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Dear Readers
The two blank pages in the centre of last month’s
magazine certainly provided a talking point! I
had forgotten that I work in groups of four pages
when I deleted two empty pages. Add to this a
gremlin in the works meaning that not all of Ian
Craig’s article downloaded from his email to
Publisher and we had a sorry state of affairs.
Hopefully, this month we are back on track with
everyone’s contribution fully embedded in the
magazine.
I never met Edmund Redfern but I did hear him
speak about the history of Shorne and in particular the history of St Peter and St Paul Church.
What a wealth of knowledge he had! Several articles in this month’s magazine mention the interests he had and how he was a committed member
of many organisations. He will be sadly missed.
This month many societies in the village start up
again and there is a plethora of activities to
choose from.
Kind regards,
Sue Muckley

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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VICAR’S LETTER
From the Vicar
Only the Penitent Man Shall Pass
By the time this magazine is produced we will be very
firmly in the churches season known as Lent. A central
theme of Lent is penitence.
In our family we are great fans of good films. There’s that scene in Indiana
Jones and the Last Crusade in which Indy has to go through the tunnel in the
cave to finally find the Holy Grail. To do so he has to pass three trials. The
first one is that whirling blades unexpectedly fly from the walls to decapitate
the victim. The clue to get past is the phrase, “Only the penitent man shall
pass”. So Indy kneels down in penitence and the blade whirls harmlessly
over his head and he is saved.
But what is penitence? Penitence is the proper result of the realisation that
our God is Holy. His standards and his thoughts are so much higher than
ours. In the Old testament God gave his people laws to keep that indicate his
standards and his pattern for living. In the New Testament, contrary to widespread opinion, Jesus makes the laws effectively harder by saying is not just
doing things in disobedience to God’s laws that is sinful but thinking them as
well. For example Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
And a few verses before Matthew 5:21-22 “You have heard that it was said
to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will
be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment.”
If we carefully examine the scriptures we find that its not just lust or anger
that offend God but many of the wrong attitudes that we think are not all that
bad and are very quick to forgive ourselves for.
A key passage of scripture is 1 John 1:7-10 “if we walk in the Light as He
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we
are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His
word is not in us.”
2

Many people are quick to do just that, say they have no sin. Regular reading
of the bible, particularly the New Testament should change our mind.
The good news of the gospel is that when we as individuals put our faith in
Jesus Christ we are forgiven all of our own personal wrongdoing.
When we put our faith in Jesus we are forgiven because his death on the
cross has paid our penalty. He has been punished in our place.
This repentance is the life changing foundation experience of the Christian
faith and makes the Christian religion unlike any other. Other religions call
for the devotee to observe the rules in order to please God or to live by the
precepts of the Holy Book.
This changing of the path or turning away from self to God is the first step
and the continual step in the Christian pilgrimage. I am to develop a
“penitent mentality”. I am to be a “penitent man”–not just going through this
repentance experience once but to develop this as a regular and continual
mindset.
If this sounds like a gruesome and grinding constant groveling, then the critic
has never experienced the freedom, joy and fresh perspectives that come
through this revolutionary way of being. For if you are truly convinced that
you do not know everything, then you are open to learn something. If you are
convinced that your narrow mindedness, small attitudes and petty ways are
wrong, then you are open to new vistas, fresh experiences and new opportunities to love and embrace all things.
The penitent man may pass–not only through the trials of life, but into the
abundance of life, both in this life and beyond the grave.
I hope this helps in understanding the Christian meaning of penitence particularly as we approach Easter.
With all best wishes
Glyn Ackerley - Vicar
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EDMUND REDFERN
6/3/1920-29/1/2015.
Edmund's family would like to thank everyone for their sympathetic
cards and calls.
There will be a Service of Thanksgiving for Edmund's life in the
Church at 12 midday on Monday March 2nd.
Everyone who knew him is welcome at the Church and afterwards at
the Village Hall.
No flowers, but donations if you wish to the Roof and Tower fund.

Church Cleaning Rota
March
7th
14th
21st
28th

Claire & Julie
Angela, Elaine & Valerie
Penny
Dennis & Isabel

April
4th
11th
18th
25th

Claire & Julie
Angela, Elaine & Valerie
Penny
Dennis & Isabel
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Kent County Council reject Shorne Parish Council’s claim to a legal right of
way at Shorne Mead level crossing
KCC have ruled that the footpath from Queen’s Farm Road in Lower Shorne to
Shorne Marshes, which follows the route of the ancient village droveway to Shorne
Mead for grazing cattle and has been used by local residents for many decades, has
not been proved to be a legal right of way.
This means that action taken arbitrarily by Network Rail in November 2009 to close
the level crossing at Shorne Mead, which was built across the route of the current
footpath, has not so far been successfully challenged.
Given the weight of supporting evidence, including more than 60 witness statements
and 35 affidavits detailing past use of the footpath showing how extensively this
right of way has been enjoyed for many years, the Council is both surprised and disappointed at this outcome.
It means that this traditional and easy access route to the northern part of our parish
and the riverbank, including Shorne Marshes and the historic Shornemead Fort, continues to be obstructed.

