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VICAR’S LETTER
From the 5th of March onwards we are in the
season of Lent. This time has normally been,
in the history of the church, a time of preparation for Easter. It should be a time when we
examine ourselves and ask what is the Christian faith all about and indeed am I, are you,
accepting the call of Jesus Christ to follow
him and live in obedience to God?
A significant part of my doctoral studies was
the study of revivals and revivalism. In particular this was the study of times and places
when people came back to faith in Christ by
their thousands. What was it that drew these
people to belief and commitment to Christ. An
example of this would be the welsh revival of
1904-05 stimulated by the prophetic preaching
of Joseph Jenkins and Evan Roberts. But I’m
also thinking of the powerful ministries of
people like John Wesley and William Booth
that led to the rise and significant growth of
the Methodist churches and the Salvation Army. The work of these preachers also had a
significant effect on the Church of England,
many people who became vicars in the times
they lived were influenced and empowered by
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these revivals
What accounts for the present day decline in the church that means
people in recent books with such titles as, The Death of Christian Britain? Of course many will point to the large congregations that seem to
be growing all over our land, largely in urban areas. All I can say is as
the former leader of one of those sort of churches whatever is going on
there it is not revival, not yet. Despite some of these large vibrant
churches that have sprung up the decline and disappearance of churches across our land is concerning. All we have to do is to look at our
own village and the former Methodist church in the street that is now a
house and the Bethel chapel up on the Ridgeway. I don’t know their
history but they must have been built by once lively Christian communities.
What has changed? What has caused this?
Now I have to say before I proceed any further that I often encounter
Christians who have come from other countries where the Christian
Church in its various forms is vast and growing. Some of these people
are shocked by the sort of thinking and theology they encounter in the
churches here.
What’s the difference between our church and the churches overseas
and in the times of revival in our history?
Well I believe it’s all down to the attitude of the general attitude public
towards God and His Son Jesus Christ. Many of course are ignorant of
the teaching of Jesus and the bible in general but of course many have
also filled their lives up with other activities and interests that there is
no time to consider God. This is odd because, despite the rhetoric of
the new atheists such as Richard Dawkins, many of those people believe in some sort of God, some higher power to which their accountable.
It is also, I think due to the teaching of church leaders who have given
in to the temptation to please people by preaching a more palatable
gospel.
My wife and I often go to East London. One of my best friends is a vicar in Walthamstow and we often go there and to other places in the east
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end. If you drive down the A2 then through the Blackwall tunnel and
turn left into commercial road towards central London, there is a building on the right, college that has above the door a verse of scripture
carved into the stone.
It’s from the book of Job in the Old Testament “the fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.” (Job 28:28
KJV) There are similar verses in the Psalms and Proverbs of the Old
Testament. I believe we have lost the fear of the Lord. One characteristic of revivals is that the fear of the Lord returns. I’ve heard people say
how can we fear a God of love? While I wholeheartedly agree that our
God is a God of love, it’s not quite love as we have come to define it.
God’s love also runs alongside his justice. When we look around the
world and especially in our own land there are evidences of great institutional and personal evil, if we have eyes to see. God is not happy
with that.
I would like to say that the scriptures do not picture God as a complacent, cuddly pushover. Deuteronomy 4:24 says Our God is a consuming fire. This is restated in the Letter to the Hebrews 12:29. This same
letter says, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God” Hebrews 10:31.
This leads me on to think about all of the teaching about God’s wrath,
his judgement and Jesus teaching about Hell in the gospels.
A couple of years ago I was at an academic conference where one of
the Church of England’s theological educators told us her M.Th thesis
was entitled, “Why we no longer believe in hell.” I have not been able
to read this. But I know what sort of thing it says. The sort of argument
that’s often put forward is modern people don’t want to believe in a
God of judgement. In order to do so they have to write off or explain
way much of the bible, especially the teaching of Jesus himself.
I would like to challenge you to read the bible and think for yourself,
what is God saying to me, to us today? I hope you have a Lent that
draws you to into the mercy of God.
With my prayerful best wishes
Glyn Ackerley
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Dealing with the speeding problems in The Ridgeway
Residents in The Ridgeway have expressed increasing concern to the
Parish Council about the dangers of traffic driving above the 30mph
limit along their road. It seems that far too many drivers are failing to
reduce their speed in both directions along The Ridgeway.
With financial support from Kent County Council, the Parish Council
has decided to install an interactive road sign flashing the speed limit
of 30mph to any driver whose vehicle is driving in excess of this restriction in The Ridgeway. The sign, which will face traffic travelling
from Brewers Road, will be installed on the right side of the gate leading into the football field. Some trees will be trimmed back in order to
increase the visibility of the sign to drivers approaching The Ridgeway.
The sign is due to be installed and in use from the end of this March.
Some local residents have arranged with Claire Croucher [Kent Police], our police community support officer [PCSO], to be supplied and
trained to use special equipment to measure speed levels in The Ridgeway. Details will be taken of the registration number, make and colour
of any vehicle which is found to be speeding. This information will be
reported to Kent Police who, having verified the details supplied, will
send a warning letter to the driver. A second offence will attract a further warning letter after which, in the event of any further offence, the
Police will interview the individual ahead of possible prosecution.
The speed checks are now under way. The Council greatly appreciates
the invaluable contribution which the local residents are making to this
exercise.
Since this activity requires three persons for each session to record all
4

