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We have not yet appointed an editor so I hope
you will forgive us if this issue is not up to the
usual standard to which we have become accustomed. Frazer, we miss you!
While editing the magazine is not an onerous
task, it needs someone prepared to give it
some thought and effort and not squeeze it in
between other church jobs as I have done.
Please consider if you may be able to do this. I
will be pleased to explain what is involved and
will not be upset if you decide it is not for you.
It does not involve dealing with advertisers or
printing.
You will see on page 11 that another important
post needs filling. Peter Moore has decided
that the time has come to retire as treasurer.
He has been a very conscientious and methodical will leave the accounts in excellent order. I
am not prepared to ‘stand in’ during any vacancy.
If you think this job might suit you please contact Peter or me.
Finally, I wish you and your families a very
happy and peaceful new year.
Andrew Moffat

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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VICAR’S LETTER
New Year, New Strategy?
There is no doubt that across our nation the Christian Church, as a
whole is in serious decline. On January 16th the Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby, at a conference about Church Growth
warned of “significant decline” in the number of people attending
church and called on clergy, bishops and laity to focus on growth.
At a conference in Shrewsbury last November, former Archbishop
George Carey said the Church of England is just “one generation away
from extinction”. He said the existence of the country’s centuries-old
established Christian order was at severe risk unless more was done to
attract young worshippers. He further commented that the modern
Church was too old fashioned and “not the most exciting place to meet
new people”. He said the Church of England should be ashamed for not
investing more in young people, and warned that every one of its 43
dioceses could disappear within 25 years if urgent action was not
taken. He said: “I am convinced that churches can grow, must grow
and should grow. But to sit in a cold church, looking at the back of
people’s heads, is perhaps not considered the most exciting place to
meet new people and hear prophetic words”.
One suggestion is that new “pop-up” churches opening in pubs, bars
and on the streets can attract and keep young people and serve to
counter generations of falling attendances. Pop up churches have a
variety of forms, hiring an empty shop in a high street as a drop in
centre offering social advice, a welcome for the lonely and a
willingness to discuss spiritual issues is one form. Another is lively
large screen presentations of Christianity, or street drama and music on
our high streets to attract the attention of those who are asking spiritual
questions but see the Church of England as old fashioned and
irrelevant. This of course is no new idea. Professor George Webber of
Union Theological Seminary in New York tried this with great success
in the most difficult area of New York during the 1960’s, with his
storefront churches.
The question is what can we do in Shorne? Statistics show that, across
the country church decline is stronger in Villages like Shorne. In the
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last four years of Paul Longbottom’s ministry as Vicar of Shorne
Church attendance declined by about 20%; in the first four years of my
time here it has declined by a similar figure. I can only speak for
myself but I have tried to attract families and young people by my
ongoing interaction with our church school and taking regular
assemblies. One thing that is clear to me is that only a very small
percentage of our school children actually live in the parish. So if they
go to church with their parents anywhere, it’s likely to be in the area
that they live, e.g. Chalk, Milton etc.
So what do we do? What changes should we make to avoid the
extinction of the church? Some suggest that we offer a form of church
that gives people what they want e.g. entertainment and food. But I’m
not sure that’s going to work, people get that from much more glitzy
environments like bluewater. Some suggest that we make our message
easier to accept, but of course that results in a watered down form of
Christianity that isn’t really Christianity at all. The good old Christian
gospel, un-watered down is resulting in dramatic church growth around
the world as I write, so why change it?
One Sunday, about 10 years ago, when I was Vicar of St Philip and St
James, Walderslade, a reporter and photographer from the Medway
News turned up at our estate church expecting to find a dwindling
congregation. They wanted to write an article on church decline in
Medway. They were greeted by a large vibrant family church and
instead they wrote an article – “The Church that Bucks the Trend.”
What was it that caused our church there to buck the trend? Well it was
good biblical teaching, lively relaxed worship and a family atmosphere.
One thing is very true when it comes to halting church decline is that
many factors are involved and different things work in different places
but I think a comment from Bill Hybels leader of the 10,000 strong
Willow Creek Community Church, Chicago is of relevance. “The
Kingdom of God is built one soul at a time.” It’s as people as
individuals find answers to their spiritual void in the person of Jesus
Christ that the church steadily grows. Whatever happens we need to
change here in Shorne. What should we do? I’d be interested to know
what you think. Of course as a former leader of a Church that bucked
the trend I have a few ideas but what about you?
With all best wishes for this New Year.
Glyn Ackerley – Vicar
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Closure of Shorne Mead level crossing
It was learned by the Parish Council in December 2010 that the level
crossing at the end of Queens Farm Road had been closed by Network
Rail, without local consultation, and people were no longer able to gain
access to it. This crossing, giving both vehicle and pedestrian access,
was frequently used by walkers visiting the marshes. It also led to the
towpath of the Thames and Medway Canal on the north side of the railway and to the road which leads to the remains of Shorne Mead Fort
on the south bank of the River Thames.
Network Rail stated that their decision to close the crossing was made
on safety grounds, following a number of near misses there involving
both pedestrians and private vehicles. They argued that access to the
crossing via an unlocked pedestrian gate was especially hazardous,
given that when trains emerged from the nearby Hoo junction depot,
there was not a clear view of the crossing for the driver, and pedestrians could have been easily hit by a train.
Network Rail said that use of the vehicle access gate had been provided to a small number of official key holders, yet some additional people had wrongly received copies of the key, and many were ignoring
instructions to call the signaller. This had created safety hazards including an incident involving a motorist in June 2009.
Network Rail decided that in all the circumstances the only option, on
safety grounds, was to close the crossing altogether. They pointed out
that the crossing was not registered as a public right of way.
The Parish Council considers that Network Rail was unjustified in
closing this crossing without considering other options, and even giving prior notification to the local community. The Council fully sup4

