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We are pleased to welcome Sue Muckley as
the new editor of our parish magazine. Her
contact details are in the panel to the left.
Please send material for the next issue to her.
Despite the appeal in an earlier issue no one
has offered to organise the Christian Aid
house-to-house collection in May. Unless
someone does, there will be no collection.
This would be a pity as there is a team of collectors and this very worthwhile charity will
be deprived of the £1,100 or so that is usually
raised in our village. Pleased contact me if you
are interested.
We wish you a blessed and enjoyable Easter
and hope to see you at one or more of our services and, perhaps, the film (see p 4).
Andrew Moffat

See page 17 for Easter Services

Published & printed
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VICAR’S LETTER
By the time this letter is published we will be fast approaching
Easter when we focus on the arrest of Jesus and his death on the
cross. On Easter Sunday we celebrate the miracle of the resurrection, three days after
his death Jesus rose from the dead. The sorrow of the disciples of Jesus on the Friday
was turned to Joy on the Sunday when they realized that he was dead but now was
alive.
An important question to ask is what was Jesus' death all about? Why did Jesus need
to die for us? The religious leaders were crucifying Jesus for blasphemy -- for claiming to be God. They put him to death for it. But, were they really in charge?
Only weeks earlier, Jesus' friend Lazarus had been dead four days. Yet Jesus publicly
brought him back to life. He healed every disease, every sickness...even those blind
from birth or those who had never been able to walk. Jesus had shown miracle after
miracle. Just prior to his crucifixion they were saying, "Look, the world has gone
after him," because of the miracles. They proved his deity and his equality with the
Father, which he stated so often. He had absolute power.
Greater love hath no man...
In light of that, the whipping, thorns in his head, nails through his wrists and feet did
not kill him. Neither did the slow suffoc ation on the cross. Jesus could have stepped
off the cross at any moment. This was the equivalent of someone bending over and
putting their head under water, and choosing to deliberately drown when they had the
power to raise their head at any moment. Jesus chose to die. He was very clear about
this. Jesus said he was choosing to lay down his life. For us. Jesus said, "Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends." But, why?
Because he looked at our hearts, our actions, and saw us as sick, needy, weak, sinful,
blind and lost. This was Jesus' stated view of us, which we don't like. But you also
need to see his actions about it. It's not distant judgment or condemnation. It's not
uninvolved, nor unsympathetic. Whether you agree with him or not, he saw us as
desperately in need. He saw our lives as not working properly. Not living in fullness
or living out the goodness he created us for.
And, he saw us at risk of dying eternally separated from him. Never to experience
eternal life. He saw us as cut off from him by our sin. And he chose to meet our need.
Whether we were thankful or not. Whether we saw a need for it, or not. He took the
penalty of death, that he thinks we deserve, and took it himself. These are not the
actions of someone uncaring.
Believing that we needed to be saved, needed to be forgiven, he went to incredible
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lengths for us. On the cross, Jesus didn't just suffer and die as a symbol of love. It was
necessary, in his view. It was either we die--eternally separated from him because of
our sin--or he dies, so we wouldn't have to. So we could be forgiven. So we could
know him, eternally. In describing this, St Paul wrote, "...perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die, but God shows his love toward us in this: while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us."
Hours before his crucifixion, fully aware of his imminent crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus stated his intent as he talked to his Father: "that the world [may] know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me."
Do we need to be saved?
This brings up the stark question: did we need to be saved? What did Jesus see in us
that we don't see? He chose to go to a cross, to be tortured, and die for us. Why was
this necessary?
Maybe he sees where we fail. Our anger, hatred. Our impatience and hurtful remarks,
and actions. We sin against others, and sometimes others sin against us. We don't live
up to the goodness God created us for. We don't even live up to our own standards,
let alone his. When honest, we even disgust ourselves at times. So what would a perfectly holy God see?
And what about our insistence that we don't want him and we don't want him intruding in our lives?
Why didn't he just walk away from us? Why didn't he turn away?
Instead of deserting us, leaving us to the consequences of our sin-- instead, he came
toward us. He entered into our world. He took the penalty of our sin and bore our
death, himself.
"...because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been
saved."
Couldn't he have merely overlooked our sin, forgiven it with just a word? That seems
possible to us, but he said our sin was too severe to merely dismiss it. The seriousness
of our sin and his love for us required his action.
The gift of God is eternal life
We all experience the pain that comes with forgiving someone. The greater a person's
sin against us, the more painful to forgive that person. Jesus wants to forgive us in an
eternally deep way. He wants us to be completely, fully forgiven. He wants us to
know that he will fully accept us and our sin no longer needs to be a wall between us.
"For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord."
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He suffered and died over our sin, then rose from the dead three days later, overcoming it all. He is not hindered by sin or death. And he wants us to experience the same
through him. It is our decision whether to accept the forgiveness he offers, by moving
toward him, asking him to forgive us and enter our lives.
John states it well in the Bible, "We have come to know and to believe the love that
God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for
the day of judgment."
Jesus' prayer right before his death: "Righteous Father, though the world does not
know you, I know you, and they [Jesus' followers] know that you have sent me. I
have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that
the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." Of
course regular church members know this, my hope and my prayer is that someone
reading this magazine, who is not a regular church member, may understand, perhaps
for the first time, what Easter and the cross of Jesus are really all about. If that’s you,
come and join in the weeks before Easter and on Easter day us as followers of the
risen Christ.
Glyn Ackerley - Vicar

