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Dear Readers
Recently I went to see an art exhibition at The
Hayward Gallery entitled ‘What is the point?’ It
certainly generated much discussion in the group
I was with. At times I did think that one of my
classes of seven year olds would have been more
creative with an empty John Lewis duvet box!
However, the exhibition’s run had been extended
due to popular demand so some could see the
creativity where I could not.
What is the point of our Parish Magazine? The
diversity of contributions to the magazine echoes
the range of art seen at the Hayward Gallery.
There really is something for everyone in this
month’s magazine.
If you have an interest in the history of the parish, you can learn more about its earliest times in
Ian Craig’s article or you could take a walking
tour of the area. If you enjoy walking, there are
many guided walks available in the next couple
of months. There is also a myriad of cultural
events. By the time you read this, election day for
our local MEP will have come and gone but read
Glyn Ackerley’s letter about Christians and politics.
Kind regards,
Sue Muckley

Parish church websites:
www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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VICAR’S LETTER
From the Vicar
June this year has three important Sundays as far as Shorne Church is concerned.
Pentecost (8th June), when we think about the Holy Spirit being sent to the disciples
and the transformation he made to them and also still to us, if we let Him. The following week (15th June) is Trinity Sunday when we think about the three persons of
the Godhead, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
At the end of the month we have our Annual Patronal festival and Civic Service. At
this service we think about our relationship with the civic authorities but we might
also think about Peter and Paul and their role in the early Church. Paul wrote letters
some of which have been included in the New Testament. With regard to civic authorities he wrote,
Romans 13: 1-2 “Everyone is to obey the governing authorities, because there is no
authority except from God and so whatever authorities exist have been appointed by
God. So anyone who disobeys an authority is rebelling against God's ordinance; and
rebels must expect to receive the condemnation they deserve.”
I suppose the idea of authorities being appointed by God is in line with Jesus statement to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea.
“You would have no power over me at all if it had not been given you from above...”
John 19:11
Jesus said this during his trial by the man who agreed to his crucifixion.
Jesus and Paul are not saying that all people in authority are right and we should obey
them without question. Paul is talking about Christians acting within the law. He is
not ruling out Christians working against evil leaders, surely it was right for Christians to oppose Hitler and it is surely right for Christians to oppose regimes that are
accepted as evil.
I don’t think Paul or Jesus would have been opposed to Christians following their
own conscience in being involved in politics. Indeed our own Anglican Church understands working for justice as an important element of Christian mission.
One of the Anglican consultative council’s five marks of mission is the following
statement. That Christians should….
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“To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind
and to pursue peace and reconciliation.” - See more at: http://
www.anglicancommunion.org/ministry/mission/fivemarks
I was a curate in a very large church, Tonbridge Parish Church. We had quite large
evening services with over a hundred people attending each week. In those days I was
one of four curates. We used to preach more in depth sermons, teaching sermons, at
evening service. We would tackle things such as the biblical justification for believing in the Trinity.
The Vicar decided we should do a series of sermons on the message of the minor
prophets, in the Old Testament. I had to preach a sermon on the message of the book
of Amos.
The basic problem in ancient Israel was that the society had changed in big ways
from what the great leaders Moses and Joshua and Samuel had wanted. Their hope
had been for a vine and a fig tree for every family. The society as a whole would be
most healthy when each family worked its own land, when all the people were prosperous – none too rich, none too poor.
Things changed greatly, though, after Samuel’s time. Some people had become quite
rich, and many others were very poor. The poor people were dispossessed and mistreated.
The prophet Amos, the first of the “writing prophets,” entered the scene in the northern kingdom of Israel and expressed a harsh indictment, speaking God’s words critiquing the people: “They sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals – they who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth, and push the
afflicted out of the way; father and son go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is
profaned” Amos2:6-7. Amos charges that Israel’s society is unjust. The main moral
trait that describes the society is “injustice.”
At the end of the sermon, which I found deeply personally challenging, a man came
up to me and said, “I don’t come to church to hear political speeches.” I said to him,
don’t just listen to me, read God’s word through Amos the prophet and ask what does
it mean for me, for us, today.
There is much in the bible about justice for the poor. In fact on one occasion Jesus
read from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 61)
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Luke 4:17-21
17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the
place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes
of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them,
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
So Jesus saw a key part of his mission as being about justice for the poor.
Whatever political affiliation we have, Christians should certainly be concerned
about social justice.
On the office wall of a bishop I know is a poster of Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
It has a quote from him while he was in the thick of the battle against apartheid,
'When people say that the Bible and politics don't mix, I ask them which Bible they
are reading'.
Of course Christians should be involved in politics. We may disagree quite strongly
but we should always have God’s concern for the poor and those treated unjustly as a
huge priority.
Do come to our Civic service on Sunday June 29 th at 10 a.m. and join us in praying
for those who have responsibilities of political leadership in our land.
I prayerfully write this to you.
Glyn Ackerley—Vicar
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LUDDESDOWNE CHURCH EVENTS