Having taken advice, the Council have lodged an appeal to the Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. We are now preparing evidence in support of
our case which, having considered the arguments deployed in KCC’s ruling, we believe to be persuasive.
Disturbances in Park Pale
A number of Shorne residents, together with representatives from Shorne Parish
Council and other interested parties, attended a meeting with Kent Police at Rochester & Cobham Golf Club on 20 January to discuss the frequent noise disturbances
and hazards caused by motorcycles and cars in Park Pale.
Although not directly connected, the damage to lawns in Woodlands Lane was also
discussed.
Chief Inspector Simon Alland, Gravesham Area Commander, said that although the
Police were operating under significant budgetary and resource constraints, he recognised the concerns raised and the Police were treating the matter as important.
Chief Inspector Alland reported that a number of Section 59 warning notices had
been issued to bikers in Park Pale, and he reported on other measures that are expected to be in place before the summer. It was later confirmed that a valid traffic
regulatory order was in place, prohibiting all motor vehicles from entering Park Pale
5

Chief Inspector Alland reported that a number of Section 59 warning notices had
been issued to bikers in Park Pale, and he reported on other measures that are expected to be in place before the summer. It was later confirmed that a valid traffic
regulatory order was in place, prohibiting all motor vehicles from entering Park Pale
except for access, and that this prohibition is enforceable.
Residents were encouraged to report all disturbances in Park Pale by telephoning
101, and stating that they are reporting nuisance vehicles in Park Pale which is in the
Gravesham Police Area (beat code XC24). This should draw the call operator’s attention to the history to enable an accurate log of events to be collated, and will ensure that the call is directed to the correct Police area.

A further meeting is planned for later this year in order to review progress and the
effectiveness of the measures taken.
In the meantime, Inspector Chris Carter will oversee police operations with regard to
Park Pale, and Sergeant Carli Deacon and Bob Lane will liaise as principal points of
contact.
Bob can be contacted on bob.lane@gmx.co.uk or 01474 822680.
Bob Lane

Next Parish Council meetings
The next Council meetings take place as follows Thursday 5 March 2015 [Planning and Highways Committee]
Thursday 19 March 2015 [Footpaths, Properties and Greens Committee]
Thursday 9 April 2015 [Council]
All the meetings take place in Shorne Village Hall starting at 7.45pm
Parishioners are most welcome to attend any of these meetings.
Roy Dinnis
Shorne Parish Council
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EASTER SEASON SERVICES
St Peter & St Paul, Shorne
Sunday 29 March, 9.45 am – PALM SUNDAY
We meet at the Village Green (in The Street opposite Hayes
Terrace) to process to the Church or in the Church for the
service starting about 10.00 am.
Thursday 2 April, 8.00 pm – MAUNDY THURSDAY
We commemorate the Last Supper with an informal service
of Holy Communion in the Randall Chapel of the Church.
Friday 3 April – GOOD FRIDAY
12 noon – 2.00 pm: Good Friday Vigil – The church will
be open for private prayer and meditation.
2.00 pm: An Hour at the Cross – worship and meditation
around the central themes of Easter.
Sunday 5 April– EASTER SUNDAY
8.00 am: Holy Communion – the Book of Common Prayer
service in the nave of the Church
Breakfast in the Church between the ser vices (about 9
am)
– all attending either service welcome, no
need to book
10.00 am – Informal Family Communion Service for all t
he family to celebrate Easter including an egg
hunt.
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
Another full calendar of events for our members through March and April.

Mon 9 Mar 2015

2 pm Main Meeting Shorne Village Hall –
Talk by Jeremy Clarke on The Guildhall, Roch
ester

Thu 12 Mar 2015

Diners Club – Hilltop Restaurant

Wed 25 Mar 2015

Racing at Kempton Park

Thu 9 Apr 2015

7 pm Stages Main Meeting Shorne Village
Hall – Talk by Alan Spooner on ‘Living in a
Lighthouse’

