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Dear Readers
Sadly, one of my first duties as editor of the
parish magazine has been to include an obituary for Laurie Woollard who died on Good Friday. This is the role of a parish magazine—to
report on the people and activities in our parish.

Recently I read that many parish magazines are
folding through lack of interest. What a pity!
Where else can we learn about matters that
Published around the concern our parish church, the people in our
community and our environment? Let’s keep
end of every month
advertising, and reporting on, the numerous
except January and
and exciting activities in our parish.
August
In this edition we learn about the start of the
Next issue
necessary repairs to the church roof, you can
Copy deadline
determine whether you are a Man of Kent or a
Fri 16 May Kentish Man from Ian Craig’s article and there
Printing
is news of a fundraising project to help women
Wed 21 May in Kenya feed their families. Keep sending
Stapling
your articles.
Fri 23 May
Finally, I would like to say ‘thank you’ to AnPublished & printed
drew Moffat who has kindly guided me with
by Shorne Parochial
great patience through this first edition.
Church Council
Kind regards,
Sue Muckley
Parish church websites:
www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
Www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
1

VICAR’S LETTER
Throughout May we celebrate the Easter Season. In this month
Christians give attention to the New Testament accounts of the
disciples’ encounters with the Risen Christ. In the last 150 years there have been various attempts by sceptics to explain the disciples experiences in psychological terms
as hallucinations or mass delusion. The problem with this is that while it would be
possible for individuals to hallucinate or perhaps a handful of people to convince
each other of his resurrection it would not be possible for a large group. There would
always be corrective skeptical voices. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:6 that Jesus,
“appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time,
most of whom are still living.” At the time of writing of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians most of a large group of people who had met the risen Christ were still around.
If the resurrection had not occurred Christians would surely not have bravely faced
the terrible persecutions of the 1st Century. Many of the early Christians met painful
early deaths in the Roman arena. On a visit to Rome some 6 or 7 years ago, I visited
the Coliseum. There is a simple but large wooden cross placed there as a memorial to
those who lost their lives there as they refused to recant their faith in the risen Christ.
The resurrection means there is assurance of life after death for those who put their
faith Christ.
On Good Friday my meditations during the ‘hour at the cross’ were about the key
events that took place as Jesus hung there on the cross.
Crucifixion was commonplace in the first century. If anything Jesus succumbed to
death quicker than many. So as far as the Roman soldiers were concerned there was
nothing unusual about his actual suffering and death.
What was a surprise were the peculiar events that took place while Jesus was dying.
Jesus was crucified at about 9 a.m. He had been beaten severely and he was nailed to
the cross through the hands and feet. His arms were tied tightly to the cross bar of the
cross to stop his hands simply ripping apart.
At noon it went dark for three hours. This was not an eclipse. A number of
non-Christian historians note that it went dark across the known world. So dark that
the stars could be seen in the sky. A complete solar eclipse, when the moon is completely covering the sun, only last a few minutes.
What was going on? Well, John states in his gospel the belief of the early Christians
that in the person of Jesus they had met God in person. He writes in
John 1:3 Through him (Jesus) all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.
Jesus himself said “I am the light of the world”. If the very creative force behind the
universe was experiencing death, that might account for the light going out. Some of
you may know that before I was ordained I was a physicist. Scientifically, what the
bible says happened just can’t happen. If God put the sun out for three hours it would
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have meant the end of our planet. All I can say is that if you’re God anything is surely
possible.
The Jewish religious leaders associated this darkness with judgment. They thought
Jesus was being judged because he wrongly claimed to be the messiah. They mocked
him as he hung there crucified, bones out of joint, bleeding and in agony. At the
height of his pain Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me.”
They thought he was admitting that God had not vindicated him. What they had
failed to realize is that this had all been foretold by King David 1000 years before
when he wrote Psalm 22.
Read it for yourself it says
V1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me….v 7) All who see me mock me;
they hurl insults, shaking their heads. “He trusts in the Lord,” they say, “let the
Lord rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”
V14) all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me. V15)my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
you lay me in the dust of
death. V16)they pierce my hands and my feet. V18)They divide my clothes among
them and cast lots for my garment.
This is exactly what happened when Jesus was crucified. David foretold this in about
1000 BC. No execution other than crucifixion involved the simultaneous piercing of
hands and feet. Crucifixion was invented by the Carthaginians in about 300 BC so
David had no idea that his Psalm, about the Messiah who was to come in the future,
foretold his crucifixion. What Jesus was doing was bearing the punishment for all our
sins. He was innocent, but he was our scapegoat, the one who paid the price for our
forgiveness. He redeemed us. As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.”
The next key event that Matthew’s gospel tells us about it that the temple curtain was
torn from top to bottom. This was no light curtain. It was 60 feet wide, 30 feet tall
and 4-6 inches thick it was so heavy it took 300 hundred men to lift it into place. It
divided the Holy of Holies, where God could be met with, from the rest of the temple.
I don’t know how this happened, it must have been an awe inspiring supernatural
event. Jewish and Roman historians of the first century refer to a catastrophe that
occurred in the temple at about the time of Jesus death. Perhaps this tearing of the
curtain is what they refer to.
Before this event only one person, the high priest, could enter the holy of holies once
a year. Now knowing God was open to all who put their faith in Christ. Jesus death
had broken down this barrier. In dying on the cross Jesus made a way for us to be
forgiven and to know God, the way is by faith in Him.
The third key event was an earthquake in which tombs in the area broke open. After
3