Luddesdowne Church will be open
Saturdays from 2 to 4.30pm
July, August & September
(From 3.00pm on 23 August)

Come and see this rural church
with its unique wall paintings

A chance to reflect on the start of WW1 with flowers and
artefacts
Luddesdowne Church
Saturday/Sunday/Monday - 2/3/4/August 2014
2 - 4.30pm.
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SHORNE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY

Summer Show
Shorne Village Hall
Saturday 21st June
Door Open 3 pm
Entry Free – tea and biscuits provided

Over 60 classes of exhibits, plant
stall, raffle
(Donation of plants for plant stall very welcome – phone Pauline Grace 01474 822647)
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Notice of Parish Council Casual Vacancy to be filled by Co-option
A casual vacancy has occurred on the Parish Council which is required to be
filled by co-option.
A notice has been posted on all the Shorne parish notice boards inviting any
person interested to put their name forward for consideration by Monday 30
June 2014.
Provided the person satisfies at least ONE of the following criteria they may
be apply.
They are registered as a local government elector for the parish
They have, during the whole of the preceding twelve months, occupied as
owner or tenant, any land or premises in the parish
Their principal or only place of work during the preceding twelve months has
been in the parish
They have during the whole of the preceding twelve months resided in the
parish or within 4.8km of it
They are 18 years or older on the day they are nominated for election
Any suitably qualified person interested in the position is invited in the notice
to apply in writing to the Clerk, Mrs T Martin at 70 Colyer Road, Northfleet,
Kent DA11 8AY, email shorneparish@yahoo.co.uk, giving details of their
address, age, local interests and any experience relating to local council work.
The Parish Council will co-opt a suitable person at its meeting on 10 July
2014.
Roy Dinnis
Shorne Parish Council
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CIVIC & PATRONAL SERVICE – 29 June

The annual Civic and Patronal Service will be held
on Sunday 29 June at 10.00 am in St Peter & St
Paul’s parish church. It is an opportunity to celebrate
and thank God for the role of the church and the
work of all the organisations in our community. The
Mayor, M.P. and local councillors have been invited
and we hope all village organisations will be represented. Of course all parishioners, regardless of denomination or faith, will be welcomed. It will be followed by a reception kindly hosted by the Parish
Council in the Village Hall.
Andrew Moffat