Thu 16 Apr 2015

Alexander McQueen at V&A

Thu 23 Apr 2015

Full Monty at the Orchard Dartford

If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12), who must
live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of any age, are welcome to come to one of our Main Meetings as advertised above, phone
Adrienne our membership secretary on 01474 822875 or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com. Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village
Stores from early each month.
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UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
Guided tour of St Botolph’s Church, Northfleet and meal at
Coach & Horses public house.
Guide: Christoph Bull
Meet: Lych Gate, The Hill, Northfleet (Entrance to St Botolph’s
churchyard)
On Friday 27th February 2015 at 7pm (earlier than the other Coach &
Horses talks)
Price: £12 – includes talk, meal and donation to St Botolph’s Church
Booking essential via Sharon Duffy at the Coach & Horses on 01474
395088
Illustrated talk on Gravesend & tour of Three Daws public house,
Gravesend
Speaker: Christoph Bull
On: Monday 23rd March 2015
Meet: Three Daws public house
Begins: 7.30pm
Tickets: £14 includes the talk, tour of the building and a meal
Tickets from The Three Daws public house, Town Pier Square, Milton
next Gravesend DA11 0BJ 01474 566869
Illustrated talk on Swanscombe
Speaker: Christoph Bull.
On: Friday 27th March 2015
Meet: Coach & Horse public house, The Hill, Northfleet DA11 9EX
Begins: 7.30pm
Tickets are £12 which includes a meal and the talk.
Tickets : from Sharon Duffy c/o The Coach & Horses 01474 395088
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February meeting.
President Julie welcomed us to the February Meeting.
Unfortunately there was a problem with the boiler, but we
were provided with fan heaters and blankets, so we were
very cosy!
A member of the Istead Rise Institute came to tell us about the Craft Show
they are arranging in September to celebrate 100 years of W I. She explained
the great variety of classes to be covered. They included sewing, knitting,
flower arranging, photography and art so it was hoped we could all find
something to inspire us.
Out Darts Team has done well again, and to encourage more members to join
in there will be a Darts Taster evening on April 30th. Darts will be available
for participants to use.
Juliette asked for offers of help to design an arrangement to fit in the
box that has been provided to celebrate 100 years of WI. We eagerly await
the result!

Our Speaker was Julia Davies. Julia had won a Bursary to enable her to study
Textiles. She chose to do this in India and showed us photographs of the
methods Indians use in dyeing, weaving and printing silk and cotton. They
work in such difficult conditions, but manage to produce beautiful work. Julia
brought a large selection of scarves, cushion covers and hankies with her, and
also a beautiful silk sari which was yards long. It took two ladies 6 months to
make. Julia bought it for £35.She was thanked for her very interesting talk
We all wished Pat a Happy Birthday.

The May Meeting will be one week later than usual, on May 14th. The Hall is
needed for the General Election on May 7th.
The afternoon ended with tea and cakes.
Valerie Martin.
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NORTHFLEET & DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB
At our meeting on the 10 February 2015, JIM PRESTON gave a presentation
entitled 'SHORT BROTHERS', a firm that were strong in the Medway Towns
in the wartime years. They established the first aircraft factory at Isle of
Sheppey and later at Rochester, but few realised the 'brothers' had a great deal
to do with the early days of aviation, producing basic experimental aircraft
and gliders in the early 1900's. They were associated with such famous
names such as Lord Brabazon of Tara, who held the Royal Aero Club's Pilot's
Licence No.1, and Sir Alan Cobham, whose flying circus was known Worldwide. It was a fascinating talk revealing many interesting facts about the early days of aviation.
On the 24 February 2015, our talk was entitled 'PADDLE STEAMER MEDWAY QUEEN - HEROINE OF DUNKIRK'. The paddle steamer is currently
being restored on the river Medway at Gillingham, and the talk was given by
PAM BATHURST, who is a member of the Medway Queen Preservation
Society.
On the 10 March 2015, we will have a talk given by BRIAN DOORNE entitled 'WINDMILLS IN KENT - A PERSONAL VIEW', and should give an
interesting perspective into these iconic features of Kent.
Any semi or retired men interested, may come along to Shorne Village Hall,
between 10am and noon on the 10 March 2015, 2015, and join the members
of this friendly group, by arrangement with club secretary, Tony Weller, on
01474
560230.
For
general
PROBUS
information
visit
www.shornevillagehall.org under the heading of 'Regular Hall Users'.
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Shorne Cottage Garden Society
The Shorne Cottage Garden Year started on Tuesday 10 th
February with its AGM at which sadly, a minutes silence was
observed to the recent passing away of its President Edmund
Redfern and long time member and great supporter, Jack
Wilkins.

Our Social year starts on Tuesday 10th March with a talk at
Shorne Village Hall by Malcolm Withnall on ‘Improving
Your Fruit and Vegetable Gardening’. This should provide
us with plenty of tips for our three Shows, the first of which
is on Saturday 11th April. Doors open at 7 pm and the event
is free to members and £3 for non-members.
We are looking for new members. It only costs £5 for a
year’s membership of the Shorne Cottage Garden Society
and for that you get free entry to our four evening social
events each year, several newsletters and the chance to enter
our three shows.
Anyone interested in joining can ring our membership secretary John Grace on 01474 822647 or email ShorneCGS@gmail.com.
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Shorne C of E Primary School: Clerk to the Governors
Shorne C of E Primary School is looking to recruit a flexible, organised person to provide clerking support to the Governing Body of the school. This is a paid role for someone
who is able to draft agendas, take notes and produce minutes
of meetings, maintain information on membership and advise the Governing Body on procedural and legislative matters relating to education.
There will be approximately six meetings per year and hours
and salary are to be negotiated. Full training and support will
be given. This vacancy would suit someone who has some
spare time and is interested in supporting their local school
and community.
Please contact Ms D. Mansfield on 01474 822312, if you are
interested in this role.
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STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
Been Watching "Strictly"?
Enjoy a little "strictly" magic at Shorne Village Hall with
ShornARA Tea Dance on every last Thursday of the month at
2.00pm.