Jesus rose from the dead, many of the dead people in the tombs rose from the dead
and visited their friends in Jerusalem. I assume these dead people had died while Jesus was still alive.
This all says that what Jesus achieved on the cross, which was proved to have worked
when he rose from the dead, is he won our forgiveness and life after death. In order to
receive these we need to put our faith in Him.
He transforms life now and how we think about our future death, he brings us into a
living relationship with God. If you do not know him, ask me about him.
I hope you have a blessed Easter season. Glyn Ackerley.

LAURENCE WOOLLARD
Laurie Woollard died on Good Friday. He was a faithful member of the congregation at St Peter & St Paul and lay reader for many years.
Laurie was a Methodist lay preacher before joining the Church of England
and being commissioned as a lay reader. On moving to Kent he taught RE
and Latin at Gravesend Grammar School for Girls where he was highly respected. After a period at Chalk Church he joined the congregation at
Shorne and served as its lay reader providing valued support to the Vicar
and the parish. On his retirement as lay reader the Diocese appointed him a
lay reader emeritus.
Deteriorating health over the last few years made life difficult for him and
Pat, particularly in the last few months when he had to live in a nursing
home. He leaves a widow, Patricia, two sons, Stephen and Robert and
grandchildren.

(Continued from p 5)

CHURCH ROOF PROJECT
You can follow progress on our blog at www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk/roof-blog/
and if you want our news posts sent to you by email just complete the “Subscribe to
our Newsfeed” box on the front page and follow the instructions.
Andrew Moffat
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CHURCH ROOF PROJECT
By the time you read this the builders should be at work – they were due to start on
28 April. The work involves extensive repair and renewal to the south aisle roof and
repairs to the tower roof and the stonework of its parapets. It is expected to take about
six months.
During this time the south aisle will be closed but otherwise Sunday services and
most other activities should continue more or less as normal though subject to some
disturbance from the builders during the week. Arrangements have been made for the
builders to stop work for funerals and weddings.
The work on the tower will prevent the clock operating and the ringing of the bells
during most of the period of the works.
The work will involve interference with the use of parts of the churchyard. There will
be a secure compound for the builders to the east (lower) side of the churchyard gate
between the wall and the path to the lower part of the churchyard. There will be scaffolding on the south (far) side and west (tower) sides of the church. This scaffolding
will be enclosed by security fencing which will prevent access to the memorials near
the church, particularly the small area with plaques over interments of ashes against
the south wall of the church. Because of this the path on the west side past the tower
will be closed. Regrettably this means that the only access to the Garden of Remembrance will be round the east (lower) side of the church. We realise this will be an
unwelcome inconvenience but unfortunately it is unavoidable.
The builders will need to make deliveries to the church and this will involve lorries
using the approach road between Butchers Hill and the churchyard gates. We hope
this will not cause too much inconvenience to those who use it. Where we know
when deliveries will take place we will try and warn those who live nearby and may
ask them not to park there at certain times. As we do not know all the people who
park there we cannot be sure of warning all those who may be affected. While we
will try and keep inconvenience to a minimum this is a private road and, as far as we
know, no one has a legal right to park there.
We are concerned about security as building works can attract thieves and vandals. It
would be appreciated if you could look out for them and inform the police, vicar or
me if you see anything suspicious. On working days between about 8am and 5pm the
builders will be there and able to control this. Outside those times anyone on the
church roofs or using ladders is likely to be up to no good.
(Continued on p.4)
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SHORNE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
At our last meeting we had a talk by our member, and well known local historian, Christoph Bull. He had prepared a special talk to mark
the centenary of the start of the First World War. This was not the usual story of the misery of the trenches and massive casualties suffered
by the allied soldiers. It took a more balanced view by looking at the
war also from the standpoint of the people living in the war zone and
Germany with some fascinating illustrations. He even found a very local connection through a German prisoner who escaped and left England from Gravesend.
This talk closed the current season. Meetings will resume in the autumn, probably on Thursday 16 October, and take place on the third
Thursday of the month. Members will be sent a copy of the programme
nearer the time. If you are not a member and would like to be kept informed please contact our secretary, Jean Dyke, whose contact details
are on the inside back cover.
Andrew Moffat
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Change to street lighting on Gravesend Road
Street lights have been switched off by Kent Highway Services [KHS] of
Kent County Council in what they describe as "selected areas" of the county
between midnight and 5.30am GMT.
KHS say that this initiative will save around £1million per year on energy
bills and will help to protect the environment and reduce light pollution. They
state that 75% of those who responded to their consultation last year on the
planned hours of switch off and exclusion criteria supported the proposals.
The switch off in Gravesham includes a section of the A226 - Gravesend
Road - to the west of Shorne crossroads. In recognition of the higher risk of
an accident at this junction, highlighted by the fatal accident to a cyclist there
last December, the Parish Council has been assured that the crossroads and
approaches to it will remain lit all night.
KHS have advised that they have done a full assessment of the impact of their
decision to switch off but are still looking for people to use their local
knowledge in their area to identify any locations where it is felt a vulnerable
group or community might be adversely impacted by the changes. For this
purpose KHS can be contacted directly on 03000 418181 or by email to highways@kent.gov.uk.
Volunteers for clearing pathways - last call please!
The Parish Council is grateful for the response to the request in the December
2013 Parish Magazine for volunteers to assist in helping to keep our footpaths
in check. Arrangements have now been made with Kent County Council
shortly to run a small session, lasting less than a day, to which the volunteers
are to be invited to find out what will be involved. To make this event as valuable as possible, and in order to ensure that we have enough support in
place to make a real impact on the deteriorating quality of our pathways, we
are making this final plea to you to join the team. There will be no requirement to give more time than you can manage, and you will have the satis-
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Continued on page 8)

