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Dear Readers
It feels as if the lead up to Christmas starts earlier and earlier every year. My daughter-in-law
dragged me along to the opening of Liberty’s
Christmas shop on 6th September!

£5.00 p.a for delivery
in Shorne & Shorne
West—contact Mary
Potter 822345

In school, preparations for Christmas celebrations begin in earnest after the October half term
break. Lots of practice is needed for Carol concerts, and rehearsals for Nativity plays become
more and more urgent as the big day approaches.

Published ar ound
the end of every
month except January
and August

Patience really does become a virtue! A colleague used to call this ‘the silly season’ and
would quote Raymond Briggs regularly muttering, ‘Blooming reindeer, blooming Christmas’ to
retain her sanity.

Next issue
Copy deadline
Fri 16 January
Printing
Wed 21 January
Stapling
Fri 23 January

As Glyn reminds us, we sometimes forget what
we are celebrating in the midst of trying to find
that perfect gift or the designer food we all seem
to buy at this time of year.

Published & printed
by Shorne Parochial
Church Council

Ian recommends Carrie’s War at the end of his
piece about evacuees. Personally, I like Goodnight Mr Tom. Both are excellent books and either could be the perfect companion for quiet
time by the fire this Christmas.
Kind regards,
Sue Muckley

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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VICAR’S LETTER
From the Vicar
Christmas message from the Vicar
It seems strange to me to be writing this Christmas article
the weekend after Remembrance Day. We are not even in
the highly spiritually significant period of Advent yet and
yet we have to think about Christmas. Although I’m not complaining. I like
Christmas, no, I love Christmas. I love the sights, the sounds, the smells of
Christmas. For me it is a family time, when loved ones come to visit but it is
also about the humility of God being prepared to make himself vulnerable,
coming in the form of a fragile baby in order to save us.
It is unfortunate when Advent, a season when we think about being prepared
for the second coming of Christ as well as his first, is swallowed up by preChristmas events. Of course it is entirely understandable that schools for instance, should want a Christmas celebration before term ends; but I fear the
desire to start the Christmas build-up so early is a sign that, as a society, we
are not good at waiting. The world has become a very impatient place. We
move from one supermarket checkout queue to another in an attempt to get
served more quickly, only to discover that the first queue was moving more
quickly after all! Try sticking to a rigid 30 miles an hour in a speed limit area, and you’ll soon become aware of people desperate to overtake, so that
they can reach the next red traffic light three seconds before you do! Of
course, the revolution in information technology encourages us to expect a
very rapid response in all our communications. So we become less used to
having to wait.
I feel we are in danger of losing the importance of the present moment; of
being alert as to what is going on around us; of really stopping to listen to
other people and being sensitive to them, of enjoying the here and now rather
than rushing on towards the next thing. If this is how we sometimes live,
what chance has God of being allowed in to our hearts or ‘getting a word in
edgeways’? Christmas demands a time of preparation if we are to take seriously the need to be challenged by Christ’s coming among us. We all know
the uneasy feeling, perhaps even panic, when a guest turns up too early for a
meal or meeting and we wish we had given ourselves more preparation time.
A visit can be truly spoiled in that way.
So may we make time to be ready for the coming of Jesus at Christmas, by
asking whether we are prepared for his demands, for what he expects from us
his disciples, and being attentive to the present moment when he might challenge us and expect a response from us 2in life’s many ordinary situations. In

our desire to have a good family time and to give and receive gifts, we may
forget that Christmas is all about God’s rescue mission. His willingness to
lay down his splendour and Glory and his infinite riches to become poor in
order to reveal his true nature of self-sacrificing love to us. The love that led
Jesus to the cross that opens the door of salvation and eternal life for those
who will trust in Christ.
This year we are learning a new carol at Shorne Church. Actually it’s an old
carol written by Rev Frank Houghton sometime in the 1930’s.
"This hymn was written at a particularly difficult time in the history of the
churches mission to China. Missionaries had been captured by the communist Red Army and released in poor health after over a year of suffering.
Others had been captured never to be heard from again. In 1934 the young
missionaries John and Betty Stam were captured in Anhwei and beheaded.
Though this was a very dangerous time for both the Chinese Christians and
the foreign missionaries, Frank Houghton decided he needed to begin a tour
through the country to visit various missionary outposts. While traveling
over the mountains of Szechwan, the powerful and comforting words of 2
Corinthians 8:9, "though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor,"
were transformed into this beautiful Christmas hymn."
The carol is sung to the tune of a lovely, traditional French carol - "Quelle
est cette odeur agréable?"
I include the lyrics below. I believe they express the true message of Christmas.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour,
All for love's sake becomes poor.
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Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising
Heavenwards by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love's sake becamest man.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,
Make us what thou wouldst have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Saviour and King, we worship thee.
Frank Houghton (1894-1972)
Do come and join us in our services this year. We will sing all of the traditional carols as we take time to think of the significance of Christ’s coming
into the world.
I wish you a blessed Advent, a very happy Christmas and a new year in
which you come closer to Christ.
In His name,
Glyn Ackerley - Vicar