the information required, we are keen to increase the size of the existing team of three. This is in order to ensure that these exercises can be
mounted on a regular basis in future and to extend them elsewhere in
the parish where speeding traffic is also a major concern.
We are therefore seeking further volunteers to join the team to carry on
this good work. Each session lasts no more than one hour and there is
no requirement, once enlisted, for volunteers to commit more time than
they are comfortable with. Training and provision of suitable high visibility clothing and all equipment will be supplied without cost. Please
let Brian Wilkinson, the Parish Council's Vice Chairman, know on
01474 536131 or by email on brian.wilkinson@blueyonder.co.uk if
you would be interested in assisting with this valuable work.
Roy Dinnis

(Shorne Parish Council)

SHORNE PARISH CHURCH ON FACEBOOK
We now have 93 people who ‘like’ our Facebook page – wouldn’t it be
great if we could make that figure 100! You can find Shorne Parish
Church’s Facebook page on the internet by typing
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch into your web browser.
It is lovely to have so many people following our church on Facebook,
but it would be even better to see more of you at our Sunday services.
Currently we have about 23 people attending at 10am on Sunday
mornings. We are in danger of becoming a ‘virtual church’! Everyone
– of all ages – is welcome at all of our services and you don’t need to
let anyone know in advance if you are coming. So, we hope to see you
soon!
Also, if anyone has any photographs of any Shorne Church related
things or activities then please share them with us by posting them directly onto our page or you can email them to me at ramoore@btinternet.com and I will post them for you.
Rosemary Moore
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association
Wednesday 5,12,19 and 26 March - Short Mat Bowls
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) and 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
in the Village Hall.
Thursday 6 March - Quiz Night in the Village Hall 6.30 for 7.00pm.
£4.00 per person pay at the door - bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Contact Maureen Horsham on 01474 363285 or Marion Fairall on
01474 823205.
Thursday 13 March - Visit to Spitfire and Hurricane Museum,
Manston.
Followed by two course lunch at the Dog and Duck Pub.
Contact either Doreen Neighbour on 07507039472 or Jacqueline Johnson on
07712623703.
Friday 14 and 28 March at 1.15 for 1.30pm Ten Pin Bowling
at AMF Bowling Gravesend. Contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474
824006.
Tuesday 25 March at 2.pm in the Village Hall we have our Main
Meeting.
Jacqueline Aviolet on "I Am A Tulip" what are you? A fun afternoon
with information on plants and gardening.
Thursday 27 March at 2.00pm - Tea Dance in the Village Hall (see
separate item on page 13 for full details).
Anyone wishing to join ShornAra should contact our Membership
Secretary Sylvia Hudson on 01474 569955
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SHORNE and THONG W.I.
President Avril welcomed members to the February Meeting, an invitation had been
received from Istead Rise W.I. to join in their Pancake Race on March 4th. The cost
is £3. 50, includes a bowl of soup, but please take your own bowl and spoon ! Chalk
W.I. are hoping to arrange an outing to Audley End in Essex on April 12th but it can
only go ahead if there is sufficient interest.
The Craft Meetings held at Racefield Close continue to be well supported and eveyone is welcome. They take place once a month on a Tuesday afternoon. Avril then
introduced our speaker, Mrs Threader, who is the first lady to be appointed Clerk to
the Rochester Bridge Wardens, she is also a Chartered Engineer, and came to tell us
something of the 2,000 year history of the Bridge. It is certainly a very interesting
story.
The Romans built the first Bridge, but after their demise the bridge gradually fell
into disrepair. It was later rebuilt with all the surounding parishes being held responsible for maintaining a certain section of the Bridge. Unfortunately this did not work,
and again the Bridge declined. In 1381 the Medway froze and the Iceflows and debris that came after the thaw, really washed it away. John de Cobham owned the land
on either side of the Medway, and he persuaded a friend, Sir Robert Knowle, with
whom he had fought in the 100 years war in France to pay for the stone, needed to
rebuild the Bridge. This was at the time when wealthy people payed priests to pray
for their immortal souls.. Apparently Sir Robert had a very gory past. In France he
had herded peasants into buildings, and set fire to them, so he had a lot of atoning to
do. The two men were concerned that the Bridge should be properly maintained, so
they asked permission to set up a Trust for the purpose. Many wealthy people were
persuaded to donate money and lands to the Trust, including Dick Whittington, the
then Lord Mayor of London. He left £40 in his will. These lands are still owned by
the Trust and the income is now around £2.5 million per annum. Unfortunately in
1500 ad. the Bridge was again in a poor state, and it was discovered that the Warden
appointed was milking the kitty. By the time Queen Mary came to the throne something had to be done, and she gave permission for tolls to be charged. Of course the
Bridge was of great importance, because anyone wishing to go to the Continent had
to cross the Medway to get there.
When Queen Elizabeth 1st came to the throne she decided to appoint 12 assistant
Wardens and that there should be an annual meeting, to which two parishioners from
each surrounding parishes must be present. To encourage them to attend they were
given lunch and 1 shilling.
(Continued on page 9)
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
Our March programme starts with a return visit to the popular Hilltop
Restaurant at Wrotham on Thursday 6th March. We have our Main
Monthly Meeting on Monday 10th March with doors open from 2 pm.
Patricia Francis will be giving a talk on Marbles, Minsters & Monarchy. On Tuesday 18th March we are off to the Royal Festival Hall for
an Organ Gala Launch Concert. On a different musical note (!) our
final visit in March is to see Fiddler on the Roof at The Orchard Theatre.
If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership
or applications from new members (annual membership is only £12),
who must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of
any age, are welcome to come to the Main Meeting on Monday 10th
March at 2 pm in Shorne Village Hall, phone Ali our membership secretary on 01474 824138 or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com. Copies
of our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from early
each month.