fation of knowing that, whatever you can do, you will have helped to ensure
that the pathways are kept open and in good order. Any expenses in attending
the briefing session will be fully reimbursed by the Parish Council.
Please contact Brian Wilkinson, Chair of the Parish Council's Committee on
Footpaths, Properties and Greens, about becoming a volunteer, on 01474
536131 or by email on brian.wilkinson@blueyonder.co.uk.
Police Community Support Officer visits
The next visits to the parish by a Police Community Support Officer, enabling residents to drop by and speak about any policing concerns or local issues, will be at Shorne Country Park on Wednesdays 7 May and 4 June
between 2pm and 3pm.
Shorne Parish Assembly
A final reminder that the annual Parish Assembly takes place in Shorne Village Hall on Thursday 15 May at 7.30pm. All parishioners are most welcome
to attend to hear what is happening in the parish and to raise matters of interest or concern. The main speaker will be Bryan Sweetland, the parish's representative on Kent County Council. The meeting will be followed by refreshments.
Roy Dinnis
Shorne Parish Council

Shorne & Thong WI (Continued from page 9)
titutes lived. This was only closed in 1961 and then only because of the tireless efforts of Father Joe. It is difficult to believe that such a degenerate
place existed as recently as that. Ian Porter was thanked for his interesting and
thought provoking Talk.
Birthday girls were Avril, Penny and Sue. Avril presented Beryl with a bouquet of flowers as a ‘thank you’ for all the buttonholes she has made for us
during the year. The Meeting ended with our usual tasty tea.
Valerie Martin.
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SHORNE and THONG W.I.
President Avril Roots welcomed everyone to the April
Meeting. Istead Risese W. I. are organising the District
Ramble. This will take place on June 11th.. The main
walk will cover 4 to 6 miles and will leave Camer Park at
9:30 am. A shorter walk will leave at 10 am. Maggie and
Julie will represent us. A visit to W. I. Headquarters is to
be arranged in October. Details later. Sole Street W.I.
Are celebrating their 30th. Birthday on April 29th. Three. Members will attend. Avril h as discovered a Charity called Baby Blessings, attached to one
of the Churches and they would be delighted to receive any knitted baby
clothes. We were pleased to learn that the West Kent Treasurer has managed
to recover a considerable sum of VAT from the Treasury, always good news.
Our speaker for the afternoon was Ian Porter. He has made a study of the area
around Poplar, where the series Call The Midwife was set, although most of
the actual filming was done in Chatham Dockyard. The first Dock was built
in 1800. This attracted a great deal of trade, and many wealthy people moved
into the area. However in1866 the local Bank collapsed, and there was a
great deal of poverty and disease. Those who managed to survive the collapse moved further away, and instead the Chinese moved in and set up their
Laundries and Opium Dens and the area degenerated. Angela Landsbury’s
Grandfather was the M.P. for Poplar, and he fought hard for women’s rights.
In 1893 some Graduates from Oxford University set up clinics to teach the
women about the importance of cleanliness and nutrition, as rickets was affecting so many children, and in 1901 the first antenatal
clinic was started by an order of nuns and nurses. The Matron of St. Barts
was against the clinic,as were many Doctors.
Crisp Market where Sister Monica Jones was caught stealing in the series
still exists and just near by is the home where the English -Spanish family