The Council The Secretary of State appointed
an independent Inspector Nigel Payne BSRTPI
MCMI to conduct the
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Christmas Season Services 2014
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne

Sunday 14 December Usual services at 8 and 10 am
3.30 pm Christingle service
Sunday 21 December Usual services at 8 and 10 am
3.30 pm Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24 December :
2.00 pm
Service of Remembrance
4.30 pm
Crib Service
11.30 pm
Midnight Communion
Christmas Day, Thur sday 25 December :
8.00 am
Holy Communion (from Book of Common Prayer)
10.00 am
Christmas Family Communion Service
Sunday 28 December: Usual ser vices at 8am and 10am

John Pooley
Barbara would like to thank everyone who supported her
and the family on the day of John’s funeral at the church.
A big thank you goes to Gloria and the girls for the lovely
spread they provided afterwards.
Finally, the generosity of so many people raised the great
sum of over £2000 for the hospice.
Thank you.
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Shorne Mead level crossing
More than four years ago Network Rail decided to close this crossing, thereby preventing access to vehicles and walkers from travelling via this route to the marshes
and to Shorne Mead Fort.
In the February edition of this magazine, I reported that the Parish Council had submitted to Kent County Council an application for a Definitive Map Modification Order which would establish the legal status of Shorne Mead crossing as a public right
of way. According to our legal advice, if such proof could be established, the case for
reopening the crossing would be considerably strengthened.
KCC consideration of our application has been deferred until now because of the
large backlog of such applications received by them. However our application has
now reached the top of their pile and is under active consideration.
As I explained in February, more than 50 signed affidavits were submitted to KCC
by those who had used the crossing regularly. KCC have now written to all those
who signed the affidavits, together with others who have contacted us since, enclosing "Initial User Evidence Questionnaires" which request some additional information about their use of the crossing.
The Parish Council wishes now to ensure that anyone who has used the crossing, and
who may not yet have contacted us formally, should be able to take part in this consultation. If you, or anyone you know, has used the crossing in the past and would
now like to supply information on your use of the crossing and its value to you, it is
not too late to do so. Just send your name and address please to
Mrs Leanne Hornby
Denmark House
Tanyard Hill
Shorne
Near Gravesend
Kent DA12 3EN
Email leanneandpeter@talktalk.net
An "evidence form" will then be sent to you to complete and return.
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The Parish Council wishes to leave no stone unturned in its efforts to restore access
at Shorne Mead and the support of all its past users will be greatly appreciated.
Programme of volunteers for clearing footpaths
The Parish Council is grateful for parishioners' interest expressed in volunteering to
help keep our overgrown footpaths clear.
All the necessary hand tools and high visibility clothing and gloves have been ordered from Kent County Council CC for use by volunteers .
Our intention is that the clearance programme will get under way in March 2105.
We will select areas requiring clearance taking account of our own path surveys and
feedback from local residents and walkers. We shall in the meantime keep those who
have volunteered in the picture and look to agree with them an initial programme
including likely dates and times.
It is still not to late to become a volunteer! If you are interested, or would just like to
know more about what would be involved, do please contact me on 01474 824006
[mobile 07773 787025] or by email on roydinnis@aol.com.
Police contact visits
Police officers will next be visiting Shorne Country Park to give advice and assistance to the public on Wednesday 3 December from 2pm to 3pm.
Christmas 2014 and New Year 2015
The Parish Council wishes Shorne parishioners and their families a very Happy
Christmas and all the very best for 2015.

Roy Dinnis
Shorne Parish Council
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UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
Ghosts over North West Kent – Local History and Chips event.
On: Monday 1st December 2014
At: Reliance Fish Restaurant, Queen Street, Gravesend
Time: 6pm sharp for meal, talk follows
Speaker: Christoph Bull (Local Historian)
Cost: £12 – includes talk and fish & chip supper
Booking essential on 01474 533593 (Reliance Fish Restaurant) or call into the restaurant in Queen Street.
Christoph Bull tells and reads some true ghost stories from this part of Kent.
Gravesend in Christmas past – a guided walk around the town
On: Saturday 13th December 2014
Meet: 11.30am outside Gravesend Library, Windmill Street
Guide: Christoph Bull (working with The Grand Healthy Living Centre)
Cost: £3 per person – no need to book just turn up
Optional refreshments at The Grand, King Street afterwards.
A walk which includes information on Christmas a hundred years ago.
Information: 07702287147.
Guided tour of Chalk Church and sale of new Chalk Church & Parish booklet
On: Sunday 14th December 2014
At: St Mary the Virgin Church, Church Lane, Chalk
Begins: 2.30pm
Cost: £3 for the tour, £3 for the booklet (signings available)
Guide: Christoph Bull (Local Historian)
Information: Christoph Bull 07702287147