Whether you're a beginner or an experienced dancer, we have
something for everyone with ballroom, Latin and sequence to
great music.
Admission £4.00 including tea, biscuits and free raffle.
Next Dance 26 March

THE CHURCH IS OPEN ON SATURDAYS
Until now the church (St Peter & St Paul off Butchers Hill) has been
locked between services. It is now open on Saturdays from 10 am to 4
pm except when it is being used for services such as weddings. We
hope this will give parishioners, and visitors from outside the village,
an opportunity to use it for private prayer and devotion and also to
look round our ancient church. There is a free guide leaflet available in
the church and a more detailed guide book and history which you can
buy.

14

Church Services in Shorne
Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne

SUNDAYS

8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Pr ayer )
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all
the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association

March 2015
Short Mat Bowls
Wednesday 4, 11, 18 and 25 March in the Village Hall
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
ShornARA Quiz Night
Thursday 12 March 6.30 for 7.00pm start in the Village Hall
Bring your own nibbles, drinks and glasses.
Pay at the door £5pp.
Contact Maureen Horsham 01474 363285 or Marion Fairall on 01474
823205.
Ten Pin Bowling
Friday 13 and 27 March at 1.15 for 1.30pm at AMF Bowling Gr avesend
Contact Audrey Dinnis 01474 824006
Walk
Wednesday 18 March - Cuxton
Park and meet in area of White Hart pub (but not in pub car park). Walk via
hamlet of Upper Bush following farm tracks and woodlands with a couple of
slight hills - 4.5 miles.
For further info please contact Ann and Peter Green on 01634 718895.
Tea Dance
Thursday 26 March at 2.00pm in the Village Hall
(see separate item for full details)
Main Meeting
Tuesday 31 March at 2.00pm in the Village Hall.
"How to Enjoy your driving more" - John Mills tells us humorous driving
stories pointing out our faults, attitude and driving skills. John has been an
active member of the Institute of Advanced Motorists for nearly 25 years.
If you would like to become a member of ShornARA please contact our Membership Secretary Doreen Neighbour on 01474 324323.
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild

February 2015 Meeting

I was unable to attend the ’97 Group this month due to a water leak at home
which flooded my kitchen. Whilst mopping up, I wished I was sitting down
with the others, stitching and chatting. However, I am glad to report that lots
of stitching was done with some members continuing their Hardanger pieces.
The shadow work started last week also continued.
Luckily, I was able to attend the afternoon meeting when we had a talk from
Nicola Jarvis (www.nicolajarvisstudio.com). Nicola had a background of
being a graphic artist when she became very interested in embroidery. She
had visited the Victoria and Albert museum, textile section, and became inspired by the exhibits to learn embroidery. A three year apprenticeship, from
1991 -1994, in traditional embroidery at the Royal School of Needlework
followed. Nicola explained how the students were able to put their training
to practical use when they worked during holidays in the RSN studio. Conservation and repair of textiles, some hundreds of years old, became part of
her training.
Branching out, Nicola has worked in both teaching at the RSN and working
as a designer of embroidery for fashion. This work ranged from working for
High Street stores such as Marks and Spencer to couture pieces. Also, we
saw slides of Nicola’s embroidery on wedding dresses - ranging from classic flowers and beads in ivory and white to the use of colour in designs. Truly
beautiful. More recent work includes an exhibition of pieces based on William Morris designs.
If you did not make it to Meopham Library to see our display, have a look on
our website to see photos of the pieces exhibited.
Our March meeting, on21stMarch 2015, hosts a talk 'Stitch Inspiration'
with Libby Smith (www.libbysmith11.blogspot.com)
We welcome visitors, of all abilities, from 2pm at: The Community Room,
Gravesend Library, Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost for
visitors is £4.00 for each of the first two visits.
Visit our website, www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk, for information on our
branch and our meeting programme, or contact 01474 324734.
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Do you love to be outdoors and want to help your community?
If your answer is yes then volunteering as a Countryside Access Warden may be ideal for you. Wardens carry out simple
tasks on Public Rights of Way such as clearing overgrown
vegetation and improving way-marking so people can use
footpaths, bridleways and byways easily.
Kent County Council are looking for volunteers to become
Countryside Access Wardens in Shorne and surrounding areas. You need to be over 18, fit enough to carry out light
physical duties and able to spare at least a couple of hours
every month at times convenient to you.
Knowledge of Public Rights of Way is not necessary as free
training and equipment will be provided, a basic
knowledge of map reading and regular access to a computer
would be useful.
For more information and to apply to become a Countryside
Access Warden for your local area please go to
www.kent.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/volunteering/
countryside-volunteering/countryside-access-wardens
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Shorne C of E Primary School
I must apologise for the lack of contributions from us over the
last few issues. My new year’s resolution was to make the deadline and I failed in month one.
It also demonstrates how busy school life is and that I need to set
a reminder on my phone.
Since I last wrote we have become an Academy. We are now
part of a small multi-academy trust with St. George’s and St. Botolphs. With all of us
being church schools it has strengthened our Christian Commitment and values further and we hope to have lots of opportunities for collaborative learning.
Later in the year we will be joining other church schools in a performance of ‘Jonah
and The Whale’.
We hope you enjoyed our Christmas tree at the church. We loved looking at all the
trees when we visited the church.
Now the weather is improving our sports teams are very active. Dodgeball, Basketball, Athletics, Netball and Football are all currently being played and we are having
some great success.