lived with their 20 children. The husband only spoke English and the
wife spoke only Spanish, but somehow they managed.
You may remember in the story, the seedy Blue Cafe, where the pros9

(Continued on page 8)

'No Fish for Sex' Fund Raising Event
The BBC reported on their website on 17th February 2014 the practice of 'jaboya' on the banks
of Lake Victoria in Kenya. This is where women who are so poor, that they cannot pay for fish
to feed their children, purchase food with their bodies. This is a humiliating and degrading
practice which also exposes these women to a high risk of contracting HIV Aids.
There is at least one charity that is supplying some women with the opportunity to purchase
their own fishing boats so that they can then employ fishermen to fish for them and the income
that they earn allows them to pay the men, pay for their boats, bit by bit, and also have fish for
their families.
I was so moved by this story that I want to raise money to purchase as many boats as I can to
try and put an end to the misery of these women. I asked the congregation at my church to
decide what they thought that I should do to raise the money and they decided that I should go
kayaking. Having only been in a canoe once in my life, around 50 years ago at the age of 14,
and never in a kayak, you can probably understand that this is indeed a challenge for me. I
have also been suffering with Tennis Elbow in both arms for several months, which is adding
an extra element to this event.
Along with our church, I am a supporter of The High Five Club, a charity that works with those
in need in several African countries, including Kenya, and they have agreed to match the funds
that we raise, up to another £500.00 which will enable us to provide even more boats. The High
Five Club will also organise the purchasing of the boats and find the appropriate families that
will benefit from them.
So I am appealing to you to help me raise some money to support these women by allowing
them lives where they can support themselves and provide food for their families in a dignified
manner. Please dig deep and make my canoe trip a success for the women of Lake Victoria.
We would love to find one or more businesses that would like to sponsor the event with publicity on the boats, cars and clothing etc.
Mark Bottomley is providing the kayaks and will accompany me, along with my friend Neal
Welch who also kayaks regularly. If anyone else wishes to join the trip, then just let us know.
The more the merrier. We have a support team consisting of one of my brothers and a brother
in law. Mark is also going to set up the account where donations can be made, or they will be
able to be made via the High Five Club who will have an account. Please do not send me donations direct. We will keep you updated on the church website.
Our first training session was completed on Saturday 12 April by kayaking from Yalding up
towards Tonbridge, although I couldn't make it into town. It has made me realise how much
training I need to succeed in this challenge.
We have now decided that the trip is to be from Tonbridge to Upnor, a total of about 30 miles,
on June 14.

Dennis Usher
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LOCAL EVENTS
Thursday 15th May 2014 – Guided walk of Gravesend riverside
Guide: Christoph Bull 0770 2287147
Meet: 11am at entrance to Fort Gardens by Milton Place Car Park
Cost: £3 a head – no need to book, just turn up
Optional lunch at Reliance Fish Restaurant afterwards where meal is at
special price.
Saturday 17th May 2014 – Chalk Church Boot Fair
At: Chalk Church Grounds, Church Lane, Chalk
Time: Open to public 10am to 12.30pm – traders only from 9am
Cost for traders: Cars = £10 – Vans = £12
Information: Heather Bull 01474 320156
Monday 19th May 2014 – Evening Guided tour of Gravesend riverside with guided tour of Three Daws public house (first ever tour)
Guide: Christoph Bull 07702287147
Meet: 7pm at entrance to Fort Gardens by Milton Place Car Park
Cost: £12.50 Includes evening main meal and a drink at Three Daws
afterwards.
Booking by phoning Three Daws public house on 01474 566869
Tuesday 20th May 2014 – The Kaiser’s War?? – illustrated talk on
the First World War from a different perspective (Full of great
adventure and tales).
Speaker: Christoph Bull
Meet: 7pm at TJ’s public house, Milton Road, Gravesend DA12 2RF
Cost: £7.50 – includes buffet and a glass of wine.
Booking by phoning TJ’s public house on 01474 533891
Sunday 8th June 2014: Circular walk from Cobham Church to Luddesdown.
Meet: 2.30pm at Cobham Church, Cobham DA12 3DB
Leader: Derek Gray 01474 363024 (Gravesend Historical Society event)
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
A wide variety of events for our members through May and June

