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Hello Readers,

Editor:

Let me start my last issue by thanking all of those
people who have made me so welcome and also offered their help with the magazine. Without those
many individuals, who beaver away and keep the
Subscriptions:
cogs of parish life greased, the articles of this mag£5.00 p.a for delivery azine would not exist and, without the lively activity
of a busy parish, there would be little to put in a
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West—contact Mary magazine in the first place.
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My links to Shorne first came when my wife became
a teacher at the Primary school. From that moment
onwards we endeavoured to support a great range
of parish groups and activities from quiz nights to
tea dances.
It is activities, such as those featured in this humble
publication, that keep the parish vibrant and exciting and, at the heart of our village, the parish
church; which revives, enlivens, supports and
guides the community.
So, feel the pulse of the community beat and continue to help it circulate to others.
Those with good memories and eagle-eyes amongst
you may well recognise and recall the contents of
the main body of this text from my first entry in October of 2010.
It is with a heavy heart that I write these

Parish church websites:

www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk
www.facebook.com/shorneparishchurch
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Frazer

Vicar’s Letter – December 2013
A Fulfilled Christmas
For many people Christmas is about the family. People returning home
to be with their loved ones to share a celebration. It’s about being
welcomed and belonging, it’s about giving gifts to those we love and
receiving them in return.
As soon as I write this I realise that I’m on dodgy ground. Increasingly
the family does not have any happy memories for many people.
Christmas for many is a lonely time, a time of unfulfilment even
resentment that others seem to have love, family, gifts a welcome but
they don’t. Loneliness and not feeling included is a stark reality for all
sorts of people as they look on while happy revellers enjoy the party
season.
I have been very blessed. I was brought up in a loving home, by loving
parents. I have childhood memories of the ideal Christmas with family
parties and presents from mum and dad aunts and uncles, grandparents
etc. My wife and I have always sought to make Christmas a happy time
for our three daughters. Even when we’ve had not very much money
we’ve managed to have fun with our girls and have sought to make
special times for them. Christmas is a time when, at its best, it has
brought me great feelings of fulfilment.
Now of course I realise that many people have never had that or if they
did it wasn’t very good in their perception. Each year many of those
people choose to hide while the revelry goes on and seek refuge where
no one can make it painfully obvious that they are not a part of a family
anymore.
To those people but also to the seemingly fulfilled revellers I want to
say that yes Christmas is about family, it’s about love but it’s also
about the pain that comes to us when we are not welcome.
I’m thinking here about Jesus, Mary and Joseph that first Christmas. I
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wasn’t ideal was it? Mary was heavily pregnant and only sort of
engaged to Joseph, although that was a bigger commitment than
engagement is nowadays. They were virtually married, but it wasn’t
perfect. They had to travel to a census in Bethlehem, Joseph’s ancestral
home but when they got there they did not receive a family welcome
but, ‘no place at the inn.’
God understands unfulfilment. I hear some asking how can that be?
According to you he’s all powerful, surely he can use his immense
power to make everything happy and right for himself. Well no, he
can’t. I’m sure there are many who will agree with me in observing
that no amount of money or power can necessarily make you happy
and fulfilled. You see what God longs for is for us to receive his love
and love him in return, to base our lives on his sort of love.
There will be some who read this who will ask, what is he on about?
They may ask that because they’ve never known the real love of God
by knowing him. Those who put their trust, their faith, in Jesus Christ
can know that relationship and be part of a very special family.
Although they many have no special human family welcome they can
be part of God’s family and know that they’re loved by him. The
church is not perfect, in fact it’s very imperfect, but we do have
something really special on offer and that’s an introduction to the sort
of love and ultimate fulfilment that can only be found in a relationship
with God through Jesus Christ. I remember well the first time I realised
that at Christmas is all about God’s initiative to know us and love us
and welcome us into his family.
So while all the Christmas celebrations are going on I encourage you to
come and share with us in finding true fulfilment in Jesus.
I wish you a truly
Christmas. With
Christ.