Were you listening to Radio Kent on Tuesday 13th January at 10am? If so, you will
have heard 3 of our children taking part in Junior Book Club. They were talking
about the book ‘Prankenstein’ and were fantastic. A listener rang up after the show to
say what a credit to the school and to children of their age they were.
Radio Kent also e-mailed with the following; “The children must make you so proud.
They were all charming, thoughtful and very articulate. What a super school you
must have.”
We do have a super school and we are very proud. Hopefully (if I can remember the
deadlines) I will be sharing with you many more wonderful things that we do at
Shorne School.
Mrs Westmorland
Deputy Headteacher
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March 2015
Thurs 5th

2.00pm (Village Hall) Shorne and Thong WI. A Police
man’s Lot Can be a Happy Lot’ - Alan Coxon

Mon 9th

2.00pm (Village Hall) STAGES. Monthly meeting.

Thurs 12th

(Hilltop Restaurant) STAGES Diners Club.
6.30pm Village Hall) Shorne ARA. Quiz

Thurs 19th

7.30pm (Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘The
History and Restoration of Paddle Steamer Medway
Queen’ – Mark Bathurst.

Wed 25th

(Kempton Park) STAGES. Horse racing.

Thurs 26th

7.00pm (Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. A nniver
saries.

Sun 22nd

7.30pm (Orchard Theatre, Dartford). Charity Gala Night in
aid of Demelza Children’s Hospice and Ifield
School.

Mon 30th

7.30pm (Village Hall). Parochial Church Council

April 2015
Thurs 2nd

2.00pm (Village Hall) Shorne and Thong WI. Local Histo
ry with Chris Bull.

Thurs 9th

7.00pm (Village Hall) STAGES. Monthly meeting.

Tues 14th

Thurs 16th

(Royal Festival Hall) STAGES. Pinchas Zuckerman.
day

(V&A) STAGES. Alexander McQueen exhibition.
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7.30pm (Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘Sir
Joseph Bazalgette – Cholera, Sewers, Pumping Sta
tions, Embankments and Bridges’. Diana Rimel.
Thurs 23rd
Mon 27th

(Orchard Theatre) STAGES. The Full Monty
7.30pm (Village Hall). Parocial Church Council – Annual
Parochial Church and Vestry Meeting

Thurs 30th

7.00pm (Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Imposed
workshop.

Weekly throughout year
Mondays

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Slimming World

For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by
email, using the heading Parish Calendar, to
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a year ahead. The
Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and event
title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event
(s) you will need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine
Editor.
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St Peter & St Paul, Shorne
Sidespersons’ & Wardens’ Rotas
March 2015
Note: Please arrange your own replacement if you are not available as
indicated.

Date

1
March
8

15

*
*

Time

P

8.00
am
10.00
am
8.00
am
10.00
am
8.00
am
10.00
am
8.00
am
10.00
am
8.00
am
9.50
am

P

P

22

29

R

Warden *

Sidesperson

Service

A Moffat

J Aspinall

Holy Communion (BCP)

S Cackett

J Olid

All Age Worship

G Lewis

P Lewis

Holy Communion (BCP)

A Moffat

R&J
Hankin
A Pay

Holy Communion (CW)

I Craig

Mothering Sunday

M Harris

B Lennard

Holy Communion (BCP)

J Theobald
A Moffat

A Purdy

Holy Communion (CW)

A Pay

Holy Communion (BCP)

S Cackett

E Rothwell

Palm Sunday (& procession)

M Crawford
S Cackett
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S

Holy Communion (BCP)

Shorne 1940 – Part 1
This a full version of Ian’s article that should have appeared in last
month’s magazine. Somewhere along the line of processing from email to
Publisher some of the article disappeared. The next instalment will appear
in April’s magazine.
Seventy-five years ago the world, Britain and Shorne were very different
places to what they are now. 1940 was to be one of the most eventful years
ever.