Shorne & Thong WI (Continued from page 9)
in the Raffle. Pauline was thanked for her beautiful arrangements.
Avril was presented with a Rose Bush for her new garden, and we all wished
her happiness in her new home.
The meeting ended with our usual scrumptious tea.
New members are always welcome, just come along on the 1st Thursday of
the month, to the Village hall at 2pm and see if you like the look of us.
Pearl Davis standing in for Valerie Martin.
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SHORNE and THONG W.I.
.
For her last time as President, Avril welcomed members
to the Annual General Meeting. The Birthday girls this
month were Joan, Helen, Jean and Anita. Joan was about
to celebrate her 90th and she was presented with a card
and flowers.
There will be a District Games Evening arranged by Chalk W. I. on May
28th., and we will hold our Strawberry Tea in Shorne Village Hall on June
5th.
Members were saddened to learn that Dorothy Jarrett had died recently.
Dorothy was a past President of our W.I. and several members attended the
funeral in Shorne.
The Annual Report was read, and Avril explained why she had found it necessary to move near to her daughter in Kemsley. She has been an excellent
President, and we will all miss her. Avril thanked her committee for their
help and support during her Presidency, and for everyone’s friendship.
Julie Aspinall was elected President for the coming year, and the Committee
were re-elected. Julie paid tribute to Avril’s hard working and enthusiastic
Presidency.
W.I. Advisor, Maggie Vidgen and Tellers, Glenda Suthers and Jean Nash,
from Chalk were thanked for their help with the Elections, and given plants
as a thank you.
We were then treated to a Flower Arranging Demonstration by Pauline
Atherton. Whilst creating her masterpieces, Pauline explained that she had
been inspired to take up the art by Julia Clements. In 1947 Julia encouraged
women to cheer up their homes with new furnishings, flower arranging and
cookery. Things they had been unable to do during the war. She advised ladies to use wild flowers from the hedgerows and roadsides to create a natural
look, and said it was not necessary to buy expensive flowers and foliage.
Thanks to Pauline's generosity, the flower arrangements were given as prizes
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(Continued on page 8)

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK
It has recently been brought to our notice that the general public have been using
Shorne Village Hall car park when hall bookings are taking place. It appears that local estate agents and users of the church have been told that the car park is available
at any time. This is not strictly true and it is advisable to note that when the hall is
booked the users of the Village Hall have first call upon the car park area and it is
only on those occasions when the hall is not occupied that the general public are permitted to use the car park. Before using the car park it is advised that you check with
the Hall booking secretary, Andrea Butcher, on 01634 254755 to see whether or not
the car park is available for use.
Chairman – Shorne Village Hall Management

LOCAL EVENTS (continued)
Sunday 29th June 2014: Circular walk from Meopham to Dene and Happy valley
Meet: 2.30pm at Meopham War Memorial DA13 0QA
Leader: Jenny Ellett 01474 361977 (Gravesend Historical Society event)

Lord Darnley’s Gravesend – a guided tour of western Gravesend – come and
discover the influence of Cobham Hall right in Gravesend town, with a chance to
explore the Victoria Centre too.
On: Saturday 26th July 2014
Meet: 11am outside the Victoria Centre, Darnley Road, Gravesend
Guide: Christoph Bull (Local Historian) 07702287147
Cost: £3 on the day, no need to book
Optional refreshments available at Victoria Adult Education Centre afterwards.
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LOCAL EVENTS
Sunday 8th June 2014: Circular walk from Cobham Church to Luddesdown.
Meet: 2.30pm at Cobham Church, Cobham DA12 3DB
Leader: Derek Gray 01474 363024 (Gravesend Historical Society event)

Monday 16th June 2014 – Learning about Gravesend (part of Adult Learners’ Week)
– guided historical tour
Guide: Christoph Bull
Meet: 11am outside Gravesend Library, Windmill Street
Cost: £3 a head – no need to book, just turn up.
A chance to learn about Gravesend’s heritage quarter and Harmer Street – bring an item
of your own if you wish for us to discuss back at The Bench Café in County Court building, King Street.
Details – Carl Webster-Dowsing 01474 320123 or Christoph Bull on 07702287147