Frid 2nd May to Tuesday 6th – Cruise on Marco Polo to Amsterdam, Zeebrugge and Honfleur.
Wed 7th May – Concert at Cadogan Hall
Mon 12th May -- Main Meeting at 2.30 pm Shorne Village
Hall
Thur 22nd May – Dance Til Dawn – Vincent and Flavia at
The Marlowe
Thursday 5th June – Diners Club visit to Pearsons Arms,
Whitstable
Thursday 12th June – Main Meeting 7.30 pm in Village
Hall
Sunday 12th June – Treasure island at Saint Hill Manor, nr.
East Grinstead
Wednesday 25th June – Visit to Nymans Garden and House
Sunday 29th June – Concert at Cadogan Hall – Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12), who must live
in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of any age, are welcome
to come to the Main Meeting on Monday 12th May at 2.30 pm in Shorne Village Hall, phone Ali our membership secretary on 01474 824138 or email
stagesofshorne@gmail.com.
Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from early

each month.
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association
MAY 2014
Wednesday 7, 14, 21, and 28 May - Short Mat Bowls
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) and 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta
Group) in the Village Hall.
Friday 9 and 23 May at 1.15 for 1.30pm Ten Pin Bowling
at AMF Bowling Gravesend. Contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474
824006.
Tuesday 20 to Saturday 24 May - Holiday to Isle of
Wight
(Further details - Marjorie Attwaters on 01634 726545)
Tuesday 27 May at 2.00pm in the Village Hall we meet for
our Main Meeting. This afternoon we welcome Richard King
whose talk is entitled "Around the World on a Double Decker Bus"
Wednesday 28 May Orchard Theatre Dartford "The Good
Old Days" which includes afternoon tea and cakes. Contact
Mike Hayward on 01474 566883.
Thursday 29 May at 2.00pm Tea Dance in the Village
Hall
(see separate item for full details).
Anyone wishing to join ShornARA should contact our
Membership Secretary Sylvia Hudson on 01474 569955
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SHORNE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY
On Saturday 5th April we held our Spring Show at 3 pm in
the Village Hall, which was a massive success. Jim Buttress,
our judge (who is now starring in ‘The Big Allotment Challenge’ on BBC2 on Wednesday evenings) said the exhibits
were as good as any he has seen this year at much bigger
and well known shows. The free entry again proved successful and the raffle and plant stall did roaring business and we thank members and non-members for their contributions. More will be needed to restock the plant stall for our Summer Show on 21st June, so any surplus plants
will be gratefully received (phone Pauline Grace on 01474 822647).
It only costs £5 for a year’s membership of the Shorne Cottage Garden Society and for that you get free entry to our four evening social events each year,
several newsletters and the chance to enter our three shows.
Anyone interested in joining can ring our membership secretary John Grace
on 01474 822647 or email ShorneCGS@gmail.com.

STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
If you like Dancing you’ll love our Tea Dances
Held on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
Shorne Village Hall
Dances include, Ballroom, Latin and Sequence to
great music.
All ages are welcome.
Why not come along and join us for an enjoyable afternoon.
Admission £3.50 including tea/biscuits and free raffle.

Next Dance 29 May 2014
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Shorne Village Hall
5 May 2014
.

MAY DAY MARKET
&
MINI AUCTION
Doors Open: 11.30am
Auction: 1.00pm
Stall Booking and Enquiries:June Wilkins 01474-822224

Free Entry
Refreshments
15

SHORNE FLOWER ARRANGERS
2014 Events Programme
Good Friday 18th April.
Shorne Flower Arrangers attended St Peter
& St Paul Church after the 2pm service and
did some 10 arrangements throughout the
church. I took photos of the pieces and if
anyone would like, I can email them to you.
My contact is
landaclawothy@btinternet.com
April 24th.

Workshop by Linda Hutchins (nee Shakelton) making a hand
tied posy.

May 29th.

Club Competition night, “I see the Summer Garden as”.
Club members will compete in three different classes. Staging starts at 8.00pm and competitors have approximately 1
hour to complete their exhibit. This is then judged, while we
partake of tea and possibly cake, before prizes are awarded.

June 26th

Workshop. Leaf manipulation by Charles Barnard.

