestions as to how we should spend this.
Our speaker was Helen Kendall-Tobias. Her subject was “Wrinkles don't
matter". We heard that women have always worried about their looks, including Cleopatra and Queen Elizabeth 1st.The Queen always wore wonderfully
elaborate clothes to detract from her face, and her face was painted white to
cover the smallpox scars. Queen Alexandra had her face enamelled, another
wheeze is to paint one's face with egg white, which will tighten the skin. Helen showed us some before and after photographs of famous stars, where the
treatment had gone wrong, and these formerly beautiful ladies were caricatures of their former selves. I do not think any of us will try a face lift or Botox after seeing those results.
Helen was thanked for her very thought provoking talk by Jean.
The following Thursday, our Institute was host for the District Quiz. 50 WI
Members from the Clubs in our area entered Teams. President Julie and her
Committee organised proceedings very well, and being WI there were plenty
of refreshments! The Quiz Master set the questions, which covered a wide
range of subjects. He did this in exchange for a donation to his chosen Chari6

ty, The Helen Allinson School at Meopham. The Quiz was won by Chalk,
with Meopham close runners-up.
It was a very enjoyable evening, with some interesting questions. Congratulations to everyone involved.
Valerie Martin.

Future Meetings:

2015

2016

October 1st
I MARRIED THE VICAR - Romy
McCabe

January 7th
No Speaker
BRING AND BUY

November 5th
EMERGENCY RESPONSE SERVICE - Robin Alexander

February 4th
SHORNE COUNTRY PARK- Andrew Mayfield

December 3th
CHRISTMAS LUNCH

March 3rd
PROSTITUTION IN VICTORIAN
MEDWAY - Brian Joyce
April 7th
JOYCE GREEN AND THE RIVER
HOSPITALS- Fran Payne
May 5th
ANNUAL MEETING
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UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
Northfleet’s secret history (Illustrated talk)
Speaker: Christoph Bull
On: Saturday 3rd October 2015
At Dene Holm Methodist Church Hall, Dene Holm Road, Northfleet
Time: 2.30pm
Cost: £4 – includes light refreshments
Booking/information via Sharon on 07840 096385 or Christoph Bull
077022 87147
The Kaiser’s War (World War One from the German perspective –
illustrated talk)
Speaker: Christoph Bull
On: Monday 5th October 2015
At: Reliance Fish Restaurant, Queen Street, Gravesend
Time: 6pm for meal and talk at 7pm
Cost: £14 – includes talk and fish and chip supper
Booking essential – Reliance Restaurant 01474 533593
Grim Gravesend – Un-illustrated talk about the mad, bad and sad
of Gravesend’s grimmest history (Repeated by demand)
Speaker: Christoph Bull
On: Monday 19th October 2015
At: Reliance Fish Restaurant, Queen Street, Gravesend
Time: 6pm for meal and talk at 7pm
Cost: £14 – includes talk and fish and chip supper
Booking essential – Reliance Restaurant 01474 533593