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
The Annual General Meeting of Shorne Village Hall Management
Committee will take place on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 in the Small
Hall of Shorne Village Hall at 7.30 pm. We hope that residents and all
representatives of local organisations will attend to support the
community.
Have a look at the activities in Shorne featured on
www.shornevillagehall.org in Regular Hall Users and What’s On.
8

LENT COURSE
Our Lent course this year will now be From the Ram to the Lamb by
Marjorie Austin
The course takes us on a journey to discover some ways in which Jesus fulfils Old Testament prophecy and the sacrificial system. It looks
at the implications for Christian faith of the story of Abraham Isaac
and the Ram, Moses and the Passover in Egypt and so on. The course
will be illustrated with film clips from The Bible Miniseries, The
Prince of Egypt and other films.
Lent will start with Ash Wednesday Communion (5 March at 8 pm in
the church) during which Glyn will introduce the course and then there
will be 5 sessions at Shorne School, starting on Tuesday 11th March,
and then the 4 following Tuesdays there will be group discussion,
prayer and meditation.
We will start with a shared meal at 7.30pm, with the course starting at
8pm. We hope to be finished by 9.30pm
WI (Continued from page 7)

There was a Battle on the Bridge during the Civil War. The Royalists were winning
until General Fairfax sailed up the Medway with several warships. The Royalists
fled, but destroyed the Drawbridge before leaving.
As ships got larger it was found necessary to have wider gap between the piers and
Thomas Telford was commissioned to carry out the work. In the 19th century Cubitts designed a Cast Iron Bridge, much cheaper than stone, but they have kept the
original stone balustrade. The present Bridge was bulit in the 1970's giving more
headroom. The Trust has also helped fund many of other Bridges across the Medway
and also the Medway Tunnel. They also give educational grants and founded both
Rochester and Maidstone Girls Grammar Schools, and they have given grants to the
Cathedral and a number of Churches.
The Rochester Bridge Trust is the only completely independent Bridge Trust in existence. A unique survivor. President Avril thanked Mrs Threader for giving us such
an interesting afternoon.
Valerie Martin
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MOTHERING SUNDAY LUNCH
30 March 2014
SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
12.30pm for 1.00pm
Champagne served on arrival
MENU
Sea food Platter
Roast Pork
Apple Sauce
Vegetables in Season
Bread and Butter Pudding
or
Fresh Fruit Salad
Coffee/Tea
A presentation by Higham Writers
£12.50 Adult
£7.50 Children under 12 Years
Children under 5 Free
B.Y.O Wine/Soft Drinks to accompany meal
Catering by Alan and Gwen Holt
To benefit the Village Hall and the National Children’s Society
Bookings : June and Jack Wilkins 01474 - 822224
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NOTES FROM THE CHOIR VESTRY
Times change and tastes change – even in church music – and it’s important to keep up with the times, or risk losing immediacy and relevance.
During the last year the Church Choir has been busy learning some
new hymns and worship song in order to bring our repertoire slightly
more up to date. These have included ‘Faithful One’, ‘Here I Am To
Worship’, ‘How Deep The Father’s Love’, ‘Purify My Heart’, ‘Jesus
Shall Take The Highest Honour’ and Stuart Townend’s beautiful arrangement of ‘The Lord’s My Shepherd’. These were all new to me
too, and I have had to learn them first myself in order to teach them to
the choir.
We have been sharing these new items with the congregation on an ongoing basis and plan to continue to do so. This month, for example, we
are learning ‘Beauty for Brokenness’ by Graham Kendrick and ‘I am a
new Creation’ by Dave Bilbrough. These are not particularly modern