Guided historical walk around Shorne village
On: Sunday 22nd June 2014
Meet: 2.30pm at corner of Forge Lane/Gravesend Road (A226) by the bus stop
Guide: Christoph Bull (Local Historian)
Price: £3
No need to book just turn up
Details: Christoph Bull 0770 2287147
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
A wide variety of events for our members through June and July
Thursday 5th June – Visit to Whitstable with lunch at The Pearson’s Arms
(visit repeated on 26th June due to excess demand).
Thursday 12th June – STAGES Main Meeting at Shorne Village Hall. Doors
open 7 pm.
Thursday 19th June – Visit to see Cats at The Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury
Wednesday 25th June – Visit to Nymans Gardens & House
Sunday 29th June – Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Concert at Cadogan Hall
Thursday 10th July – City & Village Tour of The Surry Hills starting at
Polesden Lacey National Trust House
Saturday 12th July – Monty Don at the Orchard Theatre preceded by a meal.
Monday 14th July - STAGES Main Meeting at Shorne Village Hall. Doors
open 2 pm
Tuesday 22nd July – Visit to Sheffield Park and The Bluebell Railway
If you would like to become a member, then renewals of membership or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12), who must
live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of any age, are welcome to come to one of our Main Meetings as advertised above, phone Ali
our membership secretary on 01474 824138 or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com. Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village
Stores from early each month.
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association
JUNE 2014
Wednesday 4, 11, 18, and 25 June - Short Mat Bowls
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) and 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
in the Village Hall.
Wednesday 4 June at 10.00am - Walk - Cobham
Turn into Lodge Lane (by War Memorial) and park at the far end. A pretty walk
through the golf course - 4 miles. Contact Ann or Peter Green on 01634 718895.
Friday 6 and 20 June at 1.15 for 1.30pm Ten Pin Bowling
at AMF Bowling Gravesend. Contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474 824006.
Thursday 12 June - Lunch with Chris Till at the See Ho, Shorne
12.00 for 12.30pm (contact Joy Stimson on 01634 716513)
Wednesday 18 June at 10.00am - Walk - Luddesdown
Park at Luddesdown Village Hall Car Park. A pretty walk through farmland with
good views. A few stiles and a couple of hills but worth it for the views - 4 miles.
Contact Ann or Peter Green on 01634 718895
Thursday 19 June - A day out in Brighton
(contact Richard Waters on 01474 560401)
Sunday 22 June - Royal Philarmonic Orchestra at Orchard Theatre Dartford
Tuesday 24 June at 2.00pm in the Village Hall we have a Social Afternoon
with Cream Tea and entertainment by Henri White who will delight us with his
magic.
Thursday 26 June at 2.00pm Tea Dance in the Village Hall
(see separate item for full details).

Anyone wishing to join ShornARA should contact our Membership
Secretary Sylvia Hudson on 01474 569955
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SHORNE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY
Shorne Cottage Garden Society goes from strength to
strength with now well over 70 members. The next events
in our year are the Summer Show on 21st June with over 60
exhibit categories covering plants, cooking and crafts as
well as a raffle and well stocked plant stall and a social
evening on 8th July when Chris Stewart will be telling us all
about hop growing in Kent. The Summer Show opens at 3 pm, entry is free
and tea and biscuits are provided.
If you have any surplus plants for our plant stall these will be gratefully received (phone Pauline Grace on 01474 822647).
It only costs £5 for a year’s membership of the Shorne Cottage Garden Society and for that you get free entry to our four evening social events each year,
several newsletters and the chance to enter our three shows. Discounts for
club members at local nurseries and garden centres is currently being negotiated. Anyone interested in joining can ring our membership secretary John
Grace on 01474 822647 or email ShorneCGS@gmail.com.

STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
If you like Dancing you’ll love our Tea Dances
Held on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
Shorne Village Hall
Dances include, Ballroom, Latin and Sequence to
great music.
All ages are welcome.
Why not come along and join us for an enjoyable afternoon.
Admission £3.50 including tea/biscuits and free raffle.