Historical Guided walk around St Mary Hoo (Circular walk) – Winter Warmer
walk
Saturday 27th December 2014
Meet: 10am outside St Mary’s Church, Hall Road, St Mary’s Hoo ME3 7JQ
Guide: Christoph Bull 0770 2287147
Come and join us for a walk to clear the post-Christmas feeling in this lovely unspoilt
part of Kent.
Gravesend Historical Society Walk.
Cost: Free – but donations appreciated.
Please note this walk is in St Mary’s Hoo – NOT Hoo St Wer ber gh. Sensible footwear is needed as this is a country footpath walk.
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Ghosts over North West Kent – a talk and dramatized readings
Speaker: Christoph Bull
At: Coach & Horses, 25 the Hill, Northfleet
On: Friday 30th January 2015 at 7.30pm
Price: £10 includes talk and fish & chip supper
Booking essential via Sharon Duffy at the Coach and Horses on 01474 395088

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS
Another year has passed and Parish Magazine subscriptions are due.
The price remains unchanged at £5.00 for 10 issues. Some of the distributors collect in December, others at the end of January. If you
haven’t paid your subs already, could you please make use of the envelope delivered with this magazine and, if at all possible, return it to
your distributor - or at least have it ready when they call back. If you
wish to pay by cheque, please make cheques payable to Shorne PCC.
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year from all the Magazine Team.

Church Cleaning Rota for February
7th
14th
21st
28th

Claire & Julie
Angela, Elaine & Valerie
Penny
Dennis & Isabel

ACTIVE PART-TIME CLEANER REQUIREDFOR SHORNE VILLAGE
HALL
TELEPHONE 01474 822874
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
Another full calendar of events for our members through December and January
Saturday 6th December – STAGES’ Christmas Dinner and Dance at Shorne
Village Hall
Thursday 11th December – John Rutter Concert at Royal Albert Hall
Saturday 20th December – Christmas Cracker Concert at Cadogan Hall
Friday 2nd January 2015 – Peter Pan at Orchard Theatre
Monday 12th January Main Meeting at Shorne Village Hall (Doors open 2
pm)
Tuesday 13th January – Turner Exhibition at Tate Britain
Tuesday 20th January – Swan Lake at Orchard Theatre
Thursday 29th January Calamity Jane at Orchard Theatre
Thursday 5th February – Cirque Du Soleil at Royal Albert hall

If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership
or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12),
who must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of
any age, are welcome to come to one of our Main Meetings as advertised above, phone Ali our membership secretary on 01474 824138 or
email stagesofshorne@gmail.com. Copies of our Newsletter will be
available in the Village Stores from early each month.
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association
December 2014
Day Trip
Wednesday 3 December - Littlecote House Hotel, Hungerford, Berks for the 20th Anniversary Christmas Party with Dunwood Travel. Contact Marjorie Attwaters - 01634 726545.
Ten Pin Bowling
Friday 5 December at 1.15 for 1.30pm at AMF Bowling Gr avesend.
Contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474 824006.

Walk
Wednesday 10 December at 10.00am - Lower Upnor - A Chr istmas walk with mulled
wine and mince pies at the end. Meet in the car park near the Arethusa. Circular walk along
the shore via Hoo Marina and Hoo Church (Tide determines which way round we walk) - 4
miles.
Further info call Ann or Peter 01634 718895
Christmas Lunch
Tuesday 16 December 12.00 for 12.30pm at Mid Kent Golf Club.
Contact Malcolm Carter - 01474 534906.
January 2015
Short Mat Bowls
Wednesday 7, 14, 21 and 28 January in the Village Hall
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
Theatre Trip
Wednesday 7 January 2.30pm - Orchard, Dartford - Dreamboats and Miniskirts. Contact: Michael Hayward 01474 566883.
Ten Pin Bowling
Friday 9 and 23 January at 1.15 for 1.30pm at AMF Bowling Gr avesend
Contact Audrey Dinnis 01474 824006