happy and fulfilled
every blessing in

Glyn Ackerley –

Vicar
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North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild
November 2013
Our November meeting, on Saturday 16th, had a very festive air. We
worked on stitching small pieces with a Christmas theme. A variety
of small projects, which all could be placed on card to make a very
special Christmas Card, included a redwork Father Christmas, a
colourful Christmas tree and a tassel Christmas Angel.
Members were also given a second chance to admire the embroideries
in the 5 portfolios of embroidery on loan from the Headquarters of
the Embroiderers’ Guild. The embroideries were very varied in style,
ranging from Goldwork, counted stitch work to Chinese satin stitch
on silk. Some examples were 200 years old.
Next month, our meeting will be on Saturday 21st December 2013.
Our Christmas Party will begin at 2pm, when not only do we
overindulge in Christmas mince pies and sausage rolls, we hold a
quiz and a show and tell of embroideries completed during the year.
You are very welcome to join this final meeting of the year.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We welcome new members, of all abilities, at Gravesend Library,
Windmill Street, Gravesend, DA12 1BE. The cost for visitors is
£4.00 for each of the first two visits.
Visit our website,
www.northkentembroiderers.co.uk ,for information on
our branch and our meeting programme, or contact 01474
324734.
Evelyn Noble
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REV DR. GLYN ACKERLEY
Some of you may wonder why I’ve started being called Dr. Ackerley.
Well it because I’ve been studying for a Ph.D degree. I’ve been a part
time student at Kings College, London since 2005. It’s been a long and
immensely difficult piece of work, which I often thought I would never
finish. However on 1st November 2013 I was awarded the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy in theology from the University of London.
My thesis, which is a book of nearly 100,000 words is entitled,
“Importing Faith – the effect of American ‘Word of Faith’ culture on
contemporary English Evangelical Revivalism.” It’s basically about
people being conned by certain ‘charismatic’ churches to give all their
money to the church, or more specifically to church leaders. It was
stimulated by people who I’ve known over the years who had claimed
they were abused by such churches.
The thesis has given me deep understanding of how all churches work
and indeed how people, all sorts of people, can misuse power. I hope to
share some insights from my study with you over the years to come.
My aim is to get the book published and perhaps also write a more in-

"Krafty Ladies"
W.I. Based but all welcome

Shorne Village Hall. 2.00. - 4.00
December 10th

£1.25 entry incl. tea/biscuits
£1.75. To cover card making materials
(or bring your own craft or come along for tea and a natter)
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association

December 2013
Wednesday 4 December at 10.00am - Walk Lower Upnor Christmas Walk with mulled
wine and mince pies at the end. Meet in the
car park near the Arethusa. Circular walk along the
shore via Hoo Marina and Hoo church (Tide
determines which way round we walk) - 4 miles.
Ann/Peter Green on 01634 718895.
.
Friday 6 December - Ten Pin Bowling at AMF Bowling
Gravesend
1.15 for 1.30pm - contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474 824006.
Tuesday 17 December ShornAra Christmas Lunch at Mid
Kent Golf Club
12 for 12.30pm

Luke 2:13, 14 - "And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and
saying: "Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!""
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SHORNARA
Shorne Active Retirement Association

January 2014
Wednesday 8,15,22 and 29 January - Short Mat
Bowls
1.45 - 3.45pm (Alpha Group) and 4.00 - 5.30pm
(Beta Group)
in the Village Hall.
Friday 10 and 24 January at 1.15 for 1.30pm Ten Pin
Bowling
at AMF Bowling Gravesend. Contact Audrey Dinnis on 01474
824006.
Thursday 23 January - Brighton Arena "Ice"
Tuesday 28 January at 2.pm in the Village Hall - we have our
AGM
Thursday 30 January at 2.00pm - Tea Dance in the
Village Hall (see separate item for full details).

Anyone wishing to join ShornAra should contact our
membership secretary Maureen Horsham on 01474 363285
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STAGES
(Shorne Theatre Appreciation &
Group Entertainment Society)

December Programme
Tuesday 3rd December – visit to Household Cavalry Museum
Saturday 7th December – Christmas Dinner and Dance Shorne Village
Hall
Thursday 12th December – John Rutter Concert
Thursday 21st December – Christmas Cracker Concert at Cadogan Hall