Ghosts over North West Kent for Halloween (un-Illustrated talk
with dramatic readings)
Local ghost stories and legends.
On: Friday 30th October 2015
Start: 7.30pm
Speaker: Christoph Bull
At: The Coach & Horses public house, The Hill, Northfleet
Cost: £10 includes the talk and a meal.
Bookings via Sharon Duffy c/o The Coach & Horse, The Hill, Northfleet on 07800 777955
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
STAGES Diary for October
Another full calendar of events for our members through October
Thu 1 Oct 2015 Waverly Paddle Steamer From Gravesend Pier
Wed 7 Oct 2015 Tour of Man Made Wonders of Essex
Thu 8 Oct 2015 19:00 Stages Main Meeting at Shorne Village Hall
Thu 15 Oct 2015 Diners Club at Frasers of Egerton
If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership
or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12),
who must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of
any age, are welcome to come to one of our Main Meetings as advertised above, phone Adrienne our membership secretary on 01474
822875 or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com. Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from early each month.
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NORTHFLEET & DISTRICT MEN’S PROBUS CLUB
At our meeting on the 25 August, 2015, the popular speaker, Chris McCooey gave a humorous and
enthusiastic presentation (as only Chris can!) entitled "War, Woman & Weather". The talk was
so well received that the Speaker secretary persuaded him to give another on the 6 October 2015, entitled "BIRDS, BEASTS AND BACCHANALIA OF KENT AND SUSSEX".
The Autumn Luncheon was held on the 8 September 2015, when
the members and their wives/partners enjoyed a 5 course meal
at Shorne Village Hall. The chairman, Tony Weller, made a presentation to two couples who were celebrating their welling anniversaries. Club member John Boxall and wife Joyce, celebrated their Diamond Anniversary, and member Roy Winfield and his wife Pat, celebrated their Golden Anniversary.
On the 9 September 2015, the club joined the Ladies Probus for a day
trip to Eastbourne in an attempt to gain the last rays of sunshine before
the onset of Autumn and Winter. A cloudless day made the outing an
enjoyable and worthwhile trip at the end of the summer season.
On the 22 September 2015, Roy Winter made an interesting presentation entitled "SOUTH DEVON AND STATELY HOMES". The talk
gave the club a wonderful opportunity to appreciate some of the outstanding scenery in the Wet Country area.
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FUTURE MEETINGS
6 OCTOBER 2015

BIRDS, BEAST & BACCHANALIA OF
KENT & SUSSEX
SPEAKER: CHRIS McCOOEY

20 OCTOBER 2015

HISTORY OF W.T.HENLEY TELEGRAPH
COMPANY DURING WW11
SPEAKER: FRANK TURNER

3 NOVEMBER 2015

DIRTY DATFORD
SPEAKER: CHRIS BULL

17 NOVEMBER 2015

THE FENS, BY RAIL, STEAM & SAIL
SPEAKER: ROB POOLE

Any semi or retired men interested, may come along to Shorne Village Hall,
between 10am and noon on any of our regular meetings, and join the members of this friendly group, by arrangement with club secretary, Tony Weller,
on 01474 560230.
For general PROBUS information visit
www.shornevillagehall.org under the heading of 'Regular Users'
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Shorne Parish Church on Facebook
The number of people following our page is now 114. Please keep
looking at the page and if you’re a Facebook user we really appreciate
it when you like our postings, comment on them and share them with
your FB friends. We also love to receive your photographs of church
events, which can be posted directly to the page or emailed to me at
ramoore@btinternet.com and I can put them on the page for you.

Rosemary Moore

LOST.....MISLAYED.....BORROWED ?
Has anyone borrowed one of the green cover, hardback 'Hymns Old &
New' hymn book which has my parents’ names on the inside front
page.......Douglas Arthur Ovenden & Lydia Gurtrude Ovenden, nee
Wakefield.
This copy appears to be missing from church, I have checked every
single copy from the shelves, numerous times over the past 3 months,
or so and cannot find it.
If you have borrowed it, that's absolutely fine, but if you have would
please just let me know?
Angela Purdy, mob. 07961 582644

ovepurd@outlook.com
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Shorne Flower Arrangers Events Programme
The meeting on the 29th October is our annual general
meeting followed by a harvest supper.
Advance notice of our November meeting.

Shorne Flower Arrangers and Rochester Rotary Club are pleased
to present a Charity Event, entitled.
“With Christmas in Mind”
A demonstration by
Linda Shackleton
Thursday 26th November 7.00pm for 8.00 pm.
Shorne Village Hall
The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA.
Flower and other raffle prizes.
Entry price of £7 includes refreshments.
For further information call Linda on 07748964800 / 01634325540
or Michael on 01634408607
Bring some friends!