ports the need for additional measures to be introduced to ensure safe
passage over the crossing and believes that, once these are in place, the
crossing could and should be reopened as soon as possible.
The Council believes that a potential stumbling block to progress
might be the fact that the crossing was not shown as a public right of
way on the Definitive Rights of Way Map drawn up by the Department
of Environment back in the 1980s. Considering that the crossing was in
continuous use ever since the railway was first built, and a bridge had
been provided over the canal which preceded the railway, this was surprising. British Rail acknowledged at the time that the crossing represented a right of way for pedestrians. It seems, from the Council's examination of the records, that the omission of this crossing as a public
right of way from the new Map was an oversight on the part of the Department.
The Council took legal advice, which was to apply for a Definitive
Map Modification Order to include the crossing as a public right of
way. If this could be achieved, legal proof of this status would have
been established, thus considerably strengthening the case for reopening the crossing.
One of the strongest arguments to be deployed in seeking the Order,
Kent County Council advised, was evidence that this crossing had been
enjoyed by the public as of right and without interruption for at least 20
years. The Parish Council accordingly organised the signature of more
than 50 signed affidavits from regular users of the crossing. These accompanied an application for a Definitive Map Modification Order
which was submitted to the County Council on 29 February 2012.
At the time when the application was made, the Parish Council was
advised that there was a backlog of applications of two years, and that
it might be some time before the application could be processed. We
are now looking forward to a response from KCC as soon as possible
(Continued on page 6)
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STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
If you like Dancing
You’ll love our Tea Dances
Held on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
Shorne Village Hall
Dances include, Ballroom, Latin and Sequence to great
music.
All ages are welcome.
Why not come along and join us for an enjoyable afternoon.
Admission £3.50 including tea/biscuits and free raffle.

Next Dance
27 February 2014February 2014
Parish Council Matters (Continued from page 5)

this year so that we can make our case, with legal backing, for the
crossing to be reopened.
Proposal for Crematorium and Cemetery in Chalk
In the Parish Matters article for December I reported that a planning
application for a crematorium and cemetery, to be constructed near to
the church in Chalk, had been referred to Gravesham Borough Council.
Shorne Parish Council had voted against this proposal. On 12 December 2013, Gravesham Borough Council gave planning for this development to proceed subject to certain planning conditions being met.
Roy Dinnis
Shorne Parish Council
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SHORNARA
February 2014
Wednesday 5,12,19 and 26 February - Short Mat Bowls
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) and 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
in the Village Hall.
Friday 7 and 28 February at 1.15 for 1.30pm Ten Pin Bowling
at AMF Bowling Gravesend. Contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474
824006.
Tuesday 25 February at 2.pm in the Village Hall we have our Main
Meeting.
The speaker this afternoon is Frank Turner and his talk will be
"Gravesend Airport" during World War II.
Thursday 27 February at 2.00pm - Tea Dance in the Village Hall
(see separate item for full details).
Anyone wishing to join ShornAra should contact our Membership
Secretary Sylvia Hudson on 01474 569