January Programme
Thursday 9th January – Richard II with David Tennant at The Barbican
Saturday 11th January – Brick Lane Late New Year’s Party
Monday 13th January 2 pm – Main Meeting with Chris Bull talking on
the History of Shorne
Thursday 16th January – visit to Dulwich Picture Gallery
Thursday 23rd January – Diners Club visit to The Bell at Smarden
If you would like to become a member then renewals of membership or
applications from new members (annual membership remains at only
£12 for 2014), who must live in Shorne, Higham, Chalk or Cobham
and be adults of any age, are welcome to come to the Main Meeting
detailed above, phone Ali our membership secretary on 01474 824138
or email stagesofshorne@gmail.com.
Copies of our Newsletter will be available in the Village Stores from
early each month.
John Grace
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SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Have a look at the activities
in Shorne featured on
www.shornevillagehall.org
in Regular Hall Users and
What’s On.
Come and join us and enlarge our community participation.
SHORNE VILLAGE HALL FACEBOOK
During the past month a Facebook has been set up to provide a point of
interest for all residents who would like to know what actually takes
place at Shorne Village Hall. Used in conjunction with our existing
website on www.shornevillagehall.org The public can now view
photographs and items that are forthcoming or have recently taken
place at the hall. We hope that these facilities will encourage residents
to make use of the organisations and clubs that hire the Hall in order to
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SHORNE C. OF E. PRIMARY SCHOOL
I can’t quite believe I am already writing the Christmas report. Life at
school is busy, fun, focused and exciting. They do say time flies when
you are having fun.
On November 11th the school stood silent at 11am for 2 minutes to
honour Remembrance day. It was a very moving moment. From the 4
year olds to the 11 year olds everyone stood still and wore their poppies with pride.
Over the last month some of the children have been out on school trips
supplementing their learning with real life experiences. Such a great way to learn.
Year One went to Broadditch farm as part of their topic ‘Healthy Happy Me’. They
helped to dig up the different produce from the field, had a ride in the tractor and
found out all about how their favourite vegetables are grown.
Year Two went to Chatham Dockyard to become Pirates for the day. They spent time
on a pirate ship, explored the materials that were used to build the ships and
discovered the history of the lifeboat. They had a brilliant time.
A big thank you to their class teachers for organising the days.
In school we were fortunate to welcome 2 theatre companies to ‘put on a show’.
Image Theatre performed ‘Scrooge’ by Charles Dickens. This performance involved
some of our own children playing key characters in the play along with the whole
school joining in the songs.
MandM Productions came to perform our pantomime for the year. This year it was
‘Beauty and the Beast’. The whole school, staff and children LOVED it. Very funny,
very moving and already booked for next year.
We are very lucky that the school has a school fund that parents contribute to each
year. It is this fund that allows us to invite treats like theatre companies to the school.
So many schools have had to drop visits from theatre companies as school budgets
are cut. We are a firm believer that children should experience a range of exciting
visits and if they can’t visit them then we will bring the experience to the school.
A big thank you to the families who contribute to school fund. It really makes a
difference.
We have our Christmas Bazaar on the 30th November. Doors open at 2pm.
Another great way to have fun and raise money for the school; and another massive
thank you due to all the parents, family and friends who help organise and run the
event.
Running out of space. So much more going on. In January I will tell you about our
nativity, Carols Round the Tree, The Christmas Church Service, Matilda and the
children parties.
Have a fantastic Christmas.

Mrs. C.
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CLEANING ROTA
December
7th Dennis and Isabel
14h Claire and Julie
21st Angela, Elaine, Lucy
28th Penny

January
4th Dennis and Isabel
11th Claire and Julie
18th Angela, Elaine, Lucy
25th Penny

BRASS CLEANING
December
Dennis & Isabel
January
Sandy & Valerie

STRICTLY DANCING WITH SHORNARA
If you like Dancing
You’ll love our Tea Dances
Held on every last Thursday of the month
2.00pm
Shorne Village Hall
Dances include, Ballroom,
Latin and Sequence to great music.
All ages are welcome.
Why not come along and join us for
an enjoyable afternoon.
Admission £3.50 including tea/biscuits and free raffle.

Next Dance 30th January 2014
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WALKS IN OUR COMMUNITY
The Winter Warmer Walk
Saturday 28th December 2013: Historical Guided
walk from Chalk Church to Denton (Circular walk)
Meet: 10am at Chalk Church, Church Lane, Chalk DA12 2NL
Guide: Christoph Bull 07702287147 – Donations welcome – no need
to book just turn up.
Car Parking at Chalk Church.
Gravesend Historical Society event.
NEWS FROM THE CHOIR VESTRY
In November the Church Choir sang at the Remembrance Sunday Service – a setting of some moving words by Michael Flemming, sung to
the tune of The Londonderry Air. I came across this in a resource
called ‘Worship Workshop’ which is run online by the Royal Schools
of Church Music (RSCM), to which Shorne Church Choir is affiliated.
The RSCM is an excellent organisation, running national and regional
workshops. We use its publication ‘Sunday by Sunday’ to help with
choosing the hymns for Sunday worship and I was lucky enough to attend one of their regional workshops in February.
The choir continues to meet mostly on Monday afternoons at 2pm in Church and, occasionally on a
Saturday afternoon or a week day evening. If you
would like to join in then you would be most welcome – no previous experience necessary. Please telephone me on
824177 for further information.
I hope that everyone, whether members of the choir or not, will be able
to come along to the St. George’s Centre on Saturday 14th December
when we will be singing carols for half an hour, in aid of Christian Aid.
All ages are welcome and song sheets will be provided. We also hope
12