Advance booking essential as there will be very few tickets available at the door.
We meet on the last Thursday of each month. Further information
about Shorne Flower Arrangers can be obtained from our Chairman,
Linda Hutcheon (Shackleton), 01634 325540 or the club secretary,
Mavis Jones on 01474 355386.
Arthur Clatworthy
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STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
Been Watching Strictly?
Enjoy a little "strictly" magic at Shorne Village Hall with
ShornARA Tea Dance
on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm.
.
Whether you're a beginner or an experienced dancer, we
have something
for everyone with ballroom, Latin and sequence to great
music.
Admission £4.00 including tea, biscuits and free raffle.

Next Dance 29 October 2015

THE CHURCH IS OPEN ON SATURDAYS
Until now the church (St Peter & St Paul off Butchers Hill) has been
locked between services. It is now open on Saturdays from 10 am to 4
pm except when it is being used for services such as weddings. We
hope this will give parishioners, and visitors from outside the village,
an opportunity to use it for private prayer and devotion and also to
look round our ancient church. There is a free guide leaflet available in
the church and a more detailed guide book and history which you can
buy.
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Church Services in Shorne
Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne

SUNDAYS

8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Pr ayer )
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion. The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all
the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
15

SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association
October 2015
Short Mat Bowls

Wednesday 7, 14, 21 and 28 October in the Village Hall
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)

Ten Pin Bowling

Friday 9 and 23 October at 1.15 for 1.30pm at AMF Bowling Gr avesend
Contact Audrey Dinnis 01474 824006

Theatre Trip

Tuesday 13 October - Gypsy - at the Savoy Theatre, London
Contact Richard Waters on 01474 560401

Walk

Wednesday 14 October at 10.00am - Cobham
Turn into Lodge Lane (by War Memorial) and park at far end. Route goes through the
golf course with a break at the Mausoleum - 4 miles.
Contact Ann/Peter on 016334 718895 for further info.

Quiz Night

Thursday 22 October at 6.30 for 7.00pm - in the Village Hall.
Bring your own nibbles, drinks and glasses. Cost £5.00 (pay at door).
Contact Maureen Horsham on 01474 363285 or Marion Fairall on 01474 823205 for
more info.

Main Meeting

Tuesday 27 October at 2.00pm in the Village Hall
Social afternoon

Tea Dance

Thursday 29 October at 2.00pm in the Village Hall.
(see separate item for full details)

If you would like to become a member of ShornARA please contact
our Membership Secretary Doreen Neighbour on 01474 324323.
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Clock Winding Oct to Dec 2015

3 October

Paul

10 October

Kevin

17 October

Andy

24 October

Lawrence

31 October

Paul

7 November

Kevin

14 November

Andy

21 November

Lawrence

28 November

Paul

5 December

Kevin

12 December

Andy

19 December

Lawrence

26 December

Paul

St Peter & St Paul Church, Shorne
Sidespersons' & Wardens' Rota - September 2015
Please contact the Church Wardens for the Sidespersons’ Rota.
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
September 2015 meeting
Following our summer break in August, we returned to stitching this
month by thinking ahead to Christmas. It can never be too early to get
started on a project for Christmas! This year, we are working on a couple of applique designs – one is of Christmas baubles and the other is
of a bird on a branch with a piece of holly. The applique designs will
be padded and can be either a wall hanging or placed on a table. Lots
to do, but it will be fun to learn a new technique.
The annual general meeting was held in the afternoon. Our Chair, Eileen, gave her report and the meeting voted on some issues. After that,
there was the chance to buy some books from the sales table, enjoy a
special cream tea to celebrate our return and to discuss our current
pieces of embroidery. One member had taken along a wedding veil she
had embellished. It was worn at a family wedding this summer and
was stitched with the intertwined initials of the bride and groom. It was
beautiful, very delicate and intricate.
We also had more information on the Capability Brown project our
branch is involved in to help celebrate the 300th anniversary of the famous landscaper. Leeds Castle is the setting for our branch’s embroideries and they will be exhibited there in June 2017. More on this as
the project progresses.
On 17th October there is a change to our programme. From 2pm our
speaker will be Jean Ball with a talk “The Quilt Story. We welcome
visitors, of all abilities, from 2pm at: The Community Room, Gravesend Library, Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost for visitors is £4.00 for each of the first two visits. Visit our website,
www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk, for information on our branch and
our meeting programme, or contact 01474 324734.
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Two rain poems by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)
Rain In Summer
How beautiful is the rain!
After the dust and heat,
In the broad and fiery street,
In the narrow lane,
How beautiful is the rain!
How it clatters along the roofs
Like the tramp of hoofs!
How it gushes and struggles out
From the throat of the overflowing spout!
Across the window-pane
It pours and pours;
And swift and wide,
With a muddy tide,
Like a river down the gutter roars
The rain, the welcome rain!