THE GARDENER'S PRAYER
0 Lord, grant that in some way it may rain every day, say from about midnight until
three o-clock in the morning, but, you see, it must be gentle and warm so that it can
soak in; grant that at the same time it would not rain on campion, alyssum, helianthemum, lavender, and the others which you in your infinite wisdom know are droughtloving plants — I will write their names on a bit of paper if you like — and grant that
the sun may shine the whole day long but not everywhere (not, for instance, on spiraea, or on gentian plantain lily, and rhododendron), and riot too much; that there
may be plenty of dew and little wind, enough worms, no plant-lice and snails, no
mildew, and that once a week thin liquid manure and guano may fall from heaven.
Amen.
KAREL CAPEK The Gardener's Year (1929)
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
Firstly and somewhat belatedly A very Happy and Prosperous New
Year to you all!
STAGES is already well into its 2014 programme and details of events
for the next two months can be found in the Shorne Diary in this magazine. As usual there is a mixed bag of events including shows such as
Dreamboats and Petticoats, Fiddler on the Roof and From Here to Eternity, recitals at The Royal Festival Hall, meals out and visits and of
course our two Main Meetings, the first of which is our AGM to be
held on Thursday 13th February starting at 7.30 in Shorne Village Hall.
If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership or
applications from new members (annual membership is only £12), who
must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of any
age, are welcome to come to the AGM and Main Meeting on Thursday
13th February at 7 pm in Shorne Village Hall, phone Ali our membership secretary on 01474 824138 or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com.
Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from
early each month.
John Grace
SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Have a look at the activities in Shorne featured on
www.shornevillagehall.org in Regular Hall Users and What’s On.
Come and join us and enlarge our community participation.
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SHORNE and THONG W.I.
In December we enjoyed a delicious four course Christmas
Lunch prepared by Gloria and her team. This was accompanied
by wine, and Port and Bailey's was served with cheese.
Between courses, Avril kept us busy with a Quiz. Later we all
joined in a Christmas Sing-Song. All the old favourites were
included from Ding Dong Merrily on High to I'am Dreaming
of a White Christmas. Everyone was in good voice, helped no
doubt by the copious amount of liquid refreshment we had
consumed.
As Avril hopes to move house during the Christmas holidays, Beryl has agreed to
take over the running of the Krafty Ladies afternoons. These will be held in the
Racefield Close Room in future and will take place on the Tuesday following the
W.I. monthly meeting. The sessions are open to everyone, you do not have to be a
W.I. member to attend. The Birthday girls were Betty, Joanna and Kath.
Avril thanked Gloria and her team and the W.I. Committee for all their hard work
and dedication, which had made the afternoon such a happy occasion, and she
wished all the members a happy and healthy Christmas.
At the January Meeting Avril was pleased to say that they had managed to move into
their home and that she and Trevor were very happy there. Sylvia agreed to look after
the Scrap Book and would be pleased to receive any photo's and articles connected,
however loosely, to the W.I. A 120 knitted baby clothes had been made by members
and these would be delivered to Darent Valley Hospital this month. Members were
asked if they knew of any other charity which would like knitted garments.
Unfortunately our Speaker was unable to come at the very last moment and so we
had another Quiz. We should be a very knowledgeable group by now! Afterwards
we reminisced about Christmases past and present. Marjorie had been able to visit an
old school friend in the Midlands, whom she had not seen for many years. He is now
a millionaire ! What are you waiting for, Marjorie
The Birthday girls were Colleen and Julia. The meeting concluded with our usual
delicious Tea. You might think that after the Christmas Fare we would all have been
on a diet. You would be WRONG.
Valerie Martin
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MOTHERING SUNDAY LUNCH
30 March 2014
SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
12.30pm for 1.00pm
Champagne served on arrival
MENU
Sea food Platter
Roast Pork
Apple Sauce
Vegetables in Season
Bread and Butter Pudding
or
Fresh Fruit Salad
Coffee/Tea
A presentation by Higham Writers
£12.50 Adult
£7.50 Children under 12 Years
Children under 5 Free
B.Y.O Wine/Soft Drinks to accompany meal
Catering by Alan and Gwen Holt
To benefit the Village Hall and the National Children’s Society
Bookings : June and Jack Wilkins 01474 - 822224
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FROM THE COUNTING HOUSE
My term of serving Shorne Parish Church as its Treasurer
is soon to come to an end. Come April, when the next
round of elections to the PCC take place, I will not be
eligible to stand as there is a limit of three consecutive
years that any individual may be a regular member of the
PCC.
The Treasurer does not have to be an elected member of the PCC, so it
would be possible for me to continue in the Counting House. But I
think that after three years it is time for someone else to take over. Otherwise it risks becoming a job for life.
There are other reasons for me handing over at this time too, mainly
arising from Rosemary's and my increasing need to devote time to our
elderly mothers (one with Alzheimer's, the other blind and with impaired mobility).
To do the Treasurer's job there is no need to have any accountancy
qualifications - I don't - but basic numeracy skills and a methodical approach to record keeping are essential. We use a software package that
has been specially developed for church finances, which is easy enough
to use if you are familiar with computers. I will be pleased to spend
some time with the new incumbent explaining how it all works. If you
are interested please contact me (824177) or Andrew Moffat (822280).
Peter Moore