SHORNE AND THONG WI
President Avril welcomed us ti the November Meeting. The
Christmas Lunch will be held in the Village Hall at 12.30pm on
December 5th Members are asked to bring a Raffle Prize.
Invitations to various meetings were received from Cobham and
Luddesdown, Istead Rise and Meopham, several ladies from our W.I. will
attend. A letter had also been received from the District Secretary. She
suggested that the number of District awards given for various activities
should be cut. As most of those she wished to discontinue had been won by
Shorne, it was unanimously agreed by our members to vote against this idea.
The recent District Whist Drive had been won by Pearl and Penny, two of our
ladies, Well Done!
The West Kent Area meeting next March will have as the main speaker
Michael Portillo, I think there will be be a full house.
Our Speaker for the afternoon was Ann Knief, her subject was "Seaside
Resorts". Sea water was first recommended as a health cure in Tudor Times,
then in the 18th century Spas became all the rage. In 1796 the first Sea
Bathing hospital in the country opened in Margate, it could accommodate 200
patients. It mostly cared for T.B. sufferers, who spent nearly all day with their
beds out on the balconies. In Victorian times sea bathing became very
popular, but of course, bathers had to be discreet, and ladies were taken to the
waters edge in a Bathing Machine, drawn by horses. Road conditions started
to improve with the introduction of Toll roads, then the railroads arrived
making it possible for people to have a day out. Another popular way of
travelling was to take the Hoy, a type of sailing barge, this was quickly
followed by the Paddle Steamer. It cost 5 shillings to go from London to
Margate. In 1871 the government introduced Bank Holidays, thus giving
people more leisure time. The Omnibus arrived in the early 1900's and travel
really took off. Boarding Houses sprang up in the holiday resorts. Sometimes
the Landlady provided the meals but some holiday makers preferred to buy
their own food and the landlady cooked it for them. For entertainment there
were Brass bands, Fairgrounds, Punch and Judy Shows, Minstrel Shows on
the Pier and Donkey Rides. People had a little more money to spend and a
jolly time was had by all. Ann was thanked for her very interesting talk.
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Shorne Local History Group
Meetings of the Group are held on the third Thursday of each month from
October to April, at 7.30pm at Shorne Village Hall.
Membership is £7.50 pa, entitling you to free entry to all our meetings, but
we also welcome visitors (non-members) to any meeting for a £2 entry fee.
Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided at each meeting, together with a raffle
and second-hand book-stall. Please come along.
Thursday 19 December – Frosts, Freezes and Fairs – speaker Ian Currie,
who has written a book on the subject, and is also well known as a TV and
radio weather forecaster. (Wine and mince pies will replace tea, coffee and
biscuits at this meeting!)
Thursday 26 January – The Green Man in English Churches – speaker
Imogen Corrigan. Imogen visited us last year, and was such an excellent and
entertaining speaker, that we have invited her back.
Thursday 20 February - Hops and Hop Picking - speaker Richard Filmer,
who is an expert on old crafts and agriculture.
Thursday 20 March – History of Seaside Resorts – speaker Ann Kneif ,
who will tell us about how the recognition of the therapeutic value of seawater in the 18th century led to their development, particularly on the Kent
coast.
Thursday 17 April – The Kaiser’s War – speaker Christoph Bull, who will
take us back to The Great War which begun 100 years ago this year, with
particular reference to examples from Gravesend twin town in Germany,
Neumunster. Christoph is a member of our Group and well known to us as
an informed and entertaining speaker.

BINGO
All are welcome to our BINGO sessions held at
Racefield Close
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CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTIONS IN SHORNE PARISH
Readers of this magazine are probably aware that for most of
the past 10 years I have organised the May collections for
Christian Aid in our parish.
Unfortunately, for a number of reasons, I am having to retire
at the end of this year and so we are looking for someone to
take over.
We are only a small parish but our contribution, £1,161 this year, is
one of the most significant for the Gravesham area and this is due to
our wonderful team of volunteer collectors, and of course, the generousity of the folks of Shorne.
It would be such a shame if we did not continue with our collecting.
Christian Aid is a wonderful charity, taking the funds directly to those
in need to give them animals, tools etc., to help themselves out of poverty.
Do you think you might be able to help? If so, please give me a ring
822717. In hope,
Enid Gould
PEOPLE OF SHORNE PARISH
Come as representatives of your parish to sing carols in the St.
George's Centre on Saturday 14th December 12.30 - 1.00 p.m.
During the day, there will be groups from surrounding parishes singing
carols in half hour sessions, to raise funds for CHRISTIAN AID. Music is organised and all who have previously taken part have enjoyed
themselves. The shoppers appreciate the live music instead of the
canned variety and often stop to listen. At the same time as raising
funds for those in need, the carol singing is a valuable piece of Christian witness during the "commercial" run up to Christmas.
15