The Passion of the Christ—the film by Mel Gibson
This film is an accurate representation of what happened and should cause us
to ask what love caused God to allow this and Jesus willingly to submit to it
It is realistic and perhaps not for those who are easily upset. Classified 18.
This is the video version and will be shown in the church on Good Friday at
12 noon and all are welcome. There will be no admission charge but donations to the church will be welcome.
For the Easter services, see page 17.

SHORNE WOOD COUNTRY PARK
The Country Park is holding an open day on Saturday 5th April from 11 am to 3 pm:
Learn about the park's management, woodland walks, pond-dipping, geocaching and
a scavenger hunt to win a small prize.
The archaeology team will have an exhibition of all the archaeological finds from the
site from 10 am to 4 pm on both Saturday and Sunday 6th April.
There will be the usual excavation of Randall Manor in the Park from7 to 27 July.
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SHORNE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
In March Ann Kneif returned to talk about the history of the Kent seaside resorts. They became popular from the late 18th century particularly when bank holidays were introduced: before then few working
people had holidays. Travel from London was at first on sailing hoys
but became easier with the coming of the railways and improvements
in road transport.
The next meeting is the last in this season and our speaker will be
Christoph Bull who who’s talk about the “Great War” will take a different approach from the many programmes we are seeing and give a
German dimension to the events & examples from Neumunster. It is on
Thursday 17th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Visitors and new
members are welcome.

LOCAL HISTORY EVENTS
Tuesday 1st April 2014: Kaffee und Kuchen afternoon – come an
enjoy a German themed afternoon of socialising with coffee, cake and
a short talk on German connections with North West Kent by Christoph Bull (Chairman). Organised by Gravesham Town Twinning Association – open to everyone. If you are interested in town twinning and
German culture, then this is the event for you (celebrating Bismarck’s
birthday). At: TJs public house, 15 Milton Road, Gravesend DA12
2RF Start: 2.30pm Tickets: £5 – inc. coffee and cake - by booking with
TJs only on 01474 533891
Thursday 3rd April 2014: Gravesend town-Gateway to the
Thames (illustrated talk) Speaker: Christoph Bull 0770 2287147 At:
TJs public house, 15 Milton Road, Gravesend DA12 2RF Start: 7pm
Tickets only - £7.50 inc. cheese and glass of wine – by booking with
TJs only on 01474 533891
Monday 14th April, Historical guided tour of the Heritage Quarter
beginning outside Gravesend Library, Windmill Street at 11am. Cost:
£3 – option for visit to Reliance Fish Restaurant afterwards. No need to
book, just turn up. Information Christoph Bull 0770 2287147
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ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on Monday 28th
April at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. All parishioners will be welcome
though only those on the church electoral roll will be able to vote; that
is with one exception - anyone on the civil electoral roll can vote on
the election of churchwardens. If you are not on the church electoral
roll and would like to have your name on it please contact Paul Mitchell on 822893 or paulo.m@btinternet.com.
This is an important meeting in the life of our church because we elect
members to the parochial church council and deanery synod and they
play a large part in running our parish church. We also have an opportunity to discuss our finances (our Treasurer will present the accounts
for 2013), our activities and the work of the church in the parish.
We will also need to discuss a number of vacant offices which we have
failed to fill during the year. These include another churchwarden,
PCC members and deanery synod representatives. If you think you
may be able to give some time to help with these jobs or in any other
way please come to the meeting or contact me for more information.
The work of our church is being held back by a lack of volunteers.
The agenda, accounts and other papers will be available in the church
in the period before the meeting. If you would like to have a copy sent
to you then please contact me.
Andrew Moffat (01474) 822280, aimoffat@btinternet.com
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his
big sister had enough. "You're not supposed to talk out loud in church.
""Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel asked. Angie pointed to the
back of the church and said, "See those two men standing by the door?
They're hushers."
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS
Notice of casual vacancy for Shorne Parish Councillor
Notice is hereby given that, as a result of the resignation of Mrs Hilary
Shove as a member of Shorne Parish Council, a casual vacancy exists for
the office of Shorne Parish Councillor.
On receipt of written requests from ten local government electors for the
Parish made to the Returning Officer at the office of Gravesham Borough
Council, an election to fill the casual vacancy will be held.
If no such requests are made to the Returning Officer at Gravesham Borough Council within fourteen days from 1 April 2014, the casual vacancy
will be filled by the Parish Council.
A notice to this effect, signed by the Clerk to Shorne Parish Council, will
be displayed shortly on all the parish notice boards located in the parish.
Shorne Parish Assembly on Thursday 15 May 2014
This year's annual Parish Assembly will take place in Shorne Village Hall
at 7.30pm on Thursday 15 May 2014. Come along and discuss what is
happening in the parish with your Parish Councillors. The meeting will
include a presentation from Councillor Bryan Sweetland, our Parish's representative on Kent County Council, who will provide a County-wide perspective on current developments and explain their local relevance. Refreshments will be available at the meeting.
Lower Thames Crossing
The fight against Option C continues! Our MP, Adam Holloway, together
with other MPs whose constituencies might be affected, met with the
Prime Minister on 25 February to explain their concerns about the impact
(Continued on page 8)
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of the two Options - A and C - still being considered by the Government.
Option B, which would have connected the A2 Swanscombe Peninsula
with the A1089 in Essex, was discarded in December. Mr Holloway to
explain to the PM their concerns about the impact of the current proposed
options.argued the case for at least deferring a decision on where any
crossing should be located until the impact of the removal of the tolls in
October could be assessed. The Prime Minister was said to have been receptive to the MPs' concerns and undertook to discuss with the Chancellor
and Transport Secretary the points raised with them. Ministers are reported to be well aware of local residents' anxiety about the delay in taking a
decision. Mr Holloway has undertaken to report any concrete news as
soon as possible, in the meantime maintaining his opposition to Option C.
Interactive Sign in The Ridgeway
This sign, displaying carrying the "Slow Down" legend and a roundel
with the 30mph speed limit, is now operational.
Roy Dinnis
Shorne Parish Council