AGM
Tuesday 27 January at 2.00pm in the Village Hall. This will be followed by a Pr ofessional
entertainer - Rob Tompsett performing a range of well loved songs from the 50's and 60's.
Tea Dance
Thursday 29 January at 2.00pm in the Village Hall (see separ ate item for full details)
Anyone wishing to join ShornARA should contact our Membership Secretary
June Horrocks on 01474 824448
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Beryl Wharton chaired the meeting in the absence of
President Julie. Julie was visiting her daughter in the
states, as she had just given birth to a little boy. There
was great jubilation in the Aspinall family as a few days
earlier their daughter -in-law also had a son. Everyone
sent their congratulations.
Unfortunately the October meeting had to be cancelled at short notice, so secretary Maggie Harris had a lot of business to deal with. There were Christmas
invitations from the W. I.s of Cobham, Meopham, Chalk and Istead Rise, and
our Christmas Lunch will be in the Village Hall on December 4th. at a cost of
£13. The District Carol Service will be held in Chalk Church on December
9th.
This year Shorne Church will feature Christmas trees as the decoration, and
all Village organisations have been invited to provide and decorate a tree.
They will be installed on December 11th. The following evening the Church
will be open so that we can view the trees and partake of some refreshments.
The District Meeting was held at Shorne in October, and our W. I. Acted as
hosts. It went well and we were delighted to learn that we had won the Whist
competition, the Darts Competition and the Pancake Race.
November seems to be a popular month for birthdays, and five ladies received Buttonholes.
Our Coffee morning held in November was well supported, and members
provided plenty of goods for the various visitors. We raised the magnificent
sum of £400.
Ian Porter was the speaker for the afternoon. His subject was the life of
Charles Dickens. Charles’ father was a clerk in the Royal Navy, and in 1817
he was posted to Chatham, where the family enjoyed a pleasant life. Unfortunately father Dickens was a gambler and in 1822 he had to leave Chatham,
taking 9 year old Charles with him. Mother and daughter remained in Chatham. Dickens was put in the debtors prison and Charles found work in a
Blacking Factory, where he was known as The Little Gentleman. He earned
6 /- a week, which did not go far in helping to pay off the debts, but fortunately Mr. Dickens was left a small inheritance, paid off his debt and the family resumed a decent life. At last Charles was able to attend school, but only
for two year, and he then became a lowly clerk in a lawyer’s office in Grays
Inn. This is when his distrust of lawyers began and two of his famous charac12

-ily resumed a decent life. At last Charles was able to attend school, but only
for two years, and he then became a lowly clerk in a lawyer’s office in Grays
Inn. This is when his distrust of lawyers began and two of his famous characters, Mr. Tolkinhorne and Uriah Heap came from. Charles taught himself
shorthand and was able to find a better job in the Houses of Parliament. He
soon decided that M.P.s had little understanding of the way the majority of
people lived so he started writing articles to bring their plight to the notice of
middle class people, and these were published.
He was invited to write regular articles and so started his writing career with
"Letters from Boz ". This earned him £14 per month. He married Katherine
and wrote his first novel, Oliver Twist. He produced novels and children at
about the same speed. His poor wife had a nervous breakdown, and he
blamed her for having too many children. Charles then seemed to lose interest in his wife and fell in love with a younger lady. In 1865 when he was travelling up to London, the train derailed and there were many injured. This
seems to have had a profound effect on Charles and he wrote very little afterwards. Instead he started his speaking engagements, going round the country
reading excerpts from his books and acting the various parts as he was a very
good mimic. His fame spread to America, and he undertook two tours there,
but his health was fading. As I am sure you know, he lived at Gads Hill,
Higham in a house he had seen when out walking with his father as a boy. He
died there aged 58.
Ian Porter was thanked for his interesting talk by Catrin Board.
The afternoon ended with delicious cakes and tea.
Valerie Martin
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STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
START 2015 ON THE RIGHT FOOT
AT SHORNARA TEA DANCE
If you're learning to dance, why not come along to practice?
If you're an experienced dancer, you may learn some new moves
or some new sequence dances.
For great music, great company and a good deal of fun
come and join in our monthly Tea Dance.
Tea Dances held every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
at Shorne Village Hall.
Admission £4.00 including Tea, Biscuits and Free Raffle.

Next Tea Dance 29 January 2015

SHORNE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

At the November meeting we had a wide ranging talk about “The Revolting
English”. We may think of ourselves as peaceful and tolerant but there have
been many times in our history when those qualities were in short supply
from the 1381 Peasants’ Revolt, through industrial disputes, to women’s suffrage.
“The Origin of Nursery Rhymes” will be the talk by Dr John Reuter at the
next meeting on 18 December and “A Royal Interlude & the Traditions of
Royal Maundy” by local speaker Peter Hartley will take place on 15 January.
Both will be at 7.30pm in Shorne Village Hall and non members and prospective members will be welcome.
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Church Services in Shorne
Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne

SUNDAYS

8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Pr ayer )
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all
the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
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December 2014
Mon 1st

6.00pm

(Reliance Fish Restaurant, Gravesend). Local history and
chips – Ghosts over North West Kent. Talk and fish and
chip supper. Christoph Bull

Sat 6th

evening

(Village Hall) STAGES. Christmas Dinner and Dance.

Thu 11th

evening

(Royal Albert Hall) STAGES. John Rutter’s Christmas
Celebration.

Fri 12th

6.00pm

(Parish Church) Spectacle of Christmas Trees

Sat 13th

3.30-4.00

Shorne Church Choir sining Carols in St George’s Cen
tre, Gravesend

Sun 14th

1.30pm

(Village Hall). Food, Craft and Gift Fair (and visit
from Father Christmas)
(Parish Church) Christingle service

3.30pm
Wed 17th

10.00am
evening

(Parish Church) Shorne School. Carol Service
(The Three Mariners, Oare, Nr Faversham). STAGES.
Diners Club meal.