SHORNE PARISH CHURCH ON FACEBOOK
We now have 89 people who ‘like’ our Facebook page –
wouldn’t it be great if we could make that figure 90 by
Christmas! You can find Shorne Parish Church’s Facebook page on the internet by typing www.facebook.com/
shorneparishchurch into your web browser.
Everyone can look at the news, photographs and details of events that
are on the page. If you are a signed-up Facebook user, you will also be
able to add your own comments and photographs. If you post comments and photos, ‘like’ postings and photos by others and share them
with your Facebook friends then this will help to raise the profile of the
page.
Thanks to Kaye Bettey, who helps me run the FB page. We also have a
Church web site – www.shorneparishchurch.co.uk – which anyone
with computer access can see. This is being run in tandem with the Facebook page.
Rosemary Moore
Church Christmas Card 2013
At the beginning of December a communal Christmas card will be appearing in church. The idea is that people may sign this, in lieu of
sending Christmas cards, and instead make a donation to the Shorne
Church
Roof
and
Tower
Appeal if they
so wish.
Rosemary

Moore
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FROM THE COUNTING HOUSE
It is common practice in the Church of England for 10% of
donations to be passed on to other charities, in recognition
of the Old Testament system of tithing. The tithe was a requirement of all Israelites to give 10 percent of everything
they earned and grew to the Temple. Some people in modern times choose to still give 10% of their income to the church, although I think most of us settle on something less. But the church keeps
to the 10% principle which, for us in Shorne this year, amounted to
just over £3,000 being given away.
Here in Shorne we like to maintain a mix of Christian and secular
charities so for this year donations went to Bible Society, Church Army, Church Mission Society, Church Pastoral Aid Society, Ellenor Lions Hospices, High Five Club, Royal British Legion, St Luke's
Healthcare for the Clergy, and Hands of Compassion.
We also support Christian Aid and the Salvation Army through annual
envelope collections, and the Children's Society at the Christingle service.
If there are any charities that you think are worthy of our support next
year please mention them either to me or Andrew Moffat.
Peter Moore (PCC Treasurer)
Telephone 01474 824177, email pwmoore@btinternet.com
COFFEE MORNING
At the recent Coffee Morning at The Outlook Shorne, £139
was raised to help decorate the Church at Christmas, and the Lifeboat
Ladies sold £300 of Cards and Calendars. Thank you everyone who
supported this event.
Valarie Martin
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Service Rotas - December 2013
* LITURGICAL COLOURS for altar frontal etc:

Date

Warden

Sidesperson

Service

M Harris

R Turnbull

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

J Theobald

I & J Craig

All Age Worship

8

8.00 am

M Crawford

B Lennard

Holy Communion (BCP)
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10.00 am
3.30 pm
8.00 am

A Moffat
B Tuff
A Moffat

V Martin
M Bottomley
J & L Aspinall

Holy Communion (CW)
Christingle Service
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

E Gould

R Hankin

Family Communion

3.30 pm

A Moffat

J&J Wilkins

Carol Service

1
Dec

22
24

25
29

Time

G = green : P = purple : R = red : W = white

8.00 am

8.00 am
10.00 am
2.00 pm
4.30 pm
11.30 pm
8.00 am
10.00 am
8.00 am
10.00 am

G Lewis
G & P Lewis
S Cackett
E Rothwell
A Moffat
---B Tuff
J&L Aspinall
A Moffat
J&R Hankin
M Crawford
A Pay
S Cackett & A Moffat
M Harris
R Turnbull
J Theobald
V Martin

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Remembrance Service
Crib Service
Midnight Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
Special Service

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS
It hardly seems like a year since I asked for this notice to be included in
the December/January issue of the magazine but here we go again!
Parish Magazine subscriptions are due. The price remains the same at
£5.00. Some of the distributors collect in December, others at the end
of January. If you haven’t paid your subs already, could you please
make use of the envelope delivered with this magazine and, if at all
possible, return it to your distributor - or at least have it ready when
they call back. If you wish to pay by cheque, please make cheques
payable to Shorne PCC.
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Service Rotas - January 2014
* LITURGICAL COLOURS for altar frontal etc:

Date

3 Nov

Time

Sidesperson

Service

G Lewis

B Lennard

Holy Communion (BCP)

B Tuff

M Bottomley

All Age Worship

M Crawford

J&L Aspinall

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

A Moffat

A Purdy

Holy Communion (CW)

8.00 am

G Lewis

G&P Lewis

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

E Gould

I&J Craig

Family Communion

8.00 am

M Harris

A Pay

Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 am

S Cackett

E Rothwell

Holy Communion (CW)