hymns – ‘Beauty for Brokenness’ was written in 1993! Alongside this
we are continuing to enjoy favourite hymns that have stood the test of
time, such as ‘Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord’ and ‘Dear
Lord and Father of Mankind’.
The choir continues to meet mostly on Monday afternoons at 2pm in
Church and, occasionally on a Saturday afternoon or a week day evening. If you would like to join in then you would be most welcome – no
previous experience necessary. I am particularly keen to hear from altos, tenors and basses! Please telephone me on 824177 if you would
like further information.
Rosemary Moore
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SHORNE FLOWER ARRANGERS
2014 EVENTS PROGRAMME
Feb’ 27th.

“The Sound of Music” – my favourite things, a
workshop arrangement. Each member brings
along a favourite thing that they will then use as
the basis for their arrangement

March 27th.

This will be a Demonstration by Christine Brazier. Christine is one of Kents newly qualified members
and we are sure her demonstration will be very entertaining.

We welcome new members of all abilities, including those with no previous experience of flower arranging. Visitors are welcome to come
along and see what we do. There is a small charge of £3, except on
special event nights, and this includes tea/coffee. Bring some flowers
and join in the fun of making a floral design suitable to enhance your
home. There is always someone on hand to get you started.
Further information about SFA can be obtained from Sheila Williams
on 01474 353 405 or Jean Cooke on 01474 322 767.

CALLING ALL WRITERS
Have you ever wanted to write? Are you interested in writing short stories or anecdotes or your memoirs but are not sure where to start? Perhaps you want to get back
into writing after a break. Or maybe you just like the idea of creative writing.
HIgham writers is a group of local amateur writers tutored by an experienced freelance writer. We work in all genres of writing, write plays and sketches and produce
public readings in the form of Showcase presentations of our work - hugely successful occasions which we have presented over the past 8 years, in aid of EllenorLions
Hospices.
Continued on next page….
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STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
If you like Dancing
You’ll love our Tea Dances
Held on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
Shorne Village Hall
Dances include, Ballroom, Latin and Sequence to
great music.
All ages are welcome.
Why not come along and join us for an enjoyable afternoon.
Admission £3.50 including tea/biscuits and free raffle.

Next Dance
27 March 2014
.
The writers are a friendly bunch, eager to learn and keen to write, with the accent
on enjoying the process and any new member, however experienced, will receive a
warm welcome. Higham Writers, so called because we meet in Higham Village
Club, on Monday mornings, draws on writers from local villages, as well as
Gravesend through the local and Medway towns. The group is kept small so that
everyone has a chance to read and participate.
We have vacancies at the moment. If you are interested in joining us, telephone or
email Denise for more information. All you need is time to write, no experience
necessary. If you need to know more about the group and our work just Google
HIGHAM WRITERS GROUP and you will find more information.
Denise Leppard
01474 822881 Email: deniseleppard@btinternet.com
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SHORNE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 20th March at 7.30 pm in the
Village Hall. Anne Kneif will return to tell us about .the History of
Seaside Resorts.
Recognition of the therapeutic value of seawater in the 18th century led
to the development of the seaside resorts. We will hear about the means
of travel, accommodation, bathing and beach occupations as well as
other entertainment available to the visitor.