The Rainy Day
The day is cold, and dark, and dreary;
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
The vine still clings to the mouldering wall,
But at every gust the dead leaves fall,
And the day is dark and dreary.
My life is cold, and dark, and dreary;
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
My thoughts still cling to the mouldering past,
But the hopes of youth fall thick in the blast,
And the days are dark and dreary.
Be still, sad heart, and cease repining;
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining;
Thy fate is the common fate of all,
Into each life some rain must fall,
Some days must be dark and dreary.
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October 2015
Thurs 1st

2.00pm

Tues 6th

10.00am (Village Hall). PROBUS. ‘History from the Air’ – Speak
er Rob LeGear.

(Village Hall). Shorne WI. ‘I Married the Vicar’ –
speaker, Romy McCabe.
11.30am (River Thames) STAGES. Cruise on the ‘Waverley’

Wed 7th
Thurs 8th

(Essex) STAGES tour ‘Wonders of Essex’
7pm

Sat 10th
Tues 13th
Thurs 15th

Tues 20th

(Across Parish) Parish Council. Litter clearing
throughout parish.
7.30pm

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society. ‘The use
of Plants in Poisoning’ - Speaker Russell Bowes.
(Frasers, Egerton) STAGES Diners Club.
(Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. AGM
followed by ‘Ordnance Survey – Ancient and Modern’ peaker – Colin Brown.

10.00am (Village Hall) PROBUS. ‘History of Henley Telegraph
Company During WW2’ – Speaker Frank Turner.

Thurs 29th
Fri 30th

(Village Hall) STAGES monthly meeting. ‘An Autumn
Medley’ – speaker Matthew Crane

(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. AGM and
Harvest Supper.
7.30pm

(The Coach and Horses, The Hill, Northfleet). History
talk and meal. Ghosts over North-West Kent. – speaker
Christoph Bull.
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November 2015
Thurs 5th

2.00pm

(Village Hall). Shorne WI. ‘Emergency Response Service
- speaker – Robin Alexander
(St Paul’s Cathedral) STAGES. John Rutter 70th Birthday
Concert.

Mon 9th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) STAGES. Monthly meeting – end of year
social and cream tea.

Thurs 12th

(Orchard Theatre) STAGES. ‘Putting on the Ritz’ and
meal.

Tues 17th

(Duchess Theatre) STAGES. ‘The Play that Goes Wrong’

Thurs 19th

7.30pm

Thurs 26th

Mon 30th

(Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘Strood’s
Industrial Heritage’ – speaker Odette Buchanan
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Demonstration
- ‘With Christmas in Mind’.

6.00pm

(Reliance Restaurant, Gravesend). STAGES.
‘Pocahontas’ talk by Chris Bull and meal.

Weekly throughout year
Mondays

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Slimming World

Saturdays

10.00-4.00

(Shorne Church). Open to visitors except when being
used for weddings etc.