8.00 am
10.00 am

10

17

24

G = green : P = purple : R = red : W = white

Warden

8.00 am

SERVICES CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
8:00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10:00 am
First Sunday in the month: All age worship
A service for all the family without Holy Communion.
Second and fourth Sundays in the month: Parish Communion
The service from Common Worship
Third Sunday in the month: Family
Communion
Holy Communion from Common Worship
adapted for all the family
Fifth Sunday in the month: Special Service
A specially devised service.
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SHORNE PARISH MATTERS
Proposal for Crematorium and Cemetery in Chalk
A proposal to construct a crematorium, cemetery and memorial garden
next to St Mary the Virgin Church in Chalk was recently presented to
Shorne Parish Councillors by the prospective developers, Mercia
Crematoria Developments Ltd.
Although the proposed location is not situated within Shorne, the developers recognised that because of its close proximity to our parish,
local residents would wish to be consulted on this matter.
One of the main arguments for the proposal, which is supported in
principle by Gravesham Borough Council, is that the nearest crematorium for Gravesend residents is 12 miles away at Blue Bell Hill near
Chatham, and the next nearest crematorium at Eltham is more than 15
miles distant. Also the amount of space available locally for burials is
rapidly running out.
At their meeting with Mercia Crematoria and their architects, Shorne
Parish Councillors praised the design and landscaping features. However they raised questions about the environmental impact of the plans,
which would involve encroachment on high quality agricultural land in
the Green Belt, and expressed concerns about the amount of resultant
additional traffic on busy local roads. Councillors also questioned
whether adequate consideration had been given to alternative options,
possibly to the west of Gravesend, where the impact would seem to
less detrimental.
Following the consultation, a planning application was made to
Gravesham Borough Council for the development, and Shorne Parish
Council was consulted as a neighbouring Parish Council. The application was considered at an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Parish
Council on 7 November 2013. The Parish Council voted to lodge an
objection to the proposal.
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The planning application has now been referred to Gravesham Borough
Council's Regulatory Board of Councilors, who will determine the
planning application.
Clearance of footpaths and bridleways
In the "Shorne Parish Matters" item for October, parishioners were invited to volunteer their services to assist in helping to clear overgrown
vegetation affecting our local pathways. It was explained that in view
of the extra growth this year caused by the weather, and following the
reduction in Kent County Council services arising from their budget
cuts, the condition of many paths had greatly worsened. This situation
is unlikely to improve.
We are grateful for the interest expressed in volunteering for this valuable work and for the offers we have received. The required training of
up to one day, organised in conjunction with KCC and the Ramblers, is
being offered in the New Year, and we will be contacting those who
have been in touch with us with further information as soon as this becomes available.
We are still keen to assemble further volunteers to join small teams to
make a real impact on the most stricken pathways. So we are now renewing our invitation to parishioners to join the task force. However
much time you may be able to spare, your involvement in the programme being planned will make such a difference to the condition of
these precious routes.
Please contact Brian Wilkinson, Chair of the Parish Council's Committee on Footpaths, Properties and Greens, for further information on becoming a volunteer, on 01474 536131
or by email on brian.wilkinson@blueyonder.co.uk.
Christmas and New Year greetings
The Parish Council would like to wish Shorne parishioners and their
families a very Happy Christmas and all the very best for 2014
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PARISH CALENDAR
December 2013
Tues 3rd

all day.

Sat 7th

evening

Sun 8th
3.30pm
Tues 10th 2.00pm
Thurs 12th evening
Fri 13th

5.00pm

Sun 15th 3.30pm
Thurs 19th 7.30pm
Sat 21st
evening.
Tues 24th 2.00pm
4.30pm
11.30pm
th
Wed 25
8.00am
10.00am
morning
th
Sat 28
10.00am.

(Household Cavalry Museum, London).
STAGES. Visit.
(Village Hall). STAGES. Christmas dinner
and dance.
(Parish Church). Christingle Service
(Village Hall). Krafty Ladies. Card Making.
(London).STAGES. John Rutter Christmas
Concert.
(Village Hall) Neighbourhood police contact
visit.
(Parish Church). Candlelit service.
(Village Hall). Shorne Local History Group.
Frosts, Freezes and Fairs. Speaker Ian Currie
STAGES. Christmas Cracker.
(Parish Church). Service of Remembrance
(Parish Church). Crib service
(Parish Church). Midnight Communion
(Parish Church). Holy Communion
(Parish Church) Family Service for Christmas
plus Holy Communion.
(meet at Chalk Church). Gravesend Historical
Society.
Historical guided walk from Chalk Church to
Denton. Leader Christoph Bull.

CHRISTMAS
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Tue 31st

evening
Dance.