At the beginning of 1940 Britain was four months into what was to become
the Second World War, only 22 years after the end of ‘the war to end all
wars’ – the Great War – World War 1. So far, the War was still fairly limited
in terms of countries involved, but due to German, Soviet, Italian and British
involvement during this year it was becoming at least a whole-European war,
with some incursions into Africa. The year began fairly quietly, but was soon
to ‘hot up’.
At the beginning of January the Russians invaded Finland, a very small Baltic
country with a population only about twice the size of Kent. The invasion was
halted by severe fighting on their joint border. At the same time life began to
get more difficult in Britain with the introduction of rationing of basic foods.
On 16 February although Norway was still neutral, the British destroyer HMS
Cossack, under the command of the legendary Captain Philip Vian, entered
Norwegian territorial waters and forcibly removed 303 British Prisoners of
War from the German transport ship A ltmark. These prisoners were mainly
merchant seamen who had been captured by the German battleship Graf Spee
before it was finally cornered and scuttled off Monivideo following the Battle
of the River Plate at the end of 1939 – the first major British victory of the
War. This boarding was the last recorded naval incident when cutlasses were
used.
In March meat was added to the ‘rationing’ list in Britain, and Benito Mussolini, the Italian leader, agreed to enter the war alongside Germany. At the end
of the month Britain and France signed an agreement that neither would seek
a separate peace agreement with Germany.
April saw the now infamous Katyn massacr e, when 22,000 Poles, mainly
army officers, were massacred by the Russian NKVD. German troops landed
in Norway and quickly captured Oslo, and three days later British naval forces and aircraft were successful against a larger German naval force in Norwe23

gian waters in the First Battle of Narvik. A significant breakthrough also took
place during this month when the Enigma code was deciphered at Bletchley
Park – an event that was to alter the course of the War.
On 1st May, with Ger man for ces now almost completely in contr ol of
Norway, allied forces began evacuation. On 9th conscription in Britain was
extended up to the age of 36, and a day later (10th) Winston Churchill became
the 60th Prime Minister of the United Kingdom upon the resignation of Neville Chamberlain. On the same day the UK invaded Iceland to secure it from
the Germans and the German offensive against Luxembourg, Belgium, the
Netherlands and France began. On 13th, three days after being made Prime
Minister, Churchill delivered his famous ‘blood, toil, tears and sweat’ speech
in the House of Commons. On 26 May Calais surrendered to German forces
and Operation Dynamo, the Allied evacuation of approximately 340,000 allied troops, began from Dunkirk (lasting until 3 June).
On 13 June Paris was occupied by German troops and on 17th the troopship
RMS Lancastria, evacuating troops from France, was sunk of St Nazaire with
a loss of over 4000 lives – the greatest ever loss of life from the sinking of a
ship, and the largest loss of life from a single engagement of the War. The
next day Soviet troops entered and occupied Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.
France officially surrendered to Germany on 25th, and Soviet troops occupied
Romania. On 30th German troops invaded the Channel Islands.
On 3 July, only a week after France having surrendered to Germany, the Royal Navy attacked and destroyed the French naval fleet based at Mers-el-Kebir,
Algeria, to prevent it falling into German hands. During this attack 1297
French service personnel, many of whom were supportive of the new Free
French Government in exile, were killed. Churchill later said that this was
one of the most difficult decisions he had to make in the War. On 10th The
Battle of Britain was considered to have begun with Luftwaffe raids on shipping in the Channel, and on 23rd ‘Dad’s Army’, or The Home Guard, was
officially established, drawing on those men that were too old or for other
reasons unable to serve in the regular armed forces.
In August, Italian forces invaded British Somaliland, and on 20th Churchill
delivered his ‘never was so much owed by so many to so few’ speech to the
House of Commons. On 25th he ordered the bombing of Berlin in retaliation
for the previous night’s bombing of the City of London.
On 1 September Germany’s Jews were ordered to wear yellow stars for identification, and on 7th the Luftwaffe was ordered to shift its focus away from
RAF airfields (such as Gravesend/Shorne) to London.
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On 3 October Warsaw’s Jews were directed to move into the Warsaw ghetto,
and on 7th Germany invaded Romania to block the Soviet army’s advance.
On 24th Italian Air Force bombers saw their first action over London in the
Battle of Britain. On 28th, Italian forces invade Greece.
In November, HMS Jervis Bay, an armed merchant ship escorting 38 merchant ships in Convoy HX-84 from Novia Scotia to Britain was sunk when
the convoy was attacked by the German battleship A dmiral Scheer just south
of Iceland. The Jervis Bay’s captain, Edward Fegen broke off from the convoy to attack the battleship with no hope of success. He ‘bought’ the convoy
enough time to scatter and avoid total annihilation by his actions. He was
posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. This became one of the moist heralded ‘British pluck’ stories of the War, and was a major media story across
the world. His VC citation reads:
‘For valour in challenging hopeless odds and giving his life to save the
many ships it was his duty to protect. On the 5th of November, 1940, in heavy
seas, Captain Fegen, in His Majesty’s Armed Merchant Cruiser Jervis Bay,
was escorting thirty-eight Merchantmen. Sighting a powerful German warship he at once drew clear of the Convoy, made straight for the Enemy,
and brought his ship between the Raider and her prey, so that they might
scatter and escape.
Crippled, in flames, unable to reply, for nearly an
hour the Jervis Bay held the
German’s fire. So she went down; but of the
Merchantmen all but four or five
were saved.’
On 11th the Royal Navy successfully attacked the Italian fleet at Taranto,
causing significant damage and securing supply lines in the Mediterranean.
Senior Japanese naval officials used this attack as a model for their later attack on Pearl Harbour. On 12th British forces finally secured central Africa
from the Vichy French, but on 14th Coventry Cathedral, and the mediaeval
centre of Coventry, were destroyed by German bombers.
On 6 December British and Indian troops of the Western Desert Force
launched the Operation Compass desert offensive against Italian troops in
Egypt and Libya– the beginning of the later successful North African campaign.
The War was therefore well under way, but normal life as far as possible
continued, as did the normal round of births and deaths.
In January Jack Nicklaus was born (golfer, 21st). In February it was David
Jason (actor, 2nd), Smokey Robinson (singer, 19th), Jimmy Greaves
(footballer, 20th) and Denis Law (footballer, 24th).
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In April Penelope Keith (actress, 2nd) was born. Tom Jones (singer, 7th) was
born in June as was Nancy Sinatra (singer, 8th) and Adam Faith (singer, 23rd) ,
and in July Ken Clarke (politician, 1st) and Ringo Starr (singer, 7th).
In September Raquel Welch (actress, 5th) was born, and in October Cliff Richard (singer, 14th), Kathy Kirby (singer, 20th), Geoff Boycott (cricketer, 21st),
Manfred Mann (singer, 21st), and Pele (footballer, 23rd).
The year came to a close with Dionne Warwick (singer, 12th) being born.
The list of notable deaths in 1940 is shorter – John Buchan (author) in February, Leon Trotsky (revolutionary) in August, Neville Chamberlain (Prime
Minister) in November and F Scott Fitzgerald (novelist) in December.
Ian Craig