Shorne & Thong WI (Continued from page 9)
Lilian James had knitted 14 Teddies and asked that we would give
them to a charity. They will go to the Hospital and to a Special Needs
school.
The competition for a favourite poem was won by Kath Bone. It was
entitled “Snowdrops”.
The meeting ended with our usual delicious savouries and cakes.
We are always delighted to welcome new members. Please, if you are
interested in joining W.I., come along to Shorne Village Hall on the1st
Tuesday of the Month at 2pm.and see if you like the look of us.
Valerie Martin.
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SHORNE and THONG W.I.
President Avril welcomed members to the March
Meeting. March is the most popular month for
Birthdays, and we wished Happy Returns to Maggie, Beryl, Wendy, Ros and Estelle.
Some of our ladies had joined in the District Pancake Race and we were delighted to learn that our own Maggie Harris
showed all the other Institutes a clean pair of heals and was declared
the winner.
After Avril had dealt with the business of the day she introduced our
speaker. Rita Sylvester is very well known in the Village for the Piano
Recitals she gives in aid of The Air Ambulance, and so far has raised
over £15,000 for them.
However this time she entertained us with another of her talents, poetry. All the poems were written about her personal experiences and
covered topics such as “Am I Getting Slower” and “The dangers of
going to the bathroom at night, without putting the light on”.
We also heard the harrowing tale of one poor soul who, while on a
long distant flight, had to use the plane’s facilities. I am sure you will
all know that the flushing system on a plane works with a very powerful vacuum. Somehow this misguided lady managed to work the flush
while still seated. As a result she was literally glued to the seat and, in
spite of the best efforts of the cabin staff, she had to remain in that position until the plane landed and the engineer could come aboard and
release her. Rita assured us that this was not a personal experience.
Rita was thanked for giving us such an entertaining afternoon.