(Village Hall). New Year’s Eve Dinner and
January 2014

Thurs 9th

Sat 11th.
Thurs 16th

evening
7.45pm
cil
evening
all day.
7.30pm

Thurs 23rd evening
7.45pm
cil

(London). STAGES. Richard 11 at RSC,
with David Tennant.
(Village Hall Committee Room. Parish Coun(Brick Lane, London). STAGES. Music Hall.
STAGES. Visit to Dulwich Picture Gallery.
(Village Hall). Shorne Local History Group.
The Green Man in English Churches.
Speaker Imogen Corrigan.
(Bell Inn, Smarden). STAGES. Diner’s Club.
(Village Hall Committee Room).Parish CounPlanning Committee.
Regularly each week

In each issue of the Shorne Parish Magazine from now we will publish a Parish
Calendar , listing all the events that we are aware of over the next two months
This will only be as accurate as you make it! Please send event details as early
as possible but at the latest by the middle of the month proceeding publication.
Annual programmes up to a year ahead are welcomed. Once we have been notified,
events will be published on the Calendar for the appropriate month unless you tell us
in good time to delete them. For entries on the Calendar, please send details of your
events by email, with the heading Parish Calendar to bushyless@tiscali.co.uk. The
Calendar will only contain basic details of date, time, venue and event title. If you
want to publicise additional information about your event(s) you must send articles

BLESSINGS
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Shorne School 1919–1925
On 7 January 1919 Percy John Burrows, who had been appointed as
headmaster of Shorne School in 1911, but had gone off to war in February 1915, resumed his post at the school.
In the years immediately following the First World War, probably partly attributable to the War, there were many outbreaks of illness and
disease that led to the deaths of many people across the world. Most of
us will be aware of the flu epidemic which killed an estimated 20 to 50
million people worldwide (between one and three per-cent of the
world’s population) during 1918 and 1919 and up to a quarter of a million in Britain alone, but this was only one (albeit the biggest) epidemic
at the time.
The flu epidemic is remembered in the history books, but others, almost as lethal, tend to be forgotten. There is no mention of the flu epidemic in the Shorne school records.
However, on 19 June Mr Burrows records that ‘sports and Peace Celebrations were attended by the school, but I was not present’. My Burrows was in fact ‘in isolation due to scarlet fever in my home’. He also
records that a ‘general outbreak of scarlet fever required the school to
be closed for 14 days at the end of July for disinfecting’.
On 17 October ‘the School was closed for the afternoon for children to
attend the funeral of our late vicar Mr R E Tanner’. Mr Tanner had
been Vicar of Shorne since 1910, and if you have read previous articles
in this magazine on Shorne and the Great War, you will remember that
he rallied parishioners throughout the War with his patriotic letters in
the Shorne Parish Magazine. On 11 November the School Log Book
records that the whole school took part in a ‘two minute’s silence at
11.00 and a special lesson all afternoon’ to mark the first anniversary
of ‘Armistice Day’.
On Tuesday 9 December ‘a special lesson was given to classes 1 and 2
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on the Battle of the Falklands, and reference to Admirals Craddock and Sturdee’. This first major naval
engagement of the First World War had taken place
on 8 December 1914 (so why was it ‘celebrated’ a
day late?). It is interesting, looking back now, that it
was this naval battle that was ‘celebrated’ and not the
Battle of Jutland, which is not mentioned in the Log
Books and which most naval historians now consider
to have been of far greater importance. One possible
reason could have been that Admiral Sturdee, the great hero of ‘The
Falklands’ was now Commander in Chief, The Nore (the senior Royal
Navy commander for this area).
It is surprising that when Admiral Sturdee unveiled our village War
Memorial, at the entrance to our parish church, on 21 March 1920 – an
event which we know all Shorne school children attended - Percy Burrows did not mention it in the Log Book.
On 6 August 1920 the Log Book records a Diocesan inspection of the
School, when the standards of the older pupils in particular were recorded as ‘disappointing’ – a view that was to be repeated many times
over the following fifty or so years.
27 June 1921 was the first day after the ‘half-term’ holiday when Mr
Burrows recorded that:
‘During the Whitsun holiday five cases of diphtheria have occurred in the village, including two deaths. Parents are afraid
for their children to attend school – only 75 were present today’.
The following day (28 June) he records that the school was closed
again for a further three weeks, until the outbreak subsided.
When I spoke to children at Shorne School last year about its history,
they were particularly interested in the entry for 26 January 1923:
25