A child came home from Sunday School and told his mother that he
had learned a new song about a cross-eyed bear named Gladly. It took
his mother a while before she realized that the hymn was really
"Gladly The Cross I'd Bear."
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SHORNE FLOWER ARRANGERS
2014 EVENTS PROGRAMME
January 30th. “Candle arrangement” workshop or demonstration.
Feb’ 27th.
“The Sound of Music” –
my favourite things, a workshop arrangement.
th.
March 27
A Demonstration by Christine Brazier.
th.
April 24
A Workshop making a hand tied posy.
th.
May 29
Annual club competition night.
th.
June 26
Workshop, leaf manipulation by Charles Barnard
st.
July 31
A Demonstration by Sylvia Cheeseman.
th.
Aug’ 28
A workshop or demonstration by two club members.
th.
Sept’ 25
An “Imposed Class” Components supplied by the club
th
Oct’ 30 .
Club AGM follower by
a “Halloween” inspired arrangement.
th
Nov’ 27 .
“Christmas Inspiration” a demonstration by Linda Clatworthy.
December.
The club does not meet in December.
We welcome new members of all abilities, including those with no previous experience of flower
arranging. Visitors are welcome to come along
and see what we do. There is a small charge of £3,
except on special event nights, and this includes
tea/coffee. Bring some flowers and join in the fun
of making a floral design suitable to enhance your home. There is always someone on hand to get you started.
Further information about SFA can be obtained from Sheila Williams
on 01474 353 405 or Jean Cooke on 01474 322 767.
Arthur Clatworthy
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SHORNE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY
The Shorne Cottage Garden Society will be holding its
AGM on Tuesday 11th February at 7.30 pm in Shorne
Village Hall. After the AGM there will be a presentation
about the year ahead and review of 2011.
2014 promises to be another busy year with evening talks on Tuesday
11th March with a talk by Gordon Francis on Container Growing with
Vegetables.


On Tuesday 8th July Chris Stewart will present on The Hop
Vine and Hop Growing in Kent and



on Tuesday 14th October Milena Moore will tell us about
Medical Herb Growing in the Garden.

All these talks start at 7.30 pm in Shorne Village Hall. Entry is £2 for
members and £3 for non-members and includes tea and biscuits!
There will be the usual three shows this year, Spring on Saturday 5th
April, Summer on Saturday 21st June and Autumn on Saturday 6th September. Doors open at 3 pm at the Village Hall. Details of classes for
which entries are always welcome covering cooking, flowers fruit and
vegetable growing, flower arranging and crafts are detailed in our
Schedule sent to all members.
So plenty to see and do and if anyone is interested in joining our Society they can come along to the AGM or ring our membership secretary
Brenda Thorne on 01474 365290.
The pastor was talking to a group of young children about being good
and going to heaven. At the end of his talk, he asked, "Where do you
want to go?" "Heaven!" Suzy cried out. "And what do you have to be
to get there?" asked the preacher. "Six feet under!", yelled Little John13