(Continued on page 8)
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FROM THE COUNTING HOUSE
I am most grateful to Lawrence Aspinall for volunteering to take over as Church Treasurer, following my decision to stand down after doing the job for three years.
We are entering an important stage in the finances of
our church as the building work starts on the roof repairs, and Lawrence is very well suited to the task of
looking after the exchequer at this critical time.
It is gratifying to be standing down knowing that we have reached the
position of going ahead with the roof project. This is largely due to the
efforts of Andrew Moffat and Ian Craig in persuading English Heritage
and the Friends of Kent Churches to both give exceptionally generous
grants, as well as to the support of many other charities and individuals who have made donations.
If you have yet to make a donation yourself (or would like to add to
what you have already given) it is by no means too late, indeed we are
hoping that the builders moving in will motivate people to make a contribution. The easiest way is to send a cheque, made out to Shorne
PCC, to Ian Craig at Bushy Lees Farmhouse, Pear Tree Lane, Shorne
DA12 3JX.
As this will be my last Counting House piece I would like to take the
opportunity of thanking everyone who has helped me during my time
as Treasurer including Andrew for his support and patience answering
my questions, Enid Gould for regularly paying the collection monies
into the bank, Bob Turnbull for administering the Gift Aid envelopes,
and Mary Potter for administering the magazine subscriptions. It has
made my task so much easier to have all this help.
Peter Moore
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EASTER LILIES
As is the usual custom at Easter, there will be
an arrangement of Easter Lilies in a pedestal
placed by the side of the altar in remembrance
of loved ones.
If you would like to have some Easter Lily blooms in memory of a
loved one, please contact me on 01474 822699.
The cost of the lilies is £1.50 per stem; there are envelopes in the
church in which you can deposit your money or you can see or speak to
me directly.
Hilary Moore.

CHURCH ROOF PROJECT
A small start has been made with the work on the south aisle and tower
roofs. In the middle of March an intruder alarm was fitted to the
church roof. Now anyone going on the roof will set off a loud alarm
and send a signal to a monitoring station.
This is a sophisticated system now installed in over 500 churches. So
far none of them has suffered from the theft of metal from their roofs.
It is promoted by our insurers which will now give us increased cover
for metal theft.
A tender has been accepted and we hope the main works will start just
before or soon after Easter and it is likely to take six months.
In the meantime fundraising continues.
English Heritage has not only confirmed its grant for the works but has
increased it by £16,000 because the lowest tender was that much more
than the estimate. The fund is still almost £50,000 short of its target.
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)
A wide variety of events for our members through April and May:
3rd April - Cheapside Hoard at Museum of London
Monday 7th April at 7.30 pm (please note change of day) – Main Meeting
Tue 8th April – Thames Cruise
Tuesday 22nd April – Concert at Royal Festival Hall
Wed 23rd April – Biddenden Vinery and Cheese Making Tour
Frid 2nd May to Tuesday 6th – Cruise on Marco Polo to Amsterdam,
Zeebrugge and Honfleur.
Wed 7th May – Concert at Cadogan Hall
Mon 12th May Main Meeting at 2.30 pm Shorne Village Hall
Thur 22nd May – Dance Til Dawn – Vincent and Flavia at The Marlowe
If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership or
applications from new members (annual membership is only £12), who
must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham and be adults of any
age, are welcome to come to the Main Meeting on Monday 7th April at
7.30 pm in Shorne Village Hall, phone Ali our membership secretary
on 01474 824138 or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com.
Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from
early each month.
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association
APRIL 2014
Wednesday 2 ,9, 16, 23 and 30 April - Short Mat Bowls
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) and 4.00 - 5.30pm (Beta Group)
in the Village Hall.
Thursday 3 April - Visit to Historic Portsmouth
Contact Carole Seaward on 01474 359787 for further details.
Thursday 10 April 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Village Hall Murder Mystery Evening. A murder will be enacted by The Alternative Shadows Theatre Group and it will be up to us to solve it!
Enjoy a Ploughman's Supper. For further details contact Val Dyer on
01634 252818.
Thursday 24 April at 2.00pm - Tea Dance in the Village Hall
(see separate item for full details).
Friday 25 April at 1.15 for 1.30pm Ten Pin Bowling
at AMF Bowling Gravesend. Contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474
824006.
Tuesday 29 April at 2.00pm in the Village Hall we have our Main
Meeting.
Cyril Baldwin will tell us about a day in the life of an Auctioneer
"Going, Going, Gone and Auctioneering".
Anyone wishing to join ShornARA should contact our Membership Secretary Sylvia Hudson on 01474 569955
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SHORNE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY
On Saturday 5th April we will be holding our Spring
Show at 3 pm in the Village Hall. This is usually our
biggest show in terms of entries so well worth seeing.
Tea and biscuits are available and there is a plant stall
and a raffle as well. Schedules outlining the categories
and entry forms have been distributed to members.
Non members are welcome to enter and enquiries can be made to the
membership secretary below.
It only costs £5 for a year’s membership of the Shorne Cottage Garden
Society and for that you get free entry to our four evening social
events each year, several newsletters and the chance to enter our three
shows. Anyone interested in joining who cannot make it to the March
talk can ring our membership secretary John Grace on 01474 822647
or email ShorneCGS@gmail.com.

STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
If you like Dancing you’ll love our Tea Dances
Held on every last Thursday of the month at 2.00pm
Shorne Village Hall
Dances include, Ballroom, Latin and Sequence to
great music.
All ages are welcome.
Why not come along and join us for an enjoyable afternoon.
Admission £3.50 including tea/biscuits and free raffle.

Next Dance 24 April 2014
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Shorne Cottage Garden Society

.

Spring
Show
Shorne Village Hall
Saturday 5th April
Door Open 3 pm

Entry Free – tea and biscuits
provided
15

SHORNE FLOWER ARRANGERS
2014 EVENTS PROGRAMME
March 27th.

This will be a Demonstration by Christine Brazier. Christine is one of Kents
newly qualified members and we are
sure her demonstration will be very entertaining.

April 24th.

This will be a workshop by Linda Hutchins (nee
Shakelton) making a hand tied posy. With Lindas’ long
standing expertise as a florist this is sure to be an event
that is well attended .

May 29th.

Club Competition night, “I see the Summer Garden
as”.
Club members will compete in three different classes.
Staging starts at 8.00pm and competitors have approximately 1 hour to complete their exhibit. This is then
judged, while we partake of tea and possibly cake, before prizes are awarded.

We welcome new members of all abilities, including those with no
previous experience of flower arranging. Visitors are welcome to
come along and see what we do. There is a small charge of £3, except
on special event nights, and this includes tea/coffee. Bring some flowers and join in the fun of making a floral design suitable to enhance
your home. There is always someone on hand to get you started.
Further information about SFA can be obtained from Sheila Williams
on 01474 353 405 or Jean Cooke on 01474 322 767.
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Regular Church Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne
SUNDAYS
8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship adapted for all the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Specially devised service

Easter Services
at St Peter & St Paul, Shorne
17 April MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm Holy Communion
18 April GOOD FRIDAY
12.00 Mel Gibson’s film The Passion of the Christ
See page 4
2.00pm An Hour at the Cross: a devotional service
20 April EASTER SUNDAY
8.00 am Holy Communion
9.00 am appx. Easter Breakfast
10.00 am Family Communion—
An informal service with Easter Egg Hunt
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PARISH CALENDAR FOR
April 2014
Thurs 3rd

Sat 5th

Mon 7th
Tues 8th
Thurs 17th

Fri 18th
Sun 20th
Tues 22nd

Wed 23rd
Thurs 24th
Thurs 24th
Mon 28th

2.00pm (Village Hall). Shorne and Thong WI. Trials of
Public
Speaking. Barbara Stevens.
7.45pm (Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
(Museum of London) STAGES visit The Cheapside
Hoard.
3.00pm (Village Hall) Shorne Cottage Garden Society Spring
Show
(Country Park) Park Open Day & Archaeology display
(Archaeology display Sat & San 10.00 – 4.00)
7.00pm
(Village Hall) STAGES meeting. Talk by Ali Meharali
Keep Taking the Tablets.
(London) STAGES visit. Thames Cruise and Kings
Cross.
7.30pm
(Village Hall). Shorne Local History Group. The
Kaiser’s War. Speaker Christoph Bull.
8.00pm
(Church) Maundy Thursday Holy Communion (see
panel)
(National Gallery) STAGES visit. Veronese –
Magnificence in Renaissance Venice.
12.00nn
(Church) Good Friday Vigil (see p. 17)
2.00pm
(Church) An Hour at the Cross (see p. 17)
8.00am
(Church) Easter Holy Communion (see p. 17)
10.00am
(Church) Easter Family Communion (see p. 17)
evening
(Royal Festival Hall) STAGES. RPO with Kirill
Karabits.
7.30pm
(Vill. Hall) Village Hall Management Committee AGM
(Biddenden). STAGES visit. Vineyard Tour,
Cheesemakers, Ploughman’s Lunch and Cream Tea.
7.45pm
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council Plan
ning Committee.
Evening
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Workshop –
hand tied posy.
7.30pm
(Village Hall) Church Annual Meeting
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R APRIL & MARCH 2014
May 2014
Thurs 1st

2.00pm

Fri 2nd
Wed 7th
Thurs 8th

5 days
evening
7.45pm

Mon 12th

2.00pm

Thurs 15th
Sun 18th
Thurs 22nd

7.30pm
1.30pm
Evening

Mon 26th
Thurs 29th

7.30pm
7.45pm
Evening

(Village Hall) Shorne and Thong WI. Annual General
Meeting
(Marco Polo). STAGES. Cruise
(Cadogan Hall) STAGES. RPO with Grzegorz Nowak
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council
Footpaths and Greens Committee.
(Village Hall) STAGES Monthly meeting. Cream Tea,
café style.
(Village Hall). Parish Council Annual Parish Assembly.
(Village Hall) Craft Fair
(Marlowe Theatre). STAGES visit and meal. Dance ‘til
Dawn.
(Village Hall) Parochial Church Council
(Village Hall Committee Room). Parish Council AGM
(Village Hall) Shorne Flower Arrangers. Annual
competition night

Regular Events
Parish Church services and Easter services—see panels on page 17
Every Monday from 21 April 2014 until 20 April 2015 at 7.30 pm – (Village Hall)
Slimming World.
First Saturday of every month at 11.00am Mass at St Katherine’s Chapel.