We welcome new members of all abilities, including those with no previous
experience of flower arranging. Visitors are welcome to come along and see
what we do. There is a small charge of £3, except on special event nights,
and this includes tea/coffee. Bring some flowers and join in the fun of making a floral design suitable to enhance your home. There is always someone
on hand to get you started.
Further information about SFA can be obtained from Sheila Williams on
01474 353 405 or Jean Cooke on 01474 322 767.
Arthur Clatworthy
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Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne
SUNDAYS
8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service
North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
April 2014 Meeting
More work was done on our samplers and encrusted calico during the morning session. Completed examples of the smocking covers to boutique boxes made by some members at our day
school with Heather Spaulding on 5th April were on show. The day school was very enjoyable and Heather gave us lots of confidence to complete the boxes. We used smocking, beads
and ribbons and made tassels to complete our boxes. Photos were taken of the colourful boxes, so look out for them on our members’ gallery on our website.
As today was a sit and stitch afternoon, we took along some of our own work in progress. It
was a chance to see embroideries done by others, as well as discuss stitches and techniques.
Of course, there was also time to have tea and cake. Next month, on May 17 th, our speaker is
Clare Beaton. Claire is a children’s author and textile illustrator. Her web site is
www.clarebeaton.com . Clare uses colourful collage illustrations in her books and examples
can be seen in her web site gallery.
Stop Press! Details of our special event Branch day on June 14 th can be found on
www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk (future meetings).
We welcome new members, of all abilities, at Gravesend Library, Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost for visitors is £4.00 for each of the first two visits. Visit our

website, www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk ,for information on our branch and our
meeting programme, or contact 01474 324734.
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PARISH CALENDAR FO
May 2014
Thurs 1st

2.00pm

(Village Hall) Shorne and Thong WI. Annual General
Meeting

Fri 2nd

5 days

(Marco Polo). STAGES. Cruise

Wed 7th

Evening

(Cadogan Hall, London) STAGES. RPO with Grzegorz
Nowak

Thurs 8th

7.45pm

(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
Footpaths and Greens Committee.

Mon 12th

2.00pm

(Village Hall) STAGES Monthly meeting. Cream Tea,
café style.

Thurs 15th

7.30pm
Evening

(Village Hall). Parish Council Annual Parish Assembly.
(Orchard Theatre) STAGES The Mousetrap

Sun 18th

1.30pm

(Village Hall) Craft Fair

Thurs 22nd

Evening

(Marlowe Theatre). STAGES visit and meal. Dance ‘til
Dawn.

Thurs 29th

7.45pm
Evening

(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council AGM
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Annual
competition night

Regular Events
Parish Church services: see panel on page 17.
Every Monday from 21 April 2014 until 20 April 2015 at 7.30 pm – (Village Hall)
Slimming World.
First Saturday of every month at 11.00am Mass at St Katherine’s Chapel.
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OR MAY & JUNE 2014
June 2014
Wed 5th

day

(Pearson’s Arms, Whitstable) STAGES. Diners club
lunch.

Thurs 12th

7.45pm

(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
Planning Committee.
(Village Hall) STAGES Monthly meeting.
Round the World in Buses.

7.00pm
Sun 15th

1.30pm
Afternoon

(Village Hall). Craft Fair.
(Saint Hill Manor). STAGES visit Treasure Island

Sat 21st

3.00pm

Wed 25th

all day

(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society Summer
Show
(Nymans, Sussex) STAGES visit. House and gardens.

Thurs 26th

7.45pm
Evening

Sun 29th

10.00am
Evening

(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
Footpaths and Greens Committee.
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Workshop –
Leaf Manipulation. Charles Barnard
(Parish Church followed by Village Hall)
Annual Civic Service followed by refreshments.
(Cadogan Hall, London), STAGES. RPO with Pinchas
Zukerman.

NOTE:
For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a year
ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and event
title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you will
need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.
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SIDESPERSONS’ & WARDENS’ ROTA
Date Time
4 May 8.00 am
10.00 am
11
8.00 am
10:00 am
18
8.00 am
10.00 am
25
8.00 am
10.00 am

Warden
M Harris
B Tuff
G Lewis
A Moffat
M Harris
S Cackett
M Crawford
J Theobald

Sidesperson
J Aspinall
M Bottomley
A Pay
J&J Wilkins
R Turnbull
E Rothwell
B Lennard
I&J Craig

Service
Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)

Please arrange your own replacement if you are not available as indicated.