.

26

NADFAS
‘Art and the Great War’ will be coming to Luddesdowne Church
DA13 0XE on Saturday 25 April at 7.30pm with that well known lecturer from NADFAS, the Tate Britain and Tate Modern, Val Woodgate.
Val is a lecturer in Art History and particularly art, artists and World
War 1. She will be illustrating and telling us how in the face of strict
official censorship, artists with dire experience of war depicted the conflict in powerful and often deeply moving works of art.
Tickets £10 each including light refreshments from Dai and Veronica
Rees 01474 812952 or more details on the website www.cobhamluddesdowne.org

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
The Shorne Village Hall website www.shornevillagehall.org has now been
upgraded and provides an excellent opportunity for all those clubs and organisations who use the hall, and look to the public to attend their events, to
use the free publicity which the website now offers. The website has already
had some small effect in increasing membership of some of the organisations
in the area and it is anticipated that the new upgrading will assist further. Just
send particulars of the event which is open to the public to leanneandpeter1@gmail.com

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE will be held in the Small Hall at 7.30 pm
on Tuesday 21st April 2015 and we cordially invite all members of the public and user organisations of the Hall to come for the evening.
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SHORNE FLOWER ARRANGERS
PRESENT

“Anniversaries”
A Floral Art Demonstration
By

Robin White
Thursday 26th March
Shorne Village Hall DA12 3EA
Doors open 7pm for 8pm start
Entry: members £5, visitors £7
Includes refreshments
For further information phone 07748964800
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Shorne Flower Arrangers Events
Programme
26th February.
ty”.

Practical workshop “Winters Boun-

26th March.

Area Demonstrator, Robin White, titled “Anniversaries”.

30th April.

An Imposed workshop. Organiser to be advised.

28th May.

2015 Club Competition.

25th June.

Practical, an all foliage arrangement by Sheila Williams.

30th July.

Demonstration by Jane Patterson, titled “Times are a
changing”.

27th August.

Demonstration by Linda Clatworthy. Title to be advised.

24th September.

“Swop Shop” An Imposed workshop with a difference.

29th October.

Club AGM followed by Harvest Supper.

26th November.

A demonstration by Linda Hutcheon, titled “ With
Christmas in mind”.

We welcome new members of all abilities, including those with no previous
experience of flower arranging. Visitors are welcome to come along and see
what we do, for which there is a small charge of £3,and this includes tea/
coffee. Bring some flowers and join in the fun of making a floral design suitable to enhance your home. There is always someone on hand to get you
started. Our annual subscription is just £20. Further information about SFA
can be obtained from Mavis Jones 01474 355386.