HIGHAM & MOCKBEGGAR CRICKET CLUB
We are a self funding village side, who play on the outskirts of Higham, on
Mockbeggar Farm, just off Lee Green Road, near the Farm Shop, Post Code
ME3 SEX.
We run 1 adult side on Saturdays and Sundays, we primarily play friendly
matches over 40 overs, with 11 games on Sundays in the Kent Village League
Subject to numbers, also aim to run Junior sides across the U11, U13 & U15
age groups, on Friday evenings and Sunday mornings
Junior players are also able to play in the adult sides, subject to ability, in
2013 the age range of players playing in the adult sides was 13 to 62!
We would welcome new players across all age groups, from year 4 upwards,
regardless of previous experience, as our ability levels across the club are truly mixed.
Adult Nets + School Y9 and above are currently taking place at Kings School,
Rochester, on Sundays between 17:00 & 19:00 - £5 adults / £3 concessions
Junior Nets for Y8 and below to be confirmed.
Once the weather improves, we will have Midweek evening practice sessions
at our ground, from mid April to end of school summer term, which are free
of charge
For more details about your local cricket club please contact:
Richard Hawkins - Club Captain - 07738 189559 / richard.hawkins@rbs.com
Phil Jack - Honorary Secretary - 07837594158 / pakjack@hotmail.com
Wendy Hance (Welfare Officer) 2 The Larches, Higham, Rochester, ME3
7NQ
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SHORNE 1939 – PART 1
The first part of this article looked at the wider events of 1939 across the world.
This second part focuses more locally.
At the start of 1939 Chatham Dockyard and all other military bases began the year
making active preparations for war. Gravesend airport, which was the base for the
RAF No 20 Elementary and Reserve Training School, also stepped up its training.
In Gravesend the year began with Billy Cotton and his band appearing at the
‘Majestic’ cinema (later the ABC), and the last traces of Rosherville Gardens, the
remaining tower, being demolished. Most readers will know that Rosherville Gardens were the ‘playground of the East End of London’ during the second half of the
19th century. The new St George’s school was opened in Wrotham Road, the new
Westcourt School at Chalk and the new Co-operative store was opened in Milton
Road (just east of the General Post Office). Northfleet United Football Club was disbanded (to be re-formed in combination with Gravesend United in 1946 to form
Gravesend and Nothfleet United FC – now Ebbsfleet). The West Indian cricket team
played their first match of their tour of England at the Bat and Ball cricket ground,
Wrotham Road, Gravesend.
In May two aircraft from the RAF Training School crashed in mid-air over Claylane
Woods, Shorne whilst coming in to land. One student and both instructors were
killed, one being Flying Officer Matthews who had taught Amy Johnson to fly. The
surviving student, Midshipman Spanton of the Royal Navy Air Service, who lost
both his legs in the accident and suffered severe burns to his face, became one of the
first officers to be treated by Sir Archibald McIndoe the famous plastic surgeon, and
became a member of his famous Guinea Pig Club. Inspired by Douglas Bader, by
(Continued on page 19)

HANDS OF COMPASSION QUIZ NIGHT
On Saturday, 15th. March, at 7:30pm in Chalk Parish Hall
In aid of Hands of Compassion
Teams of not more than eight or join a team on the night.
Bring your own food/drinks Tea/coffee provided. Raffle.
Tickets are £5 from Jenny Ellett tel. 01474 361977
Please buy them before 12th. March.
15

PARISH CALENDAR FOR
March 2014
Wed 5th
8.00pm
Thurs 6th
2.00pm
6.00pm
7.45pm
Mon 10th