CHURCH CLEANERS
May
3rd Claire & Julie
10th Angela Elaine &
Valerie
17th Penny
24th Dennis & Isabel
31st Claire & Julie

BRASS
CLEANERS
May
Sandy & Valerie
June
Dennis & Isobel

CLOCK WINDERS
3rd May
10th May
17th May
24th May
31st May

Kevin
Andy
Lawrence
Kevin
Geoff

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
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Anglo-Saxon Kent
By the beginning of the 5th century AD, the population of Kent was fairly integrated,
Romans having intermarried with the indigenous population for almost three hundred
years – so much so that when direct government by Rome ceased and the Legions
withdrew from Britain in about 410 AD, what remained was a fairly homogenous
culture that is described by historians as Romano-British – a local civilisation governing itself and trying to operate day to day much as it did under Roman rule.
Towards the end of their time in Britain, the whole Roman Empire was under attack
by ‘barbarians’ from across Asia and Europe, not least in Britain, where the population was harried from the north by the Picts, and along the east coast, particularly in
the south-east, by Saxons from various parts of northern Europe, particularly from
what we now know as Denmark and northern Germany. As part of their defensive
measures in the south-east the Romans appointed a ‘Count of the Saxon Shore’, an
area which extended from Norfolk round to Hampshire, to defend the south-east from
the sea, who controlled a land force as well as organising a coast-guard to defend the
major local coastal trading centres.
Even under Roman domination, Britain had never been one nation, with one government controlling the whole country, but remained a group of tribes who had been kept
at relative peace amongst themselves by the military power of Rome. When the power was removed after 410 AD, confusion soon set in, and the Picts and the Scots, who
had never been subdued by the Romans, seized the opportunity to increase their raids
into the heart of England.
To replace Roman governance and Roman troops, local leaders quickly asserted their
authority and distinct groupings based on localities began to appear. In the south-east,
for obvious reasons the most Romano-British area of England, local leaders were
most tenacious in holding onto Roman principles of law and order, and from this area
the main leader to emerge very quickly was a tribal ‘overlord’ named Vortigern.
There are many legends about Vortigern, but very few facts that can be verified historically at a time that has been described historically as the start of the ‘dark ages’,
but a 6th century historian called Gildas does mention him.
Vortigern seems to have taken on the mantle of Count of the Saxon Shore with his
main base in south-east England. He emerged very quickly as the strongest, so therefore the ‘overlord’ of other English local leaders. The fragmentation of the old Roman
province and bickering for power had left the whole of England prone to invading
tribes from abroad, and Vortigern seems to have moved around the country supporting local forces to fend them off.
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By 448 AD, Vortigern was fighting on two fronts, with the Picts in the north, and the
Saxons in the East. He therefore looked abroad for some ‘friendly’ mercenaries to
help him, and persuaded two brothers Hengist and Horsa, who were Jutes (a sub-tribe
of the Angles) from what we now call Denmark (Juteland/Jutland).
Both the names Hengist and Horsa mean ‘horse’. The Jutes worshiped horse-gods
and Hengist and Horsa were both nicknames, Hengist meaning ‘stallion’ and Horsa
just meaning ‘horse’. Being known by a nickname was common at this time. Some
academics believe that Hengist’s ‘given’ name was Octa, but others are not sure, and
think that Octa was possibly one of his sons. We do not know Horsa’s given name.
As payment for their help Vortigern agreed to cede a small part of Kent, the Isle of
Thanet (which really was an island in those days), to the brothers and encourage them
to bring families to settle there in return for military service. In order to seal the
agreement, Vortigern also married Hengist’s daughter.
The Jutes are said to have brought with them their war banner, a white horse, which
has remained the symbol of Kent to this day. It is thought to be the oldest continuously used symbol of any administrative area, possibly in the world. There is a view that
the white horse banner was a later substitution, as originally before the Jutes went
into battle they would sacrifice a white horse, cut off its head, stick it on a pole and
carry this. Some say that is why the white horse of Kent has throughout history appeared on a blood red background!
Hengist and Horsa honoured their agreement and the arrangement worked very well
for several years, but Thanet soon became well populated with Jutes, and the brothers
began to look for land further afield. The nearest land to expand into was of course
the rest of Kent. The outcome of this was a major battle between the forces of
Votigern, and those of Hengist and Horsa at Aylesford in 455 AD, in which Horsa
and Vortigern’s son Castigern were both killed. The Battle of Aylesford was won by
the Jutes after which Hengist claimed all the land east of the Medway. This was followed a year later further West with the Battle of Crayford (456 AD) after which
Hengist declared himself ‘King of all Kent’, and the boundaries of Kent were established as far as Deptford in the west.
The Jutes of Thanet therefore assumed control of the whole of Kent. In order to establish their kingdom they then invited other ‘friendly’ tribes, mainly Saxons, from
close to their original homeland in Denmark, northern Germany and Frisia (northern
Netherlands) to join them. The Jutes themselves were already established in east Kent
and were reluctant to move their families further west, so these newer tribes tended to
settle more in west Kent, thus it is said beginning the friendly rivalry between Kent
people to the east and west (those to the east of the Medway being describes as ‘of
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Kent’ and those to the west of the Medway as ‘Kentish’. This rivalry and differentiation we still have to this day, for example we still have two major ‘county’ towns,
Maidstone and Canterbury, and until fairly recently two law administrations based in
them, and two County regiments.
In their turn the Saxons in west Kent were joined by their families and friends, many
of whom did not stay long, moving West and North to create the new Saxon kingdoms of the West, Middle, South and East Saxons (Wessex, Middlesex, Sussex and
Essex).
Interestingly, this division of the County reflects the original Roman ‘civitas’ or administrative areas separating Kent into two halves – east of the Medway being originally the pre-Roman land of the Cantii tribe, and to the west that of the Belgae. The
Medway has always seemed to have been regarded as a natural division line.
Once they had settled in Kent the Jutes never again seemed to refer to themselves as
Jutes, but as ‘Kentings’.
Hengist seems to have had a peaceful death (unusually for a king in this period) in
about 488 AD.
Over the following centuries, whilst fighting took place across the rest of England to
establish who ruled, the Kingdom of Kent remained well ruled and relatively peaceful. More crucially it remained for almost four hundred years as a kingdom in its
own right as one of the ‘heptarchy’, the seven kingdoms of Saxon Britain
(Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex and Wessex) although towards the end of its independent life recognising the Kings of Mercia and Wessex as
external overlords,. In 825 Kent ceased to have its own separate king, and was subsumed as a shire into Wessex.
Kent was throughout the whole of the Anglo-Saxon period closely linked with Jutish
and Saxon kingdoms across the Channel in what we now know as France, Belgium,
Netherlands, Germany and Denmark, and considerable trade took place between
them. Their ruling families continued to be linked by marriages. During this period
there were a number of ‘Kent/Jutish’ settlements in what we now know as Nord Padde-Calais. There are major similarities between the laws and administrative structures at this time between Kent and the Frankish kingdoms across the Channel.
It is therefore often claimed that Kent is the birthplace of the English nation.
Ian Craig
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10th Anniversary Charity Ball
In Memory of
David McCann
Saturday 12th July 2014, from 7pm
Ashford international Hotel, Kent
Arrival drink – Three course meal
Live Band - Raffle
Tickets £50
Black Tie