For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a
year ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and
event title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you
will need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.
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Invicta
In this magazine in May 2014 I told you the story of Hengist and Horsa, and
how the white horse became the symbol of Kent, from around the year
500AD. It is thought that this symbol is probably the oldest continuously used
symbol of a ‘state’ or government (remember Kent was at that time a
‘Kingdom’) still in use, as it is still used today by Kent County Council and
other Kent organisations.
I often hear people call the Kent horse ‘Invicta’. This is incorrect – the horse
has no name, and the use of the word ‘Invicta’ underneath the symbol has its
origins much later. The white horse is the symbol of Kent, the word ‘Invicta’,
which in Latin means ‘unconquered’, is Kent’s motto, and dates from the Norman Conquest in 1066.
We all know that William of Normandy invaded England in 1066 and defeated
the Saxon army under King Harold near Hastings on 14 October that year.
Following the battle William moved his army quickly to London, and had
himself crowned as King of England on Christmas Day 1066.
In his rush to be crowned on that ‘auspicious’ day, immediately following the
battle William and his army by-passed Kent, as he knew that he would be met
by fierce opposition. At the beginning of 1067 (we don’t know exactly when,
but can assume that it was early Spring) he had established himself well
enough in London to bring his army eastwards, to subdue the people of Kent,
and particularly to occupy and re-fortify Dover Castle – then the most powerful strategic fortress in England.
He moved his army along the old Roman Watling Street (what we now know
as the A2), which had been the main link between London and Dover since
Roman times, and historians think that at a point probably at the bottom of
what we now call Swanscombe Cutting (or Springhead), where the Ebbsfleet
river still flows (but much diminished these days), his army was met by the
Saxon army of Kent. Legend says that the Normans were un-nerved by seeing
what looked like a forest on the march coming towards them, especially when
the ‘forest’ then completely surrounded them. Following a signal, all the
bushes and trees were put to one side revealing a heavily armed army led by
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Syigand, and the Abbot of St Augustine’s Abbey, Canterbury, Abbot Egelsin. They told William that they came to offer
him allegiance, but only on the condition that he allowed the people of Kent to
retain many of their ancient Saxon laws and customs. The alternative offered
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was that he should otherwise expect total resistance, and no quarter.
There is another tradition that the ‘bushes and trees’ were symbolic, and denoted the choice that was being offered to William - the swords in one hand
meaning war, and oak branches in the other denoting peace.
William was no fool, and he must have considered what his chances were of
defeating the Saxon army of Kent with his limited Norman army, that had
been depleted at Hastings. Even if he chose to fight the army of Kent, and
won, it may have been at such a cost that he may not be able to resist other
pressures on him in other parts of England. It would be a pyrrhic victory, and
would possibly encourage uprisings against him elsewhere. He therefore decided that it was in his interest to agree their terms.
The army of Kent withdrew and William continued to Dover unmolested.
The rest as they say, is history!
Although William and his successors later reneged on many of the promises
they gave that day, many others continued into the 20th century. The most
important of these was that for almost a thousand years following the Norman Conquest, property continued to be passed on in Kent by the Saxon laws
of gavelkind, which assumed that property was passed on equally to sons and
daughters. The remainder of England was, from 1066, subjected to the Norman succession law of primogeniture, whereby property was passed on automatically to the eldest son. The special case of property succession in Kent
was only finally abolished by the Property Act of 1925.
For this reason, throughout the Middle Ages Kent had more property owners
(albeit of moderate wealth), and therefore more people able to vote in Parliamentary elections, than any other part of England. It also meant that Kent
also had fewer large landowners during this time, as any large inheritance
was generally split between children in the Saxon manner – therefore the
widespread status in Kent of ‘yeomen farmers’ – reasonably small-scale freehold farmers – and the tradition of the ‘Kentish Yeoman’.
Kent can reasonably claim therefore that alone amongst the counties of England, it was never ‘conquered’ by the Normans (nor indeed subsequently).
Instead it negotiated an honourable settlement! Of course, some say that the
people of Kent capitulated, and had they continued to offer resistance, then
maybe the Normans would not have maintained their control in those early
years following Hastings – we will never know. Since those times, the motto
of Kent has therefore been ‘Invicta’, meaning unconquered.
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Until the A2 was widened in 1965, a large monument stood at the side of the
road at the bottom of Swanscombe Cutting. When the road was made into the
dual carriageway we know today the monument was moved to the churchyard
of St Peter and St Paul, Swanscombe, where it remains to this day. On it is
written:
‘Near this spot in the year 1067 by ancient tradition the men of Kent
and Kentish men carrying boughs on their shoulders and swords in
their hands met the invader William Duke of Normandy.