EVACUEES
It is now 75 years since the beginning of the Second World War when for the first
time since the Hundred Years War nearly 600 years before (with the exception of a
few Zeppelin raids in the First World War) the civilian population of south-east England (and in particular Shorne, close to the River Thames and close to London) became ‘legitimate’ targets for the enemy. During 1939 Shorne became both an importer and exporter of evacuees - many arriving from London - and others moving further
away. Most of the original evacuees returned home following the lull in bombing
after the Battle of Britain in the Autumn of 1940, only to be ‘exported’ again later in
the war when V1s and V2s began to drop on London (and Shorne!).
I am sure that some readers of this magazine were themselves evacuees, or lived in
households that received them. I would like to capture these experiences for our archives before they are lost. If you would like to write down your memories of evacuation and send them to me, or failing that allow me to visit you to record your memories, please let me know.
Ian Craig
Shorne Parish Archivist
Tel: 824186
Email: bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

SHORNE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The February meeting enjoyed a talk on “The Green Man” by Isobel
Corrigan. These have nothing to do with aliens. To give them their correct name they are “foliated heads” with leaves growing out of them
that are found in carvings in all cathedrals and many churches. Their
purpose and origin are not known although there are many strongly
held theories that are not supported by evidence. However there is
much of interest about them.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 20th February at 7.30 pm in
the Village Hall. The subject will be on Hops & Hop Picking by Richard Filmer who is a popular speaker and expert on old crafts and agriculture. He is sure to give us new insights into an important part of
Kent agriculture.
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SHORNE 1939 – PART 1
For several years now, at the beginning of each year this magazine has published an
article looking back 100 years at happenings in the world at large, the more local
area, and Shorne itself. To do this at the beginning of 2014 would mean almost repeating an article published here in April 2011 entitled Shorne and the Great War
1914, so instead I propose to look back a mere 75 years to the beginning of what was
to become another momentous year, 1939. As it was such an important and well documented year, all that may be of interest cannot be said within one article, so we have
spread it over two issues.
In 1939, alongside Britain, the two most powerful countries in the world were the
USA and USSR. Franklin Delano Roosevelt had been President of the United States
since 1933, and Joseph Stalin, since the death of Lenin in 1924, was General Secretary of the Communist Party and leader of the USSR. Since its demise following defeat in the First World War, Germany had begun to re-assert itself in Europe, and
since 1933 Adolph Hitler had been its Chancellor, intent of making that country a
major international power again. Much had happened in the years leading up to 1939
to create a feeling across the world of imminent major international conflict.
However, at the same time as most countries were preparing for war, other things
that were to affect our lives subsequently were happening in the world. In January
the Hewlett-Packard partnership was formed with a toss of a coin to decide on the
order of the company name – had the coin fell differently my printer would now be a
Packard-Hewlett! In February Pope Pius X1 died in Rome, to be succeeded by Pope
Pius X11 in March. In May the British government laid down plans to make Palestine an independent state by 1949, and the Sutton-Hoo treasure began to be excavated. In August the film ‘Wizard of Oz’ was released, and in September Igor Sikorsky
flew the first helicopter. In September the psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud died in London and in October the first Nylon stockings went on sale on the US. In November
the first jet aircraft (a Heinkel He178) flew in Germany, the first air-conditioned car,
a Packard, was demonstrated, and Tina Turner was born! In December the actor
Douglas Fairbanks died and the film ‘Gone with the Wind’ was premiered.
Also in 1939 the California Perfume Company was renamed ‘Avon’ as a tribute to
William Shakespeare, Karl Tupper founded ‘Tupperware’, Oldsmobile introduced
the first car with automatic transmission and Siam changed its name to Thailand.
However, right from its beginning the year was overshadowed throughout the world
by the lead-up to what was to become the Second World War.
(Continued on page 19)
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PARISH CALENDAR FOR
February 2014
Mon 3rd
Thurs 6th

2.00pm
7.45pm

Mon 10th
Tues 11th

2.00pm
3.00pm

Thurs 13th
Sun 16th
Wed 19th
Thurs 20th

7.30pm
7.00pm
Day
7.30pm
10.00am
7.30pm

Mon 24th
Tues 25th

7.45pm
2.00pm
2.00pm
Evening

Wed 27th

2.00p
(see p. 12)