Carriages 1am

All proceeds will go to “Holding on letting go”. (Medway
based Charity helping bereaved children and their families.)
If you are able to attend, please e-mail me and I will send
you ticket information.

Many Thanks
Bridget
bridgetmccann2000@yahoo.co.uk
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions
Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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HYGIENE MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
At HMS we can provide a wide range of training courses suitable for any business involved in food but especially for the care
industry , children’s nurseries, restaurants, hotels etc.
Our courses will not only provide you with the latest techniques
and legal requirements but be an enjoyable experience.
Visit us at: www.hygienesolutions.co.uk or give Dennis or
Tracey a call on: 01474 536662.
Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS
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2PG
332849

Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY
Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

JPM

Rose and Crown

Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.

Home cooked food, sensible prices and
a warm welcome Tuesdays and Thursdays lunches for the over 60's £6.75!
Great Sunday lunch
Disabled friendly
Dogs and children welcome
tel - 01474 822373
email - randc1@btconnect.com

Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.
Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk
Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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THE WRIGHT WOODFLOORING SPECIALISTS
Wood Strip

4, Ifield Cottages,
Shorne Ifield Road,
Shorne,
Kent DA12 3HF

Parquet Floors Laid
Wood Floors Sanded
Wood Block
DIY Supplies & Advice
Wood Laminates

Tel: 07956 342524—Ron Wright

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH
*Terms & Conditions apply

T. B. M. C. ( AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES )
DAIRY FARM, CHURCH STREET, LOWER HIGHAM,ME3 7LD
WELL EQUIPPED WORKSHOP FOR :SERVICING, REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, TYRES, TRACKING,
BALANCING, WELDING ETC
NEIL B. JONES
01474 823100 / 07702 036650

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100

ANN ARCHER

Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax

No :
130055

The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net

36

VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr M. Brett (Chairman)
Mr B Wilkinson (Vice Chairman)

356163
536131

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Jean Dyke (Secretary)

350810

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Avril Roots (President)
Secretaries:
Julie Aspinall/ Maggie Harris

564230

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mrs M Morten

01634 710169
822522

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Sheila Williams (Chair)
Mrs Jean Cooke (Treasurer)

353405
322767

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
Sylvia Hudson (Membership Sec)

363285
569955

Stages

Richards Moore (Chairman)

823384

825046

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Walker
Croft
Estate Agents

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

Surveyors

Valuers