NOTE:
For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your event(s) by email, using the
heading Parish Calendar, to bushylees@tiscali.co.uk. These can be sent up to a year
ahead. The Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and event
title. If you want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you will
need to send articles in addition directly to the Magazine Editor.
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SIDESPERSONS’ & WARDENS’ ROTA
Date Time
6 Apr 8.00 am
6 Apr 10.00 am
13
8.00 am
13
9.50 am
17
8.00 pm
18
12.00 nn
18
2.00 pm
20
8.00 am
20
10.00 am
27
8.00 am
27
10.00 am

Warden
M Harris
B Tuff
M Crawford
S Cackett
A Moffat
--S Cackett
A Moffat
S Cackett
G Lewis
J Theobald

Sidesperson Service
A Pay
Holy Communion (BCP)
M Bottomley All Age Worship
R Turnbull Holy Communion (BCP)
R Hankin
PALM SUNDAY (& procession)
-----MAUNDY THURSDAY
——VIGIL
E Rothwell HOUR BEFORE THE CROSS
B Lennard Holy Communion (BCP)
A Purdy
EASTER FAMILY SERVICE
G&P Lewis Holy Communion (BCP)
I&J Craig
Holy Communion (CW)

Please arrange your own replacement if you are not available as indicated.

CHURCH CLEANERS
April
5th Claire & Julie
12th Angela Elaine &
Valerie
19th Penny
26th Dennis & Isabel

BRASS
CLEANERS
April
Dennis & Isobel
May
Sandy & Valerie

CLOCK WINDERS
5th April
12th April
19th April
26th April

Kevin
Andy
Lawrence
Geoff

St. Katherine’s
Roman Catholic Chapel – Shorne
Mass is now being said in the chapel on
the first Saturday of every month at 11:00am
Everyone Welcome
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SHORNE SCHOOL 1925—1945
Mr Albert Richardson took up his post as head teacher at Shorne School on 28
September 1925 at a time when much was happening in the world, and locally,
but unfortunately not well recorded by him in the Log Books. Following him recording his appointment there is little more than routine records made until 21
February 1928 when he mentions his predecessor’s bette noir, the wonderful
Miss Swinyard (for those of you who are unaware of Miss Swinyard’s history,
please see the previous article about Shorne School in the December 2013 issue
of this magazine).
21 Feb 1928 – ‘Miss Swinyard again injured being knocked off her bike’
Other records suggest that Miss Swinyard eventually moved from Shorne School
to another post in Rochester, nearer to her home, in 1929 – after which we have
no more information on her. If any reader has any information of where she
ended up, or a photograph of her, please let me know.
For the next eleven years, the Log Book entries are very thin. On 3 April Mr
Richardson tells us that ‘I administered a thrashing to two boys for indecent behaviour’, but he does not tell us who they were, or what the ‘indecent behaviour’
was. The old school punishment books do still exist, and are housed in the Kent
County Archives, so if we were really interested we could possible find out more!
(Continued on page 22)

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
The Annual General Meeting of Shorne Village Hall Management
Committee will take place on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 in the Small
Hall of Shorne Village Hall at 7.30 pm. We hope that residents and all
representatives of local organisations will attend to support the
community.
Have a look at the activities in Shorne featured on
www.shornevillagehall.org in Regular Hall Users and What’s On.
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(Continued from page 21)