(Church) Choir practice
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
Footpaths and Greens Committee.
(Church) Choir practice
(Churchill Theatre, Bromley) STAGES visit
Dreamboats and Petticoats.
(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society AGM.
(Village Hall). STAGES AGM.
(Down House). STAGES visit.
(Village Hall) STAGES Committee meeting
(V&A, London) STAGES visit. Love and Betrothal.
(Village Hall). Shorne Local History Group. Hops and
Hop Picking. Speaker Richard Filmer
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council.
(Church) Choir practice
(Village Hall) SHORNARA main meeting
(Shaftesbury Theatre). STAGES visit. From Here
to Eternity
(Village Hall) SHORNARA Tea Dance
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers, demonstration

Church Services
SUNDAYS
8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service
16

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2014
March 2014
Thurs 6th

7.45pm

Mon 10th
Tues 11th

6.00pm
2.00pm
7.30pm

Tues 18th
cert.
Wed 19th
Thurs 20th

Evening
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

Thurs 27th

5.00pm

Sun 30th

(See p. 12)
12.30

(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
Planning Committee.
(Hilltop Restaurant, Wrotham) STAGES Diners Club
(Village Hall) STAGES main meeting
(Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society talk
Container Growing with Vegetables – Gordon Francis
(Royal Festival Hall). STAGES visit. Organ Gala Con(Village Hall) STAGES Committee meeting
(Village Hall). Shorne Local History Group. History of
Seaside Resorts. Speaker Anne Kneif.
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council Footpaths and Greens Committee.
(Orchard Theatre, Dartford), STAGES visit. Fiddler on
the Roof
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers, demonstration
(Village Hall) Mothering Sunday Lunch

PLEASE NOTE:
For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a
year ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and
event title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you
will need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.

CHURCH CLEANERS

CLOCK WINDERS

FEBRUARY
1st
Dennis & Isabel
8th
Claire & Julie
15th Angela Elaine & Valerie
22nd Penny

1st February Geoff
8th February Kevin
15th February Andy
22nd February Lawrence
1st March
8th March
15th March
22nd March

MARCH
1st
Dennis & Isabel
8th
Claire & Julie
15th Angela Elaine & Valerie
22nd Penny
29th Dennis & Isabel
17

Geoff
Kevin
Andy
Lawrence

CHURCH ROOF PROJECT
The last year has been spent on the “project development” stage required by English Heritage completed. It involved selection of the professional team, obtaining some more reports, carrying out more investigations, drawing up specifications and plans, obtaining approval by the
Diocese, obtaining and considering tenders and reporting to English
Heritage. Up to this point the cost has been about £30,000!
We hope to have confirmation of the English Heritage grant for the
works in early February. We are still fundraising and subject to that
hope the building works will start around April and take about six
months.

SIDESPERSONS’ & WARDENS’ ROTA
Feb.

Time

Warden

Sidesperson Service

2
2
9
9
16
16
23
23

8.00 am
10.00 am
8.00 am
10.00 am
8.00 am
10.00 am
8.00 am
10.00 am

M Crawford
B Tuff
M Harris
J Theobald
G Lewis
E Gould
A Moffat
S Cackett

R Turnbull Holy Communion (BCP)
M Bottomley All Age Worship
B Lennard Holy Communion (BCP)
R Hankin
Holy Communion (CW)
G&P Lewis Holy Communion (BCP)
J&J Wilkins Family Communion
J&L Aspinall Holy Communion (BCP)
A Purdy
Holy Communion (CW)

Please arrange your own replacement if you are not available as indicated.

READERS’ & INTERCESSORS’ ROTA
Date

Readers

2 February B. Tuff
9
J. Theobald
V. Martin
16
J. Wilkins
23
S. Cackett
A. Purdy

Reading

Intercessors

Luke 2: 22-40
M Bottomley
1 Corinthians 2: 1-12 (13-16)
Matthew 5: 13-20 R Hankin
Matthew 5: 21-27 D Usher
Romans 8: 18-25
J Bettey?
Matthew 6: 25-34

Please arrange your own replacement if you are not available as indicated.
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(Continued from page 15)