Arthur Clatworthy
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Notes from the Choir Vestry
On behalf of the choir I wanted to say how
very sorry we were to learn of Edmund
Redfern’s death recently. We extend our
heartfelt condolences to Marion and Martin
and family.
Edmund gave outstanding service to the musical life of
Shorne Parish Church for an extraordinarily long length of
time – some thirty four years, I believe – when he was both
organist and led the choir. I am told that he initially took on
the job on a ‘temporary basis’! It says so much about his
commitment that, after he stood down as organist – when he
was in his 90’s – he was willing to continue to sing bass with
the choir. I remember his frustration that his voice no longer
had quite the range it once had!
I expect that very many people in Shorne were touched in
one way or another by Edmund’s life – his amazing depth of
knowledge and his many abilities, all carried out to such a
high standard. My memories are more recent and include
much gratitude for his kindness and generosity to me as I
took my first steps learning to play the organ, as well as his
valuable contribution to choir practices when he would always have useful comments to bring to the learning of whatever we were preparing. We all valued his musicianship and
fellowship greatly and will miss him very much.
Rosemary Moore
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COFFEE & CAKE MORNING
Come and join us at 10.00 on Saturday
14th March at Shorne Parish Church for
coffee & cake to raise money for Comic
Relief , to enjoy socialising and have some fun with friends
from around the village.
The person who suggested this is my 10 year old Granddaughter, Isabel who will be baking apple cake and rocky
road among others.
If anyone would like to contribute home baked cakes/
pastries then please contact
Dennis Usher on 01474 536662 or by email at
dennisusher@hygienesolvers.com
Please wear your Red Nose!!

PLUCKLEY QUILT AND CRAFT SHOW 2015!
Calling all Quilters and Crafters!
Pluckley's next Quilt Show will be on Saturday and Sunday, 26th and 27th
September 2015. We already have approximately 20 Canadian Red Cross
quilts promised for display and await offers of local fabric crafts for exhibition from anyone who would like to exhibit.
Further details will follow in future months but initial enquiries are welcome
now.
Phone Sue 01233 840544 or Judy 01233 840280 for information.
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Gala Night @ The Orchard Theatre, Dartford
7.30 pm on Sunday 22nd March
Banish the winter blues!
An evening of feel good variety entertainment …
Laugh along with Bobby Davro and tap your feet with Chas
Hodges (of Chas and Dave fame).
Gareth Gates will sing, Twist and Pulse will dance.
Paul Burling, the incredible impressionist from Britain's Got
Talent, will amaze you and Stavros Flatley will have you
giggling!
Top that off with the fabulous Lenny Zakatek and a live band
who will be providing the backing to all our acts.
Then add the slightly insane compere duo of Goodmaze and
Shed ...and you've got an evening you'll remember for a very
long time!
All proceeds from the show will go to Demelza Hospice
Care for Children and Ifield School, Gravesend.
A big THANK YOU to all the acts for appearing free.
Appearance may be subject to professional commitments.

Tickets : £25 or £35 available from The Orchard Theatre Box Office on
01322 220000 or on-line at www.orchardtheatre.co.uk
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift
& Body Toning

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions

Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties
and other family celebrations.

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS

D J HAIR

Building Contractor
Established 1969

Bridleway, Burdett Avenue
Lower Shorne, Kent, DA12 3HP
TEL: 01474 822623
Mobile: 07850 726871 David Hair
07903 197609 Harry Underwood
Email: David.hair@virgin.net

2PG
332849

Carpentry & Joinery
Extensions
Conversions
Roofing
Painting & Decorating
Block Paving
All Property Maintenance
Structural Alterations
Conservatories
Orangeries

FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
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Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY

Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

JPM

Rose and Crown

Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne
Traditional home cooked pub food using
locally sourced produce.
Two course lunch for the over 60s on
Thursdays £7.95
Sunday lunch 12-4pm £9.95
Real Ales & Fine Wines
Dogs, kids & wellies welcome
Disabled access
For bookings tel: 01474 822373

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.
Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.
Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk
Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH

*Terms & Conditions apply

IMPERIAL WINDOWS

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR SPECIALISTS
We repair UPVC & Aluminium Windows & Doors
Misted Units / Broken Glass / Emergency Boarding
Adjustments / Draughts / Leaks
Locks / Hinges / Handles / Restrictors
Patio Door Handles / Wheels
Reliable – Local Company – Established 1986
FREE QUOTATIONS

01474 824400 / 07770 761355
www.imperial-windows.co.uk
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DJS

Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100
Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

ANN ARCHER
A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax

No :
130055

The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr M. Brett (Chairman)
Mr B Wilkinson (Vice Chairman)

356163
536131

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Leanne Hornby (Secretary)
leanneandpeter@leannehornby.co.uk

822272

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Julie Aspinall (President)
Secretaries:
Catrin Board & Maggie Harris

825046

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mrs M Morten

01634 710169
822522

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Sheila Williams (Chair)
Mrs Jean Cooke (Treasurer)

353405
322767

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
Doreen Neighbour (Membership Sec)

363285
324323

Stages

Richards Moore (Chairman)

823384

822848

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