Next Dance 26 June 2014
14

North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
May 2014 Meeting
At our meeting, on May 17th, our speaker was Clare Beaton. Claire is a children’s author and textile illustrator. Clare uses fabrics to create the colourful pages of characters which illustrate the story of the book. Clare had told
us about her process of selection of materials, colours and textures as well as
the stitches she uses in her work. Felt is very often used, along with vintage
aprons and clothes from the 1940’s onwards. A zebra’s stripes were formed
from an old apron printed with lines in different shades of grey. As with
most craft people, her “stash” of fabric would keep her going for several
lifetimes!
Clare carefully draws her picture on tracing paper, pins it to the material and
then cuts out the shapes required to create her collage pictures. The overall
effect is embellished by buttons, sequins, beads etc. Once the fabric “pages”
. are completed they are sent to be photographed and made into the finished
book. We were able to see first - hand some collage pages, as well as cards
made from the same process of making a fabric collage to be photographed.
You can see more of Clare’s work on www.clarebeaton.com .
Don’t forget, details of our special event Branch Day on June 14th, from
10am, can be found on www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk (future meetings).
This is a chance to buy some more essential items for your own “stash” from
a variety of stall holders. Why not try stitching a small piece of embroidery,
with help from our members? The speaker, at 2pm, is Dr Lynn Hulse
(www.ornamentalembroidery.com) speaking about ‘The Duke of Westminster’s ‘Umpire in Chief’: Gertrude Jekyll and the Embroidered furnishings for Eaton Hall, Cheshire’. The venue is St John's Centre, Meopham,
Gravesend,Kent DA13 0AA.
We welcome new members, of all abilities, at Gravesend Library, Windmill
Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost for visitors is £4.00 for each of the
first two visits. Visit our website, www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk ,for
information on our branch and our meeting programme, or contact 01474
324734.
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SHORNE FLOWER ARRANGERS
2014 Events Programme
April 24th.

We were treated to a workshop by Linda Shakelton, making
a hand tied posy. Linda’s expertise as a florist gave us an excellent tutorial. Some 75%
of the club members turned out some very
good posies and bouquets and we hope that
she will do more tutorials for us.

May 29th.

Club Competition night, “I see the Summer
Garden as ...”
Club members will compete in three different classes, plus
miniature and petite designs. Staging starts at 8.00pm and
competitors have approximately 1 hour to complete their
exhibit. This is then judged, while we partake of tea and possibly cake, before prizes are awarded.

June 26th

The June meeting will be a workshop on leaf manipulation
by Charles Barnard. Charles is a demonstrator and florist so
a good tutorial is on the cards.

We welcome new members of all abilities, including those with no previous
experience of flower arranging. Visitors are welcome to come along and see
what we do. There is a small charge of £3, except on special event nights,
and this includes tea/coffee. Bring some flowers and join in the fun of making a floral design suitable to enhance your home. There is always someone
on hand to get you started.
Further information about SFA can be obtained from Sheila Williams on
01474 353 405 or Jean Cooke on 01474 322 767.

Arthur Clatworthy
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Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne
SUNDAYS
8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service
CHURCH CHIMES
Would you like to learn to ring the chimes and enjoy a Sunday morning workout?
Unfortunately, I am unable to ring the chimes at the moment but will be back in
working order by the end of the year. If you are interested in ringing in the meantime, and then maybe every other Sunday next year please give me a call on 01474
822857/07811 755486.
Rena Pullen

FRENCH FARMHOUSE HOLIDAY
We still have dates available this summer for our four-bedroom house in The Tarn,
equipped with all your needs. Enjoy your own private pool, beautiful views and
delicious cuisine. For more details, please call 01474 822857/07811 755486, or
email dave.rena717@btinternet.com
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PARISH CALENDAR FO
June 2014
Wed 4th

2.00pm

(Village Hall). Parish Community Support Officer visit

Thurs 5th.

Day

(Pearson’s Arms, Whitstable) STAGES. Diners club
lunch.

Sun 8th

2.30pm

(Cobham Church). Gravesend Historical Society.
Circular walk from Cobham to Luddesdown led by Derek
Gray.

Wed 11th

9.30am

(Camer Park). Shorne and Thong WI. District Ramble.

Thurs 12th

7.45pm

(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council Plan
ning Committee.

7.00pm

(Village Hall) STAGES Monthly meeting. Round the
World in Buses.

Sun 15th

1.30pm
Afternoon

(Village Hall). Craft Fair.
(Saint Hill Manor). STAGES visit Treasure Island

Thurs 19th

Evening

(Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury) STAGES visit Cats

Sat 21st

3.00pm

Wed 25th

All day

(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society Summer
Show
Nymans, Sussex) STAGES visit. House and gardens.