Thu 18th

7.30pm
7.30-8.00

(Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘The Ori
gins and History of Nursery Rhymes’ – Dr John Reuther.
Choir sininging Carols in Rose&Crown, Shorne

Sat 20th

evening

(Cadogan Hall) STAGES Christmas Cracker

Sun 21st

3.30pm

(Parish Church) Carol Service

Wed 24th

2.00pm
4.30pm
11.30pm

(Parish Church) Remembrance Service
(Parish Church) Crib Service
(Parish Church) Midnight Communion

Thu 25th

8.00am
10.00am

(Parish Church) Holy Communion
(Parish Church) Christmas Day service

Sat 27th

10.00am

(St Mary Hoo). Historical guided walk around St Mary
Hoo. Christoph Bull.

January 2015

Fri 2nd

(Orchard Theatre). STAGES. Peter Pan.
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Thurs 8th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) Shorne and Thong WI. Bring and Buy

Mon 12th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) STAGES. Monthly meeting.

Tues 13th

7.30pm

(Village Hall). Village Hall Management Committee.

Thurs 15th

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘A Royal
Interlude – Service in the Royal Household and Tradit
ions of Royal Maundy – Peter Hartley.

Tue 20th

(Orchard Theatre). STAGES. Swan Lake.

Fri 23rd

evening (Village Hall). Burns Night meal and dance.

Mon 26th

7.30pm

(Village Hall). Parochial Church Council.

February 2015
Fri 2nd

(Orchard Theatre, Dartford). STAGES. Pantomime. Pet
ter Pan.

Thurs 5th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) Shorne and Thong WI. Cookery
Demonstration - Julia Davies
(Royal Albert Hall). STAGES. Cirque du Soleil

Thurs 12th

7.00pm

(Village Hall). STAGES. Monthly meeting STOSCA RS.

Thurs 19th

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Local History Group. ‘Hospitals
and Alms Houses’ – David Carter.

Weekly throughout year
Mondays

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Slimming World

For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a year ahead.
The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and
event title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you will need to
send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.
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St Peter & St Paul, Shorne
Sidespersons’ & Wardens’ Rotas
December 2014 to February 2015
Note: Please arrange your own replacement if you are not available as
indicated.
Date

7 Dec

Time

Warden

Sidesperson

Service

M Crawford

J Aspinall

Holy Communion (BCP)

B Tuff

M Bottomley

All Age Worship

8.00 am

M Harris

B Lennard

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

S Cackett

I Craig

Holy Communion (CW)

3.30 pm

B Tuff

J Aspinall

Christingle Service

8.00 am

G Lewis

G&P Lewis

Holy Communion (BCP)

8.00 am
10.00 am

14

21

10.00 am

24

J Theobald

A Purdy

Family Communion

3.30 pm

S Cackett

E Rothwell

Carol Service

2.00 pm

A Moffat

-----

Remembrance Service

4.30 pm

B Tuff

J Olid

Crib Service

A Moffat

R&J Hankin

Midnight Communion

M Crawford

A Pay

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

A Moffat

M Bottomley

Family Communion

8.00 am

G Lewis

G&P Lewis

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

S Cackett

I Craig

Holy Communion (CW)

8.00 am

M Harris

J Aspinall

Holy Communion (BCP)

11.30 pm
25

28

4 Jan

8.00 am

10.00 am
11

18

B Tuff

M Bottomley

All Age Worship

8.00 am

M Crawford

B Lennard

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

J Theobald

I Craig

Holy Communion (CW)

G Lewis

G&P Lewis

Holy Communion (BCP)

J Theobald

R&J Hankin

Family Communion

8.00 am

M Harris

A Pay

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

A Moffat

J Olid

Holy Communion (CW)