2.00pm

Tues 11th

7.30pm
7.30pm

Sat 15th
Tues 18th

7.30pm
7.30pm
Evening

Wed 19th
Thurs 20th

7.30pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

Tues 25th
Thurs 27th

7.30pm
5.00pm
Evening

Sun 30th

12.30pm

April 2014
Tues 1st
Thurs 3rd

7.30pm
2.00pm

Sat 5th
Mon 7th

10.00am
7.45pm
3.00pm
7.00pm

Tues 8th
Wed 16

7.30pm
8.00am
7.30pm

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
(Village Hall). Shorne and Thong WI. A Laugh at True
Humorous Verse. Rita Sylvester.
(Hilltop Restaurant, Wrotham) STAGES Diners Club
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council Planning
Committee.
(Village Hall) STAGES monthly meeting. Talk by Patricia
Francis on Marbles, Ministers and Monarchy.
Lent Course (see p.9)
(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society talk. Container growing with Vegetables – Gordon Francis
(Chalk Parish Hall) Hands of Compassion quiz (page 15)
Lent Course (see p.9)
(Royal Festival Hall). STAGES visit. Organ Gala Con
cert.
(Village Hall) STAGES Committee
(Village Hall). Shorne Local History Group. History of
Seaside Resorts. Speaker Anne Kneif.
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council Footpaths and Greens Committee.
Lent Course (see p.9)
(Orchard Theatre, Dartford) STAGES theatre visit. Fiddler
on the Roof
(Village Hall). Shorne Flower Arrangers. Demonstration
by Christine Brazier.
(Village Hall). Mothering Sunday lunch
Lent Course (see p.9)
(Village Hall). Shorne and Thong WI. Trials of Public
Speaking. Barbara Stevens.
(Museum of London) STAGES visit The Cheapside Hoard
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
(Village Hall) Cottage Garden Society Spring Show
(Village Hall) STAGES meeting. Talk by Ali Meharali
Keep Taking the Tablets.
Lent Course (see p.9)
(London) STAGES visit. Thames Cruise and Kings Cross.
(Village Hall) STAGES Committee
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R MARCH & APRIL 2014
Thurs 17th

7.30pm
8.00pm
9.00am

Fri 18th
Sun 20th
Tues 22

12.00nn
2.00pm
10.00am
7.00pm
7.30pm

Wed 23rd

10.00am

Thurs 24th
Thurs 24th

7.45pm
Evening

(Village Hall). Shorne Local History Group. The Kaiser’s War. Speaker Christoph Bull.
(Church) Maundy Thursday Communion
(National Gallery) STAGES visit. Veronese – Magnificence in Renaissance Venice.
(Church) Good Friday Vigil
(Currch) Hour at the Cross
(Church) Family Easter Morning Service
(Royal Festival Hall) Concert
(Small Village Hall) Shorne Village Hall Management
Committee Annual General Meeting (see p 8)
(Biddenden). STAGES visit. Vineyard Tour, Cheesemakers, Ploughman’s Lunch and Cream Tea.
(Village Hall ). Parish Council Planning Committee.
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Workshop

PLEASE NOTE:
For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a
year ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and
event title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you
will need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.

Regular Church Services
SUNDAYS
8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service
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SIDESPERSONS’ & WARDENS’ ROTA
Date

Time

Warden

2 Mar 8.00 am
2 Mar 10.00 am
5
8.00 pm
9
8.00 am
9
10.00 am
16
8.00 am
16
10.00 am
23
8.00 am
23
10.00 am
30
8.00 am
30
10.00 am

M Crawford
S Cackett
A Moffat
M Harris
S Cackett
A Moffat
B Tuff
G Lewis
J Theobald
M Crawford
A Moffat

Sidesperson

A Pay
M Bottomley
---R Turnbull
I&J Craig
B Lennard
J&J Wilkins
G&P Lewis
R&J Hankin
J Aspinall
A Purdy

Service

Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship
ASH WEDNESDAY
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (BCP)
MOTHERING SUNDAY

Please arrange your own replacement if you are not available as indicated.

READERS’ ROTA
2 March
9
16
23

30

S Cackett
I Craig
J Craig
J Wilkins
R Silvester
B McCarthy
A Moffat
A Purdy

BRASS CLEANERS

Matthew 17: 1-9
Genesis 2: 15-17; 3: 1-7
Matthew 4: 1-11
John 3: 1-17
Exodus 17: 1-7
John 4: 5-42
Exodus 2: 1=10
Luke 2: 33-35

CHURCH CLEANERS

March
Sandy & Valerie
April
Dennis & Isobel

CLOCK WINDERS

1st March
8th March
15th March
22nd March
5th April
12th April
19th April
26th April