They offered peace if he would grant their ancient rights and liberties
otherwise war and that most deadly. Their request was granted and
from that day the motto of Kent has been Invicta, meaning uncon
quered’.
In my previous article about Hengist and Horsa, and the Kent horse, I did
mention the difference between Men (and Maids) of Kent, and Kentish Men
(or Maids). We are of course ‘Kentish’ as we live west of the Medway – Men
and Maids ‘of Kent’ live to the East. It should also be remembered that until
the formation of the London County Council in 1889, the boundary of Kent
went as far as Deptford creek, making the two ‘halves’ of Kent fairly equal in
size.
Please check out your local heritage and go to see the monument.
Ian Craig
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William George Forster – died 13 October 1915
Lance-Corporal L9043 William Forster was killed in action one hundred
years ago this month, aged 22, the third person to be killed in action from
Shorne in The Great War. He was born in 1893 in Strood, and was the son of
William and Elizabeth Ann Forster of Thong House Bungalow, Thong. He
was a member of the 6th Battalion, The East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) and
was killed at the Battle of Loos on Wednesday 13 October 1915. Nine officers and 180 other ranks died in that battle on the same day. He is remembered
on our Shorne Village War Memorial, and on Panel 15/19, Loos War Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. He has no known grave.
Ian Craig

Shorne Cottage Garden Society

The last social event of the year is on Tuesday 13 th October at 7.30 pm in Shorne Village Hall when Russell Bowes will give a gruesomely interesting talk (full of tips???)
entitled ‘The Use of Plants in Poisoning’. Entry is free to members and £3 at the door
for non-members.
It only costs £5 for a year’s membership of the Shorne Cottage Garden Society and
for that you get free entry to our four evening social events each year, several newsletters and the chance to enter our three shows. Anyone interested in joining who
cannot make it to the Autumn Show can ring our membership secretary John Grace
on 01474 822647 or email ShorneCGS@gmail.com.
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Notes from the Choir Vestry
Sharp eyed readers of our Parish Magazine will have realised that last month I managed to submit copy that I had in
fact written a year earlier and was therefore completely out
of date! Sorry about that... better luck this time?! To date no
one has mentioned this to me, which either means that people are very polite or that they don’t read the Magazine very carefully!
I wanted to start by saying thank you to all those who supported Peter’s and my efforts in the Friends of Kent Churches ‘Ride and Stride’ on Saturday 12th September.
We cycled a distance of 17 miles and visited six churches (St. Mary’s, Higham; St.
Helen’s, Cliffe; St. James’s, Cooling; Higham Congregational Church; St. John’s
Higham and St. Peter and St. Paul, Shorne). It was a lovely day and we enjoyed the
ride. We think we have raised £270 in sponsorship, which will be divided equally
between the Friends of Kent Churches and St. Peter and St. Paul, Shorne. Many
thanks to everyone who sponsored us.
Moving on to choir matters, this month I thought I would include some Beatitudes
for choir members given to me by one of our choir members, Betty McCarthy. We
have vacancies in our church choir so if you are interested in singing then do contact
me at ramoore@btinternet.com or phone 824177. You don’t need to have any previous experience or to be able to read music – just have a love of singing.
Rosemary Moore
Beatitudes For Choir Members
By A. Jean Draeger (Adapted)
Happy are the singers who dedicate their voices to God’s service:
for their opportunities to serve and be blessed will multiply.
Happy are the singers who sing out with enthusiasm:
for their joy shall be contagious to waiting audiences.
Happy are the singers who endure without complaint the ‘new’, and ‘different’ and
‘difficult’ in music:
for their musicianship will flourish.
Happy are the singers who replace ‘I can’t’ with ‘I’ll try’ when challenged to sing
alone:
for they shall surely sense God’s presence and support.
Happy are the singers who treasure each hour of practice time:
for their hard work shall be richly rewarded.
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Happy are the singers who always worship as they perform:
for their ‘offerings’ will be well received.
Happy are the singers who pay for their director, accompanist, and one another:
for they shall experience renewed unity.
Happy are the singers who, though sometimes over-burdened by other activities,
over-worked by their director, and under-appreciated by the audience, don’t become
discouraged and drop out:
for theirs is the knowledge that winning the smile of God surely brings a full measure of blessings.