8.00 am
10.00 am

25
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Operation Pied Piper
One of the most emotionally charged decisions made by the British government during World War Two was to relocate children out of urban centres to places where the
risk of invasion or bombing attacks was low or non-existent. Shorne was interestingly
placed, as although it was a rural village, it was squeezed between two large (and
militarily important) urban centres.
Called Operation Pied Piper, millions of people, most of them children, were shipped
to rural areas in Britain as well as overseas to Canada, South Africa, Australia, New
Zealand and the United States.
Almost 3 million were evacuated during the first four days of September 1939, making it the biggest and most concentrated population movement in British history.
Plans had begun to be made in 1938 when it became obvious that Germany was both
able and prepared to bomb civilian populations, and had demonstrated this in the
Spanish Civil War. The head teacher of Shorne School, Albert Richardson, noted in
the Shorne School Logbook on 17 April 1939 that ‘The vicar has been asked to form
a Committee to deal with evacuees – this committee to include school staff’. These
discussions were about evacuees from elsewhere coming to Shorne, at the same time
as Shorne children were being evacuated from the Parish!
When Germany invaded Poland on 1 September 1939 the evacuations began, and on
25 September Mr Richardson noted:
‘As Germany invaded Poland on September 1st and England (sic) declared
war on Germany on September 3rd, evacuees came to Shorne and the School
was not reopened until today. It is necessary to run a double shift – native
children will attend the morning session and the evacuees the afternoon.
Native roll 85. Evacuee roll 51’.
This was the first and largest evacuation, but another half a million children were
moved in similar exercises throughout the war, mainly from major cities as saturation
bombing increased. The first wave of evacuation took place when there was a clear
expectation of a seaborne invasion of the south coast.
Some evacuees were sent to pre-prepared camps, but the majority were billeted with
families in the receiving areas. As the majority of evacuees were from urban areas,
and the majority of receiving areas were rural, this presented complications and concerns. City children did not always get on with their rural counterparts – and vice versa. Beryl Tuff, whose family had a mother and child billeted on them at their house
on The Ridgeway remembers not liking the girl and Beryl and her friends throwing
tomatoes at her!
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The willingness of adults to have evacuees billeted on them was mixed. Whilst some
took them into their homes willingly, others were not well treated, and were sometimes treated as additional labour, replacing workers who had gone off to war. As a
result, as soon as the risks reduced, many returned home.
Locally, on 3 September 1939, the day the Second World War broke out, 3694 people, most of them children, but some young children and babies with their mothers,
pregnant women, disabled people and teachers, from Gravesend and its surrounding
area (including Shorne) were evacuated from the Southern Railway pier in West
Street Gravesend on five pleasure steamers – the Golden Eagle, the Royal Daffodil,
the Queen of the Channel, the Royal Sovereign and the Medway Queen. They were
sent to the east of England, mainly Suffolk and Norfolk – rather strangely, as East
Anglia facing the mainland of northern Europe, had in World War One been an area
that was easily reached by German aircraft and ships. It is not clear how many
Shorne children were amongst this group, but it seems that most of the children in
this evacuation were from Gravesend itself which was seen to be a vulnerable urban
area due to its proximity to Tilbury docks.
Anne Clifford, who now lives in Swillers Lane, lived in Denton at the beginning of
the War and was part of the first evacuation, as a very young girl travelling with her
mum and older sister. She clearly remembers all the children with their parents meeting at their local schools (hers was Northcourt) and ‘marching’ with their mums up to
West Street pier to get on their ship and be taken by sea to Great Yarmouth. She
doesn’t remember which of the five ships it was. She remembers lots of children,
some with their mums, sleeping on the floor (on straw palliasses) at what she was
later told was Yarmouth Racecourse. From there she went to Dereham in Norfolk
where they were lined up for local people to choose who they were to take with them.
Apparently, her older sister and her mum did not like being away from home and
after only a week, returned to Gravesend. This was not an uncommon story!
On 15 November 1939 Mr Richardson stated in the Log Book that ‘It has been decided to merge the two schools from Monday 20th November’.
The second evacuation – this time only from the local area, took place in response to
Luftwaffe action above North Kent at the time of the Battle of Britain (June-October
1940) and the Blitz (September 1940-mid 1941).
1224, mainly children, left the area at the beginning of June 1940. All local schools
had been opened on Saturday 1 June for any parents to register their children, and
only those registered were taken. This time they were evacuated to Windsor and to
Devon. We don’t know how many Shorne children (if any) left at this time.
On 9 May 1941 Mr Richardson reported that ‘Evacuees (who had been sent to
Shorne in 1939) all returned home. None now on roll’
A third, smaller evacuation took place locally when V1 and V2 rockets began to arrive from mid-1944. As well as the previous criteria for evacuation ‘children and
mothers with children who had already lost their homes to bombing’ was added.
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On 22 August 1944 Miss C Dyble, who took over as head teacher from Mr Richardson stated ‘received notice that Shorne children could be evacuated. Arrangements
to be made at once. Evacuation on Saturday (25 th) to Wales’.
Beryl Tuff was one of only three children from Shorne School who were evacuated
in 1944, along with her elder sister Doreen and Sylvia Goldsmith from Lower
Shorne. They were sent to Aberystwyth in Wales. They boarded a coach at Shorne
Crossroads, already fairly full with Higham children, which took them to board a
train ‘a long way away’ (Euston?), which then went direct to Aberystwyth. She was
only away less than a year, but in that time she had four different ‘placements’ with
mixed (but not untypical) experiences. On arriving at Aberystwyth, the three Shorne
girls were split up, Beryl being placed with a retired doctor and his wife. She remembers them as kind ‘but old’ – obviously too old to have a young child billeted on
them, as she was soon moved to be with her sister at the home of a solicitor and his
family. They too were kind. Beryl doesn’t remember why, but they were soon moved
again to a hotel with about a dozen other boys and girls from London. Beryl says that
she and her sister were then ‘naive village girls’ who were led into mischief! So they
were moved again, this time to a couple who billeted seven children. They all had to
sleep in one room, in two beds. They were very poorly treated, cold, poorly fed and
hit if they did any wrong. They all had to do jobs in the house – Beryl had to clean
shoes and her sister had to clean out the fire-grate every morning before school. All
the evacuee children went to a special school set up just for them.
When Beryl and her sister eventually returned to Shorne their clothes were so ragged
that they had to be burnt, they were infected with fleas and they were very dirty.
They had to have their hair cut very short and were not allowed back to school for
several weeks until all the fleas had clearly been eradicated.
Sylvia Goldsmith was billeted initially in a hotel. She was very unhappy and returned to Shorne after only six weeks.
There are many books, particularly novels, written about evacuation experiences.
One I’ve always been particularly fond of is Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden – I recommend it to you!
I’m grateful to Anne Clifford and Beryl Tuff for helping me with this article, and
also to Patricia Packham (whose late husband’s great-great grandparents lived at
Bushy Lees) for putting me in touch with The Evacuees Reunion Society who keep
memories of evacuees alive, arrange reunions and publish a monthly newsletter. I’m
happy to pass on details of the Association to any reader who wishes to contact them.
Ian Craig
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild

November meeting
The Community Room in Gravesend Library, for our November meeting, was a hive of activity as members were very busy stitching their Christmas Tree and Christmas Bauble Christmas cards. There were 18 members
enjoying themselves, as they learnt new Canvas work stitches such as Smyna
Cross stitch and Leaf stitch which resulted in some excellent cards.
Some members bought along their own pieces of work to continue. One was
making Christmas tree decorations which we may well plan for November
2015's meeting to share with members.
Members were reminded about the new courses taking place in the New Year
when they were asked to sign up for either the Shadow Quilting class or the
Hardanger class. Those participating are all beginners which means that, once
again, North Kent Embroiderers' Guild are passing on the skills of traditional
embroidery.
Members were also finishing off their 'Twas the Night before Christmas'
hanging ready for Christmas which they have been making in the 97 Group
since September. More members bought along their pieces of work which
they had been working on during the week from the Jennie Rayment Day
school the previous Saturday.
Our December meeting will begin at 2pm on Saturday 20th. Show and Tell, a
quiz and Christmas Party with mince pies will be on offer. It will be a chance
to gather and talk over the stitching done over the last 12 months.
We welcome new members, of all abilities, at Gravesend Library, Windmill
Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost for visitors is £4.00 for each of the
first two visits. Visit our website, www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk, for information on our branch and our meeting programme, or contact 01474
324734.
The picture is of an unfinished work from the Jennie Rayment Day School.
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HIGHAM WRITERS SHOWCASE WEIRD
AND WONDERFUL
Many thanks to everyone who supported our 9 th Showcase
on the 15th November at Shorne village hall. This was our
first performance at the village hall, supported by a larger
audience than we have been able to accommodate in the
past. Apparently you all enjoyed yourselves, despite the
mysteries of the sound system which we will have solved before next time. Watch this space!
We have been able to send a donation of £250.00 to the Ellenor Hospice, a tremendous amount, and all thanks to you,
our audience, and all our hard working helpers.
For Christmas stories and past work, do see our website
www.highamwriters.co.
The next Showcase will be in the summer of 2015. Before
then, we will be visiting Hiara, in Higham Village Hall and
reading at Age Concern. Denise will be delivering a short
lecture at the Rotary Club, Gillingham in January. After our
usual Christmas break (and well earned rest) we will be reconvening on Monday mornings from 12th January 2015.
New writers welcome!
Denise Leppard
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Shorne Flower Arrangers Events
Programme
Our November meeting was a “Christmas Inspiration”
demonstration by Linda Clatworthy.
We do not meet in December but our program for 2015
is as below. We are expecting to decorate Christmas trees in the church on
Thursday 11th December.
29th January
26th February.
26th March.
30th April.
28th May.
25th June.
30th July.
27th August.
24th September.
29th October.
26th November.

Demonstration by Pauline Atherton
Practical workshop “Winters Bounty”.
Area Demonstrator, Robin White, titled “Anniversaries”.
An Imposed workshop. Organiser to be advised.
2015 Club Competition.
Practical, an all foliage arrangement by Sheila Williams.
Demonstration by Jane Patterson, titled “Times are a
changing”.
Demonstration by Linda Clatworthy. Title to be advised.
“Swop Shop” An Imposed workshop with a difference.
Club AGM followed by Harvest Supper.
A demonstration by Linda Hutcheon, titled “ With
Christmas in mind”.