Thurs 26th

Lunch
7.45pm
Evening

Sun 29th

10.00am
Evening

(Pearson’s Arms, Whitstable) STAGES. Diners club
lunch.
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
Footpaths and Greens Committee.
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Workshop –
Leaf Manipulation. Charles Barnard
(Parish Church followed by Village Hall) Annual
Civic Service followed by refreshments
(Cadogan Hall, London), STAGES. RPO with Pinchas
Zukerman.
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OR JUNE & JULY 2014
July 2014
Tues 8th

7.30pm
7.30pm

(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society talk. The
Hop Vine and Hop Growing in Kent – Chris Stewart.
(Village Hall). Village Hall Management Committee.

Thurs 10th

Day
7.45pm

(Surrey Hills) STAGES visit.
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council

Sat 12th

Evening

(Orchard Theatre) STAGES visit and meal Monty Don
at The Orchard.
(Ashford International Hotel). 10th Anniversary Charity
Ball in Memory of David McCann in aid of ‘Holding on,
letting go’.

7.00pm

Mon 14th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) STAGES Monthly meeting. Brought to
book – that’s life.

Sun 20th

1.30pm

(Village Hall). Craft Fair

Tues 22nd

Day

(Sheffield Park) STAGES visit and Bluebell Railway.

Thurs 24th

7.45pm

(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council Plan
ning Committee.

Thurs 31st

Evening

(Village Hall). Shorne Flower Arrangers. Demonstra
tion by Sylvia Cheeseman.

Weekly throughout year
Mondays

7.30pm

(Village Hall) Slimming World

For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a
year ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and
event title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you
will need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.
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SAVE THE DATE
Shorne and Thong WI coffee morning
Saturday November 8th.
10am to 12 noon
Shorne Village Hall
Join us for tea, coffee and home made cakes.
Stalls to include home made crafts, cakes, preserves and tombola.

CHURCH CLEANERS
June
7th Angela Elaine &
Valerie
14th Penny
21st Dennis & Isabel
28th Claire & Julie

BRASS
CLEANERS
June
Dennis & Isobel

CLOCK WINDERS
7th June
14th June
21st June
28th June

Andy
Lawrence
Geoff
Kevin

July
Sandy & Valerie

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
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Anglo-Saxon Shorne
Throughout the 7th and 8th centuries Jutish/Saxon Kent was governed as one kingdom,
but by two kings, an ‘overlord’ in the east and a ‘sub-king’ in the west.
In 597 AD St Augustine was sent to Kent by Pope Gregory the Great and converted
King Aethelbert to Christianity. Kent was chosen by Pope Gregory for his mission for
two main reasons, firstly that it was considered the most cultured and civilised part of
Britain, and secondly King Aethelbert was married to a Frankish, Christian princess,
Bertha.
The first Bishopric was established by Augustine in Canterbury, and the second in
Rochester by Bishop Justus in 604 AD. It was normal in every country where the
Christian Church was established to have one Bishop for each kingdom, so establishing two separate dioceses within Kent suggests that at this time Kent was considered
to be different, and the nature of its dual kingship was recognised. Immediately following the setting up of the Bishoprics, there followed the sub division of each diocese into parishes, of which of course Shorne was an early one.
Over the years there have been few major Anglo-Saxon archaeological finds in the
area. The only major traces of Anglo-Saxon occupation within Shorne have been
found on the parish boundary with Higham, close to the old British Uralite works,
next to the canal. These include a small bronze mounted bucket now in the Rochester
Museum. It is rumoured that the gravel diggers of the late 19 th century and early 20th
century found many small objects, but all of these have since been lost after being
traded in local public houses!
Works for the Channel Tunnel Rail Link (CTRL) unearthed an almost perfectly preserved Anglo Saxon tide mill (which I was privileged to see as it was being unearthed) on the site of what is now Ebbsfleet station, which has been dendrochronologically dated at approximately 700 AD (684-719). Oak timbers from the mill were
still almost perfectly preserved in the Thames mud. This is the earliest and best example of such a mill ever found outside early Christian Ireland.
Anglo-Saxon cemetery burials have been found throughout Kent, particularly alongside the Watling Street, and several have been found near to Shorne, which emphasises that this Roman road was still a major thoroughfare after the Romans had left these
shores. Interestingly, in the 5th and 6th centuries, cemetery archaeology reveals a great
difference between burials in east and west Kent.
West Kent burials share Saxon characteristics with much of the rest of south-east
England. Remnants of female costume and jewellery are characterised by copper al21