Knitting Stall at Church Open Day
Many thanks to everyone who supported the knitting stall at the
Church Open Day on Saturday 12th September. We raised £38.41
from the stall. We are very grateful to everyone who made and donated items to sell, bought items and to those who set up the stall and ran
it on the day. The proceeds will go to Shorne Church roof and tower
appeal.
Rosemary Moore
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Church Cleaning Rota
OCTOBER
3

Penny

NOVEMBER
7

Dennis, Isabel

10

Dennis, Isabel

14

Claire, Julie

17

Claire, Julie

21

Angela, Elaine, Valerie
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Angela, Elaine, Valerie

28

Penny

31

Penny

October
Sandy & Valerie

Brass Cleaning
November
Dennis & Isabel
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift
& Body Toning

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions

Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties
and other family celebrations.

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS

D J HAIR

Building Contractor
Established 1969

Bridleway, Burdett Avenue
Lower Shorne, Kent, DA12 3HP
TEL: 01474 822623
Mobile: 07850 726871 David Hair
07903 197609 Harry Underwood
Email: David.hair@virgin.net

2PG
332849

Carpentry & Joinery
Extensions
Conversions
Roofing
Painting & Decorating
Block Paving
All Property Maintenance
Structural Alterations
Conservatories
Orangeries

FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
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Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY

Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

JPM

Rose and Crown

Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne
Traditional home cooked pub food using
locally sourced produce.
Two course lunch for the over 60s on
Thursdays £7.95
Sunday lunch 12-4pm £9.95
Real Ales & Fine Wines
Dogs, kids & wellies welcome
Disabled access
For bookings tel: 01474 822373

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.
Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.
Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk
Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK

YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH

*Terms & Conditions apply

IMPERIAL WINDOWS

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR SPECIALISTS
We repair UPVC & Aluminium Windows & Doors
Misted Units / Broken Glass / Emergency Boarding
Adjustments / Draughts / Leaks
Locks / Hinges / Handles / Restrictors
Patio Door Handles / Wheels
Reliable – Local Company – Established 1986
FREE QUOTATIONS

01474 824400 / 07770 761355
www.imperial-windows.co.uk
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DJS

Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100
Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

ANN ARCHER
A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax

No :
130055

The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr Robin N. Theobald (Chairman)
Mr John R. Bugg (Vice Chairman)

823674
823642

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Leanne Hornby (Secretary)
leanneandpeter1@gmail.com

822272

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Julie Aspinall (President)
Secretaries:
Catrin Board & Maggie Harris

825046

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mr Alan Jarmyn

01634 710169
822991

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Linda Hutcheon (Chair)
Mrs Mavis Jones (Secretary)

01634 325540
355386

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
Doreen Neighbour (Membership Sec)

363285
324323

Stages

Richard Moore (Chairman)

823384

822848

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