We welcome new members of all abilities, including those with no previous
experience of flower arranging. Visitors are welcome to come along and see
what we do, for which there is a small charge of £3,and this includes tea/
coffee. Bring some flowers and join in the fun of making a floral design suitable to enhance your home. There is always someone on hand to get you
started. Our annual subscription is just £20. Further information about SFA
can be obtained from Mavis Jones 01474 355386.
We wish you all a peaceful Christmas, and a happy and healthy New Year.
Arthur Clatworthy
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Notes from the Choir Vestry
It’s that time of year again, and we’re thinking about
carol singing. As in previous years, our church has a
slot to sing carols in the St. George’s Centre, Gravesend. This year it will be on Saturday 13th December
at 3.00pm. Please come along and join in if you possibly can. We will be raising money for Christian Aid and also reminding people about the real message of Christmas. If you’re coming along then don’t
forget to wrap up warmly!
We will also be singing carols in The Rose and Crown, Shorne on Thursday
18th December at 7.30pm for half an hour . Do come along and join in if
you can. On this occasion we are planning to collect for The Children’s Society.
Once again, in December I have scheduled one of our choir practices to take
place on a Sunday at 9.30am so that hopefully those who can’t make our
Monday afternoon time can come and join in.
The next one is Sunday 14th December at 9.30am in Church.
The choir will be providing a tea for everyone after the Christingle service,
which this year is on Sunday 14th December at 3.30pm.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the choir members for their
support to the choir during the year. Also, to thank Maureen who does so
much work for us programming the hymnal plus machine and Roy who
helps, along with me, Maureen and Philippa to operate the machine for our
services. I would also like to thank Rita for playing the organ for us at many
services during the year.
Finally, if you’re looking for a hobby for the New Year then why not join
your local church choir! Everyone, of all ages and abilities is welcome. Contact me on 824177 or email ramoore@btinternet.com for more information.
A merry Christmas to everyone and a very happy – and musical – New Year!
Rosemary Moore
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Church Christmas Card 2014
At the start of Advent (this year Sunday 30th November) a communal Christmas card will be appearing in Church. The idea is that people may sign this,
in lieu of sending Christmas cards, and instead make a donation to our Roof
and Tower Appeal, if they so wish. I do hope that you will feel able to support this. A box will be available near the card, where you can make donations. If donating by cheque then please make the cheque payable to ‘Shorne
PCC’.

Rosemary Moore

CHURCH ROOF REPAIRS
The repairs at the church have been proceeding well but as I write this they
are not quite complete. A more comprehensive report will have to wait until
the February magazine. The work on the south aisle and tower roofs is complete. As reported in a previous edition, we were able to instruct the builders
to do more stonework repairs on the tower so the works have inevitably taken
longer than originally planned. We have also taken advantage of the scaffolding to have more work done both inside and outside the church. I hope that
by the time you read this, the scaffolding will be down and there will be no
sign of the builders so we can admire the work that has been done.
Andrew Moffat

Shorne Parish Church on Facebook
The number of people who ‘like’ our page remains at 101. If anyone has any
photographs of any Shorne Church related events, activities or other images
then please share them with us by posting them directly onto our page or you
can email them to me at ramoore@btinternet.com and I will post them for
you. Obviously we have events like Christmas services and celebrations
coming up in the next few weeks and it would be nice to have some pictures
of that on our page if we can.
Rosemary Moore
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Burns Night at Shorne Village Hall

DINNER-DANCE
FRIDAY 23RD JANUARY 2015
WELCOME DRINK ON ARRIVAL
4 COURSE MEAL AND CHEESE BOARD
£25.00 PER HEAD
TABLES OF 10
Includes
Piper to pipe in Haggis plus Scottish Dancing
Dancing to Chicory Tip
Tombola
Bring your own Drinks
Contact : Christine Moore 01474 823384
Or Barbara Pooley 01474 822049
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift
& Body Toning

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions

Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties
and other family celebrations.

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
34

Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS
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Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY

Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

JPM

Rose and Crown

Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne
Traditional home cooked pub food using
locally sourced produce.
Two course lunch for the over 60s on
Thursdays £7.95
Sunday lunch 12-4pm £9.95
Real Ales & Fine Wines
Dogs, kids & wellies welcome
Disabled access
For bookings tel: 01474 822373

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.
Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.
Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk
Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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THE WRIGHT WOODFLOORING SPECIALISTS
4, Ifield Cottages,
Shorne Ifield Road,
Shorne,
Kent DA12 3HF

Wood Strip
Parquet Floors Laid
Wood Floors Sanded
Wood Block
DIY Supplies & Advice
Wood Laminates

Tel: 07956 342524—Ron Wright

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH

*Terms & Conditions apply

T. B. M. C. ( AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES )
DAIRY FARM, CHURCH STREET, LOWER HIGHAM,ME3 7LD
WELL EQUIPPED WORKSHOP FOR :SERVICING, REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, TYRES, TRACKING,
BALANCING, WELDING ETC
NEIL B. JONES
01474 823100 / 07702 036650

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100
Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

ANN ARCHER
A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax

No :
130055

The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr M. Brett (Chairman)
Mr B Wilkinson (Vice Chairman)

356163
536131

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Jean Dyke (Secretary)

350810

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Julie Aspinall (President)
Secretaries:
Catrin Board & Maggie Harris

825046

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mrs M Morten

01634 710169
822522

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Sheila Williams (Chair)
Mrs Jean Cooke (Treasurer)

353405
322767

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
June Horrocks (Membership Sec)

363285
824448

Stages

Richards Moore (Chairman)

823384

822848

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