March
1st Dennis & Isabel
8th Claire & Julie
15th Angela, Elaine & Valerie
22nd Penny
29th Dennis & Isabel
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Geoff
Kevin
Andy
Lawrence
Kevin
Andy
Lawrence
Geoff

Shorne in 1939 –part2 (Continued from page 15)

1942 he was flying again, this time flying Spitfires in the RAF. He crashed and was
taken prisoner in France in 1943, but was repatriated in 1944. He returned to flying
as a ferry pilot and ended up flying jets. He died in 1996.
In September the Flying School closed to become an operational satellite airfield to
Biggin Hill. Mainly Spitfires, Hurricanes and Blenheims operated from Gravesend
air base for the rest of the war.
On 3 September 3694 children and some of their parents were evacuated from
Gravesend’s Southern Railway pier in West Street to the east coast of Kent by the
pleasure steamers Golden Eagle, Royal Daffodil, Queen of the Channel, Royal Sovereign and Medway Queen.
The Vicar of Shorne in 1939 was the Revd Ernest James Palmer (vicar 1936-1947).
The Headmaster of Shorne School was Mr Albert Richardson (head 1925-1941). In
the school log book he only makes three entries for 1939:
17 April 1939 – ‘The vicar has been asked to form a Committee to deal with
evacuees – this committee to include school staff’
25 September 1939 – ‘As Germany invaded Poland on September 1 st and
England declared war on Germany on September 3 rd, evacuees came to
Shorne and the School was not reopened until today. It is necessary to run a
double shift – native children will attend the morning session and the evacuees the afternoon. Native roll 85; evacuee roll 51’
15 November 1939 – ‘It has been decided to merge the two schools from
Monday 20th November’.
I find the term ‘native’ rather an odd one! Also, I assume that as children were both
evacuated from Gravesend, and Shorne received evacuees at about the same time,
the latter were all London children, and it was only later, when German bombing of
London began in earnest, and Gravesend became a casualty of the Thames bombing
run, that local children were evacuated further afield, for example to Devon. Maybe
there are readers of this article who experienced evacuation who can clarify this for
me.
The parish magazine was much the same format as it had been for half a century,
consisting of a four-page green cover, around a commercial publication entitled
Home Words, with a two-monthly two-page Rochester Diocesan Notes insert. The
vicar’s January letter seems to be a little out of keeping with most other expectations
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at the time, beginning:
‘1938 will be remembered as a year of crisis. Now we are looking forward
with expectancy and hope that 1939 may be a year of peaceful progress.
Evidence more generally seems to suggest that there were few people in England
who thought that war was not inevitable. He does however go on to talk about:
‘The war in Spain drags on; the invasion of China (NOTE: The Second
Sino-Japanese War) with all the horrors of modern warfare on a simple
peaceful nation continues; the demands made by totalitarian countries, continue to make the life of the world terrible (sic) uncertain; and the Jewish
Pogrom in Germany is perhaps the blackest page of all that 1938 has to
record’.
The Bishop, on the other hand, in his January letter reproduced in the Magazine,
states that ‘the outlook for 1939 is far from set fair”’.
The vicar’s February ‘notes’ mentions the church Sunday School, a well-attended
and common activity of the time in most parishes. Surprisingly in Shorne the attendance of the time was ‘about 60’.
In the March issue the vicar refers to ‘the restoration of the South Aisle’. As we all
know, that is a major problem again for us 75 years later – some things never change!
Both the vicar’s ‘notes’ and the Bishop’s letter this month refer to the discussions
taking place throughout Britain about National Service and what that may mean for
committed Christians in the event of war – it was obviously a major debate.
The village ‘notes’ in April record that ‘it is pleasing to hear that a Troop of Scouts
has been formed in the Village:
‘Mr Barlow of “Sunningdale”, London Road, commenced on March 10 th
with 35 recruits and him taking over the Scoutmastership’.
In his May letter the vicar notes the ‘many preparations for war’ – a realisation of the
inevitable it seems - and the Bishop notes that current world events are ‘moving rapidly’. In June the vicar repeats words of the Archbishop of Canterbury who says that
‘at this time when Europe, and indeed the whole world are under the dominion of
fear, and peace is in peril’. In Home Words there is an interesting article which really
shows how things have changed over the past 75 years – an article describing the
practice of ‘batting’, the removal of bats from churches by the use of ‘clap-nets’- nets
that ‘clap’ together to secure the bats once caught.
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The October magazine of course highlights the events that took place at 11am on 3
September, and the vicar says that;
‘we enter this war without any bitterness for the German people; indeed they
have our great sympathy, because we feel and know that they are being traitorously led to their doom’.
He also notes the loss of HMS Courageous and her crew, and surprisingly, following
reporting some families ‘receiving little children (evacuees) into our homes’ goes on
to say:
‘There are some in every village who could have done more than they have
done, and who have shown quite clearly that they did not want to be bothered. They are serving the cause of the anti-Christ. They will receive their
reward. It is with a sense of shame when I remember how some will try to
evade their duty…we must fight the anti-Christ not just in Germany, but also
in Shorne’.
Heavy stuff! He goes on to welcome the evacuees to the village, and to note that due
to blackout regulations, the 6.30 evening service on Sundays would for the foreseeable future take place at 3pm.
The October magazine notes that the repairs to the South Aisle have begun even
though costs of materials have increased due to the war.
Of the four pages of the village ‘wrap-around’ part of the magazine, throughout 1939
one and a half pages were taken up by advertisers, many of which will be remembered by many villagers today. Only two ‘village’ businesses advertised during the
year, Frost’s Stores (Grocery, Provisions, Patent Medicines etc), Ridgeway, Shorne,
and DH Backhouse (with a similar list of goods), Post Office, Shorne. All the other
advertisers were from Gravesend, thus continuing to emphasise Shorne’s historic
preference for linking with Gravesend rather than the Medway towns – Bryant and
Rackstraw (the advert does not say what they sold, but those of us who remember it
will know that it was a large ‘department store’), Bon Marche (Fancy and General
Drapers), ES Savage (optician), Stone Street, HT Burgess (Radio and electrical),
Windmill Street, W&E Wilks (Monumental masons), ‘Opposite the Cemetery’, Burton’s Stores (Grocery, Provisions etc), High Street, H Robson (Butcher), The Grove,
MA Ray (Coal Merchant), Windmill Street, Marcus Goodwin (Jeweller), Stone
Street, Albert J Horton (Chemists) High Street, and Rainbow (Cycle Stores).
The War had begun!
Ian Craig
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA

YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions
Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business
here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com

Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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HYGIENE MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
At HMS we can provide a wide range of training courses suitable for any business involved in food but especially for the care
industry , children’s nurseries, restaurants, hotels etc.
Our courses will not only provide you with the latest techniques
and legal requirements but be an enjoyable experience.
Visit us at: www.hygienesolutions.co.uk or give Dennis or
Tracey a call on: 01474 536662.
Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS
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2PG
332849

Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY
Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

Rose and Crown

JPM
Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.

Home cooked food, sensible prices and
a warm welcome Tuesdays and Thursdays lunches for the over 60's £6.75!

Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.

Great Sunday lunch
Disabled friendly
Dogs and children welcome

Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk

tel - 01474 822373
email - randc1@btconnect.com

Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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THE WRIGHT WOODFLOORING SPECIALISTS
Wood Strip

4, Ifield Cottages,
Shorne Ifield Road,
Shorne,
Kent DA12 3HF

Parquet Floors Laid
Wood Floors Sanded
Wood Block
DIY Supplies & Advice
Wood Laminates

Tel: 07956 342524—Ron Wright

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH
*Terms & Conditions apply

T. B. M. C. ( AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES )
DAIRY FARM, CHURCH STREET, LOWER HIGHAM,ME3 7LD
WELL EQUIPPED WORKSHOP FOR :SERVICING, REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, TYRES, TRACKING,
BALANCING, WELDING ETC
NEIL B. JONES
01474 823100 / 07702 036650

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
31

DJS

Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100

ANN ARCHER

Your local

A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

No :
130055

SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax
The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)
Mrs S Wightwick (Joint Supervisor)

357872
01634 311461

Parish Council

Mr M. Brett (Chairman)
Mr B Wilkinson (Vice Chairman)

356163
536131

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Jean Dyke (Secretary)

350810

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Avril Roots (President)
Secretaries:
Julie Aspinall/ Maggie Harris

564230

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mrs M Morten

01634 710169
822522

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Sheila Williams (Chair)
Mrs Jean Cooke (Treasurer)

353405
322767

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Badminton Club

Mr. Peter Moore

824177

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
Sylvia Hudson (Membership Sec)

363285
569955

Stages

Richards Moore (Chairman)

823384

825046

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Walker
Croft
Estate Agents

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

Surveyors

Valuers