Other than pretty boring routine administration issues there is nothing of any interest
again until a note that the school was ‘closed for the Silver Jubilee celebrations’ (of
King George V) from 6 to 8 May 1935 (he died eight months later).
On 11 November an event took place that, although we would not regard it as so today, was so momentous that Mr Richardson unusually felt that he had to record it in
some detail in the Log Book:
‘The school has been presented with a wireless set by the kindness and generosity of Mr Hooper of Gravesend. This was used for the first time to listen
to the service from the Cenotaph’.
Shorne School had moved into the modern electronic age!
The next item of note in the book is dated 11 May 1937 and records that ‘The school
was closed today for the coronation of HM King George VI’. There had been no record of the death of the ‘old King’ nor any mention of the short-lived King Edward
VIII, who reigned for only 326 days before he abdicated.
On 17 April 1939 we have the first mention in the records of unrest across Europe
when Mr Richardson notes that:
‘The vicar has been asked to form a Committee to deal with evacuees – this
committee is to include the school staff’.
There is no actual record of the start of the Second World War in the Log Books until
25 September, when the headmaster writes:
‘As Germany invaded Poland on September 1 st and England (sic) declared
war on Germany on September 3rd, evacuees came to Shorne and the School
was not reopened until today. It is necessary to run a double shift – native
(sic!) children will attend the morning session and the evacuees the afternoon. Native roll 85, evacuee roll 51’.
Only two months later on 15 November, Mr Richardson notes that ‘it has been decided to merge the two schools from Monday 20th November’.
On 10 May 1940 he writes:
‘Owing to the invasion of Holland and Belgium by Germany there is today
an Order in Council to cancel the Whitsun Bank Holiday, but having re22

ceived no word from KEC (Kent Education Committee) this school will
close for one week’.
I assume that Mr Richardson was more concerned about his own holiday than that of
the children, but I may be wrong! However, on 14 May he reports that:
‘By order of the Government received by radio all schools reopened today
owing to the European situation’.
On 30 September he reports for the first time the school responding to air raid warnings – two that day, the first lasting from 9.30 to 11.00 and the second from 1.15 to
2.15. Being by the side of the River Thames, with Tilbury Docks close to us and an
RAF airfield within the parish boundaries, Shorne was of course often bombed, both
in the First and Second World Wars (see also Shorne Parish Magazine April 2010 –
Shorne Airport). This was also the beginning of the new school year when the school
had not been in session for six weeks, and at a time when the Battle of Britain was
taking place in the skies above the Village. Shorne airfield was an important fighter
base in that battle.
On 23 October, after some fairly heavy bombing locally Mr Richardson reports that:
‘I have been instructed to close the school on 24 th as a number of unexploded bombs were to be exploded within 300 yards of the school’,
and on 25th he reports ‘reopened school. No damage. Doors and windows had been
left open’.
On 5 November he notes that:
‘Police informed me that the school should be closed as a bomb had
dropped in the vicinity of the school. Premises to stay closed for 96 hours’.
The log books record that there were up to four air raid warnings a day between 30
September and 17 December, when either they stopped, or became sufficiently few
and far between that Mr Richardson decided that they were no longer worthy of note.
The Battle of Britain officially lasted from 10 July to 31 October 1940, but obviously
the log books suggest that although the German preparation for the invasion of Britain was scaled down after the end of October, air raids continued at a significant level.
The remainder of the War receives very little mention in the Log Books as I guess
people just got on with their lives and perhaps took it for granted.
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On 21 April 1941 ‘Lower Shorne children were absent as road is closed due to an
unexploded bomb’ and the road remained closed for over a week giving those children an unexpected holiday, and on 9 May the headmaster records that ‘Evacuees all
returned home. None now on roll’. Even the ‘over-run’ of the Battle of Britain had
now ended, the RAF had assumed control of the skies over the Thames, and air raids
were less frequent.
On 30 June the writing in the Log Book changes, and the first entry in the new script
announces that ‘Miss C Dyble (teacher) takes up Acting Headship. Mr Richardson
given 9 months side leave by KEC’. It is certainly not clear why Mr Richardson was
given ‘side leave’, nor what exactly this meant, but he was never to return to the
school.
Miss Dyble was an even less prolific writer than Mr Richardson, and made no records
of any note in the Log Book until 22 August 1944 when she writes that she has
‘Received notice that Shorne children could be evacuated. Arrangements to be made
at once. Evacuation on Saturday 25th to Wales’. This was in response to the new wave
of bombing of ‘London’ by the Germans using their new ‘terror weapons’, the V1
flying bombs/rockets. These new weapons began to be unleashed on London from
mid-June, immediately following the Allied landings in Normandy in a last desperate
attempt by the German High Command to reverse the Allied invasion of Europe. The
rockets were very inaccurate, and many destined for London fell short of their target!
Their range was not very great, so the onslaught began to reduce from October as
their launch sites were over-run by Allied troops.
On 8 January 1945 the writing in the Log Book changes again to announce that
‘Miss K Curtis (from Northfleet) assumes headship’, and exactly four months later
she makes her next, but very short, note of interest in the Log book:
8 May 1945 – Victory in Europe Day. Holiday.
When World War 2 finally ended is hotly debated. Although in Europe we generally
consider 8 May 1945 (Victory in Europe Day) as being the end of the War, the German Army Group Centre continued to fight on in Prague until 11 May. British forces
continued to fight in the Pacific until 14 August (Victory in Japan Day), but the formal surrender of Japanese forces did not take place until 2 September. The final Peace
Treaty with Japan was not signed until 1951, and that with Germany not until 12 September 1990!