In January, Hitler proclaimed to the German parliament his intention to exterminate
all European Jews. However, the press in England in February was dominated by
IRA activity, including two bombs being set off at London Underground stations.
On 16 March German troops began their occupation of Czechoslovakia, and on 22 nd
their occupation began of part of Lithuania. German National Socialists celebrated
on 28th when Madrid fell to General Franco’s army, effectively ending the Spanish
Civil War and putting a fascist regime in place in Spain. In response to growing unrest across Europe, on 31st March Britain and France pledged their support to Poland
in the event of it being invaded.
In Germany, on 5th April membership of the Hitler Youth became obligatory for children over ten years old and on 7th Italy, also a country with a fascist government, and
an ally of Germany, invaded Albania. On 16 th April, in response to Germany’s further aggressive stance, Stalin requested a British, French and Russian anti-German
pact and on 27th conscription was re-introduced in Britain for men aged 20 and 21.
On May 19th Britain and the USSR signed an anti-German pact, and on 22nd Germany and Italy signed a military alliance which in typical militaristic terminology they
named the ‘Pact of Steel’.
May, June and July remained relatively quiet in Europe, not so in the East where the
Soviets and Japanese were fighting in Mongolia. On 20 th August, following Japanese
gains in Mongolia, the Russians began a major offensive against the Japanese.
On 23rd August the Germans and Russians signed a non-aggression treaty which in
effect freed Germany to invade Poland and Russia to invade Finland.
On 24th August, due to the increased likelihood of war, the British Parliament was
recalled and on 26th (at the same day as a major IRA bomb explosion in Coventry,
killing 25 people) Britain and France formalised their promise of March by signing a
treaty of military assistance to Poland should the Germans invade.
By 30th August a major European conflict now seemed inevitable, and the evacuation
of children from all major UK cities began and the Royal Navy proceeded to war
stations.
On 31st August there was a staged ‘Polish’ assault on a German radio station in Gleiwitz, Upper Silesia, just inside the German border with Poland, by Germans dressed
as Polish soldiers. This ‘incident’ was intended to create the appearance of Polish
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aggression against Germany, and was used to trigger the subsequent invasion of Poland.
The actual start of the Second World War is considered by many historians to be
dawn (4.40am) on 1st September 1939 when simultaneously the German cruiser
Schleswig-Holstein opened fire at the Polish garrison of Gdansk and German troops
crossed the Polish border. On the same day blackout restrictions were imposed across
Britain, and the British Army was officially mobilised.
At 11am on 3rd September, the German government having ignored an ultimatum to
halt their invasion of Poland, in accord with its treaty obligations, Britain declares
war on Germany. This was followed six hours later by France (and within the next
few days by Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Canada). On the same day the
National Service (Armed Forces) Act was passed by the British Parliament introducing national service for all men aged 18 to 41, and also on the same day the British
liner Athenia became the first British civilian casualty of the war when it was torpedoed and sunk by U-30 off Ireland. 98 passengers and 19 of its crew died.
On 6th September the first ‘air-battle’ of the war, The Battle of Barking Creek took
place over Essex. At 6.15am two unidentified aircraft were reported approaching
from the east over the Essex coast. 56 and 151 Squadrons (Hurricanes) were scrambled from North Weald airfield, and 54, 65 and 74 Squadrons (Spitfires) from Hornchurch. All pilots were of course at that point inexperienced in battle. Unfortunately
two of the reserve Hurricanes from 56 Squadron followed behind the main group and
were thought by the Spitfires to be enemy aircraft, and shot down. One of these pilots
(Pilot Officer Frank Rose) survived, but the second (Pilot Officer Montague HultonHarrop) did not, becoming the first British pilot fatality of the War. His plane also
became the first ever shot down by a Spitfire! The entire air-raid warning turned out
to be a false alarm!
On 7th September France invaded Germany (Operation Saar) – albeit a half-hearted
invasion penetrating only five miles, from which they withdrew to defensive positions on the French border after only two weeks. On 9 th the British Expeditionary
Force crossed to France.
On 17th September the Soviet Union invaded Poland from the East in order, they said,
to ensure that Germany did not annex the whole country, and to ensure the rights of
the Ukrainians and Belorussian inhabitants of the region. Soviet forces eventually
occupied about 60% of Poland. It was not until 1990 that a secret clause of the German-Soviet non-aggression treaty of 23 August became public, which indicated that
both countries had secretly agreed to divide up Poland in this way.
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On the same day the British suffered their first naval loss of the war when the aircraft
carrier HMS Courageous was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U-29
with a loss of 519 crew members.
On 14 October the battleship HMS Royal Oak was torpedoed and sunk by the German
submarine U-47 in Scapa Flow killing 833 crew, and on 16 th the first enemy aircraft,
a Junkers Ju88 bomber, was shot down by Spitfires during an attack on Rosyth Naval
Dockyard – it was not until the next day (17th) that a bomb actually landed in the UK
(at Hoy in the Orkney Isles).
During these months of the ‘Phoney War’ there was very little real action, and certainly little for the people of Britain to celebrate. Two things changed this in December. First the Battle of the River Plate on 13 December, when a force of three smaller
Royal Navy ships, the cruisers Ajax, Achilles and Exeter forced the scuttling of the
German Pocket Battleship Graf Spee off Montivideo, Uraguay – the first major naval
engagement of the War, and secondly on 23rd the first Canadian troops arriving in
Britain.
So much for what was happening in the wider world in 1939. Part 2 of this article will
focus more locally.
Ian Craig

CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTIONS IN SHORNE PARISH
Readers of this magazine are probably aware that for most of the past 10 years I have
organised the May collections for Christian Aid in our parish.
Unfortunately, for a number of reasons, I am having to retire at the end of this year
and so we are looking for someone to take over.
We are only a small parish but our contribution, £1,161 this year, is one of the most
significant for the Gravesham area and this is due to our wonderful team of volunteer
collectors, and of course, the generousity of the folks of Shorne.
It would be such a shame if we did not continue with our collecting. Christian Aid is
a wonderful charity, taking the funds directly to those in need to give them animals,
tools etc., to help themselves out of poverty.
Do you think you might be able to help? If so, please give me a ring 822717. In
hope,
Enid Gould
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA

YOUR ADVERT HERE
To advertise your local service or business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions
Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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HYGIENE MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
At HMS we can provide a wide range of training courses suitable for any business involved in food but especially for the care
industry , children’s nurseries, restaurants, hotels etc.
Our courses will not only provide you with the latest techniques
and legal requirements but be an enjoyable experience.
Visit us at: www.hygienesolutions.co.uk or give Dennis or
Tracey a call on: 01474 536662.
Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS
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2PG
332849

Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY
Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

Rose and Crown

JPM
Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.

Home cooked food, sensible prices and
a warm welcome Tuesdays and Thursdays lunches for the over 60's £6.75!

Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.

Great Sunday lunch
Disabled friendly
Dogs and children welcome

Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk

tel - 01474 822373
email - randc1@btconnect.com

Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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THE WRIGHT WOODFLOORING SPECIALISTS
Wood Strip

4, Ifield Cottages,
Shorne Ifield Road,
Shorne,
Kent DA12 3HF

Parquet Floors Laid
Wood Floors Sanded
Wood Block
DIY Supplies & Advice
Wood Laminates

Tel: 07956 342524—Ron Wright

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH
*Terms & Conditions apply

T. B. M. C. ( AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES )
DAIRY FARM, CHURCH STREET, LOWER HIGHAM,ME3 7LD
WELL EQUIPPED WORKSHOP FOR :SERVICING, REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, TYRES, TRACKING,
BALANCING, WELDING ETC
NEIL B. JONES
01474 823100 / 07702 036650

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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Plumbing Technique

YOUR ADVERT
HERE









To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100

Email pwmoore@btinternet.com

ANN ARCHER

Your local

A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

No :
130055

SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax
The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net

32

VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)
Mrs S Wightwick (Joint Supervisor)

357872
01634 311461

Parish Council

Mr M. Brett (Chairman)
Mr B Wilkinson (Vice Chairman)

356163
536131

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Jean Dyke (Secretary)

350810

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Avril Roots (President)
Secretaries:
Julie Aspinall/ Maggie Harris

564230

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mrs M Morten

01634 710169
822522

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Sheila Williams (Chair)
Mrs Jean Cooke (Treasurer)

353405
322767

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Badminton Club

Mr. Peter Moore

824177

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Bryan Smith (Chairman)
Maureen Horsham (Membership Sec)

357678
363285

Stages

John Grace (Chairman)

822647
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825046

YOUR ADVERT
HERE
To advertise your local service or
business here please contact
Peter Moore on 01474 824177
Email pwmoore@btinternet.com