loy saucer and disc brooches in matched pairs to fasten the dresses fashionable
throughout Saxon territories at the shoulders, with glass and amber beads strung between them. Weapons in west Kent are mainly simple spears, only sometimes accompanied by large shields and high status weapons such as axes and large double edged
swords. Cremations are common, and the ashes buried in decorated pottery vessels.
By contrast, east Kent cemeteries have more burials (rather than cremations), reflecting the Scandinavian tradition, and commonly have distinctive jewellery, often cast
silver or gold distinctive Scandinavian-style brooches, small gold pendants and handmade pottery buried alongside the body. Cremations are rare.
By the 7th century the east Kent style is seen to be permeating the whole of Kent,
showing that the Jutish culture now dominated.
During the building of the CTRL remains of a substantial Anglo-Saxon building were
found close to the end of Downs Road, Northfleet. This single room building had a
floor dug half a metre below ground level, and was a tent-like shape, with the roof
supported on large upright posts at either end, with a cross-bar, the sides of the roof
coming down each side to touch the ground. It is thought that perhaps there was a
suspended wooden floor over the sunken area which may have allowed for grain etc
to be stored as well as the building to be used as a dwelling.
The major record of the Saxons being here in Shorne is the village name. The name
‘Shorne’ comes from the Saxon word ‘Scora’ meaning a mark or a cut – as in ‘to
score’ a piece of paper (Glover, The Place Names of Kent). The Oxford Dictionary of
Place Names suggests that the word also can also mean ‘a steep slope’. The siting of
the village in a ’cutting’ with hills around it would make sense of the name.
By the end of the Saxon period Shorne was sufficiently well established to find itself
listed as part of the ‘Hundred’ of Shamwell (or Escammels/Scammels – a name that
lives on in the Village today). According to Edward Hasted, who published a key
history of Kent in 1797, the ‘Hundred’ (an Anglo-Saxon administrative area) comprised twelve villages – Halling, Cuxton, Cobham, Shorne, Chalk, Denton, Merston,
Higham, Cliffe, Cooling, Fridsbury, Strood). With the exception of Merston, all these
villages can be found on the map today.
As many readers will know, Merston, which was what we now call Lower Shorne,
disappeared in the 14th century (see Shorne Parish Magazine, May 2008). The Parish
of Merston was small, totalling only approximately 150 acres, and its village more or
less occupied the area of what we now know as Green Farm (in the middle-ages the
manor of Merston was sometimes referred to as Green Manor). Its remains, including
the foundations of its church, dedicated to St Giles, now lie under the fields of Green
Farm and the principal trace now showing in crop marks is a rectangular ditch enclosing approximately four acres of land. Archaeologists tell us that this ditch shows
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that it was once was a stockaded Saxon village.
Merston, sometimes spelt Merestune, takes its name from its location, which was flat
and marshy. Glover, in The Place Names of Kent tells us that the name is ‘Old English’ for ‘marsh farmstead’, or ‘farmstead on marshy land’. It was mentioned first as
a parish in its own right in 774 AD in a charter of King Offa of Mercia (the over-lord
of Kent at the time), confirming its existence as an Anglo-Saxon period village.
I have already mentioned that our ecclesiastical parish was probably founded very
early during the Christian period in Kent, during the early 7 th century. We do not
know what our original parish church looked like, but it was probably wooden. We
know that our current stone building was begun at the end of the Anglo-Saxon period
as we have evidence in the one remaining clerestory window high in the north wall.
Based on other churches of a similar age it is likely that the original stone AngloSaxon church consisted of a small nave with high clerestory windows, a small chancel and a small chapel or porticus on the north side. It seems likely that the north
wall of the present nave is part of the original Anglo-Saxon brick building.
Many academics date the beginning of the Anglo-Saxon period as 410 AD, the year
when we think that the Roman legions finally withdrew from England. We do however know that Romano-British leaders resisted any major invasion from Germanic
tribes until at least 448 AD when Hengist and Horsa landed in Kent at the invitation
of Vortigern, who still regarded himself as a Romano-British Count of the Saxon
Shore. We are clear that after the Battle of Aylesford in 455 AD, the Jutes and the
Saxons in south-east England, and the Angles in eastern England were began to really establish themselves. Maybe this is the real date for the establishment of the Anglo
-Saxon period.
The Anglo-Saxon period ended of course in 1066 when William of Normandy defeated King Harold, the last of the Anglo-Saxon Kings of England, on the battlefield
close to Hastings.
During the Anglo-Saxon period England established itself as one nation. There is
debate about who was the first King of England. Some say that it was Offa (who was
King of Mercia from 757 AD). Others say it was Egburt (King of Wessex from 802)
and others Alfred (King of Wessex from 871 AD) – known as ‘the Great’. Most academics now agree that Aethelstan (King of Wessex from 925) was really the first
that can be called ‘King of England’, as he was the first who managed to control the
whole of the country. The debate will however continue to take place!
What we do know is that Shorne, being at the heart of Kent, was at the heart of the
English nation from its beginning.
Ian Craig
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10th Anniversary Charity Ball
In Memory of
David McCann
Saturday 12th July 2014, from 7pm
Ashford International Hotel, Kent
Arrival drink – Three course meal
Live Band - Raffle
Tickets £50
Black Tie