Ian Craig
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

01474 822244

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

Leigh or Wendy on 01474 249654 or 0780 181 4830
Computerised Business Solutions
Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks. Data Backup &
Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support. ‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12 3HH.
Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534. E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.

Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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HYGIENE MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
At HMS we can provide a wide range of training courses suitable for any business involved in food but especially for the care
industry , children’s nurseries, restaurants, hotels etc.
Our courses will not only provide you with the latest techniques
and legal requirements but be an enjoyable experience.
Visit us at: www.hygienesolutions.co.uk or give Dennis or
Tracey a call on: 01474 536662.
Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS
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332849

Barnside Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs
catered for. Licensed and approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0AU

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY
Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574

Rose and Crown

JPM
Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend DA11 0RZ

32 The Street, Shorne

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.

Home cooked food, sensible prices and
a warm welcome Tuesdays and Thursdays lunches for the over 60's £6.75!

Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.

Great Sunday lunch
Disabled friendly
Dogs and children welcome

Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk

tel - 01474 822373
email - randc1@btconnect.com

Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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THE WRIGHT WOODFLOORING SPECIALISTS
Wood Strip

4, Ifield Cottages,
Shorne Ifield Road,
Shorne,
Kent DA12 3HF

Parquet Floors Laid
Wood Floors Sanded
Wood Block
DIY Supplies & Advice
Wood Laminates

Tel: 07956 342524—Ron Wright

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH
*Terms & Conditions apply

T. B. M. C. ( AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES )
DAIRY FARM, CHURCH STREET, LOWER HIGHAM,ME3 7LD
WELL EQUIPPED WORKSHOP FOR :SERVICING, REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, TYRES, TRACKING,
BALANCING, WELDING ETC
NEIL B. JONES
01474 823100 / 07702 036650

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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Plumbing Technique

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions









For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100

ANN ARCHER

Your local

A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

No :
130055

SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax
The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE
Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
School
Headteacher

Shorne C of E Primary
Miss C Conroy

822312

Friends of Shorne School

Lisa Sewell (Chair)
Helen Busby (Sec)

740538
822017

Shorne Pre-School

Mrs J Bennett (Joint Supervisor)

357872

Parish Council

Mr M. Brett (Chairman)
Mr B Wilkinson (Vice Chairman)

356163
536131

Parish Clerk

Mrs T Martin
70 Colyer Rd, Northfleet, DA11 8AY
horne.parish.yahoo.co.uk
www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk

320824

Village Hall–Bookings/Enquiries

Andrea Butcher
g.r.ash@btinternet.com

01634 254755

Local History Group

Jean Dyke (Secretary)

350810

Parish Archivist

Ian Craig
bushylees@tiscali.co.uk

824186

Shorne & Thong WI

Avril Roots (President)
Secretaries:
Julie Aspinall/ Maggie Harris

564230

Group Scout Leader

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Scouts (Fri 7-9pm)

Mr G Busbridge

569512

Cubs (Wed 6.30-8pm)

Mr F Patrick

822602

Beavers

Julie Brown

361736

Early Retirement Club

Mr Phillip Mansfield

01634 717823

Racefield Close

Vanessa Wise, Scheme Manager

822802

Garden Society

Mr D Baker (Chairman)
Mrs M Morten

01634 710169
822522

Shorne Flower
Arrangers

Mrs Sheila Williams (Chair)
Mrs Jean Cooke (Treasurer)

353405
322767

Short Mat Bowls

David Coppock (Chairman)
Penny Edwards (Secretary)

322164
822076

Badminton Club

Mr. Peter Moore

824177

Dickens Country Protection Society

Mrs P Lippiatt (Hon.Secretary)

01322 275389

Downs Way Medical Practice

Shorne Surgery

247003

ShornARA

Maureen Horsham (Chairman)
Sylvia Hudson (Membership Sec)

363285
569955

Stages

Richards Moore (Chairman)

823384

825046

Surveyors
Estate Agents
& Valuers
Established 1851

Walker
Croft
Estate Agents

Gravesend Office
27-28 Windmill Street
Gravesend
Kent DA12 1AX
Tel: 01474 332981
Fax: 01474 564405
Meopham Office
9 The Parade
Meopham
Kent DA13 0JL
Tel: 01474 814902
Fax: 01474 813604
www.rightmove.co.uk

www.walkercroft.com

Surveyors

Valuers