Carriages 1am

All proceeds will go to “Holding on letting go”. (Medway
based Charity helping bereaved children and their families.)
If you are able to attend, please e-mail me and I will send
you ticket information.

Many Thanks
Bridget
bridgetmccann2000@yahoo.co.uk
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions
Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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HYGIENE MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
At HMS we can provide a wide range of training courses suitable for any business involved in food but especially for the care
industry , children’s nurseries, restaurants, hotels etc.
Our courses will not only provide you with the latest techniques
and legal requirements but be an enjoyable experience.
Visit us at: www.hygienesolutions.co.uk or give Dennis or
Tracey a call on: 01474 536662.
Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS
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Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY
Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

JPM

Rose and Crown

Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.

Home cooked food, sensible prices and
a warm welcome Tuesdays and Thursdays lunches for the over 60's £6.75!
Great Sunday lunch
Disabled friendly
Dogs and children welcome
tel - 01474 822373
email - randc1@btconnect.com

Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.
Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk
Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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THE WRIGHT WOODFLOORING SPECIALISTS
Wood Strip

4, Ifield Cottages,
Shorne Ifield Road,
Shorne,
Kent DA12 3HF

Parquet Floors Laid
Wood Floors Sanded
Wood Block
DIY Supplies & Advice
Wood Laminates

Tel: 07956 342524—Ron Wright

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH
*Terms & Conditions apply

T. B. M. C. ( AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES )
DAIRY FARM, CHURCH STREET, LOWER HIGHAM,ME3 7LD
WELL EQUIPPED WORKSHOP FOR :SERVICING, REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, TYRES, TRACKING,
BALANCING, WELDING ETC
NEIL B. JONES
01474 823100 / 07702 036650

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100

ANN ARCHER

Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax

No :
130055

The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr M. Brett (Chairman)
Mr B Wilkinson (Vice Chairman)

356163
536131

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Jean Dyke (Secretary)

350810

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Avril Roots (President)
Secretaries:
Julie Aspinall/ Maggie Harris

564230

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mrs M Morten

01634 710169
822522

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Sheila Williams (Chair)
Mrs Jean Cooke (Treasurer)

353405
322767

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
Sylvia Hudson (Membership Sec)

363285
569955

Stages

Richards Moore (Chairman)

823384

825046

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Walker
Croft
Estate Agents

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

Surveyors

Valuers