‘A demonstration of wireless listening is to be
given tonight by the Shorne British Legion in
the Parish Hall, arranged to explain as simply
as possible the system’.
This comment is followed by an additional entry – ‘At
about 5 o’clock about 100 children heard a wireless
message from Madame Melba as this is Australia Day’.
Dame Nellie Melba was of course as well known to people at the time
as popular singers are now, and it must have been amazing for the children to hear her speaking to them.
This was obviously the first time that most people in Shorne would
have heard a ‘wireless’ broadcast, something that was to be heard in
almost every home within the following ten years.
The entry for 24 April 1923 records that ‘The school was closed today
in accordance with the wish of HM The King for the royal wedding of
the Duke of York’. This was of course the wedding of the future King
George VI to Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, who most of us now remember
as Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother.
On 8 December 1924 the Log Book records what is perhaps my favourite entry, and certainly the favourite of the current children at
Shorne School:
‘While proceeding home on Friday Miss Swinyard narrowly
escaped death in Chatham through collision with a motor. I
have also discovered that she was thrown from her bicycle last
Thursday at Higham through hanging on to a lorry to enable
her to get to school on time. I have cautioned her and reported
her to the Managers’.
I have a wonderful vision in my mind of Miss Swinyard, a young
teacher at the School, in long skirts and probably a large hat, being
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swept along the Gravesend Road towards
Shorne clinging on to an early open backed
lorry! It must have been an amazing sight!
Miss Swinyard apparently lived in Gillingham
and cycled from there and back each day.
There are numerous entries following this,
over the next year, of discussions with the
Managers (as School Governors were called at that time), and discussions between them and the head-teacher with her being ‘instructed’, as
she was often late for school, at least through the Winter months to
lodge during the week in the Village, returning home to Gillingham
only at weekends.
It would seem that Miss Swinyard ignored these ‘instructions’ and continued to cycle each day as on 21 February 1928 the Log Book again
records Miss Swinyard being knocked off her bicycle and injured on
her way to school! She finally left Shorne School for a teaching post in
Rochester in 1929. I would like to have met her as she was certainly a
feisty lady!
If anybody knows any more about her please let me have details. Even
better, if anybody has a photograph of her, I would like a copy for the
Parish archives – and I know that the School would also like a copy to
remind current and future pupils (and teachers!) of her.
Percy John Burrows retired as headmaster of Shorne School in August
1925, and was succeeded by Mr Albert Richardson.
Ian Craig
PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR
We need a new editor for the Parish Magazine starting at the beginning
of next year. Would you be interested in filling this post? The magazine is the only publication with village news and is an important part
of our village life. It would be a pity if it were to close because no one
is prepared to take this on.
We publish ten issues a year and the editor receives material from individuals and organisations. This is 27
then put together in a desktop pub-

T
U
O
D

L
O
S

28

29

Barnside
Luxury Boarding Cattery
We offer all year boarding facilities in luxury accommodation individually heated, with all specialist needs catered for. Licensed and
approved by Local authorities. Vaccination certificate required.
Home of Tannu Burmese.

Proprietor Mrs L Bull
Barnside, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13
0AU
Ideally situated on A227
between A2 and A20

Telephone 01474 812907
Reception and Collection
Mon – Fri 9–11am /4- 6pm
Sat & Sun 9am – 12noon
Bank Hols. Closed

Computerised Business Solutions
Home & Small Business Support. Computer security and
protection. Tuition. New Installations & Upgrades. Sales
and Repairs. Broadband. Wired & Wireless Networks.
Data Backup & Recovery. Telephone & Remote Support.
‘Silver Surfers’ a speciality.
Established and well known in Shorne since 2000. No job too small.
Call: Ali Meherali, Racefield Cottage, Woodlands Lane, Shorne DA12
3HH. Tel: 01474 824138. Mob: 07941 540534.
E-mail: ali@combussol.co.uk
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Demelza Hospice
Care for Children
Demelza Hospice Care for Children supports over 600 lifelimited children and their families
across South East London, East
Sussex, and Kent.
We offer our services to families
free of charge and receive limited funding, the majority of support coming from private donations.
Contact the fundraising team on
01795 845288
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Plumbing Technique
ANN ARCHER









A PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARIAL SERVICE
(Established 1993)
Shorthand – Audio
Correspondence – Manuscripts
CVs – Essays – Dissertations
Photocopying – Fax

Boiler Replacements
Full Central Heating
Radiators
System Upgrades
Power Flushing
Power Showers
Unvented Cylinders

Phone Mark
01474 822348
or mobile 07899912100

The Studio, 19 Nursery Road
Meopham, Kent DA13 0NE

Your local
Water and Gas Engineer

Contact: Tel/Fax: 01474 814622
Email: a.archer@ic24.net

No :
130055
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Support your community by holding an event here

SHORNE VILLAGE HALL
Its a great place for all types of
occasions weddings, anniversaries, children’s parties

There are special rates for
Shorne parish residents.
Speak to Andrea Tel. 01634 254755, she’ll be able to help.
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BEAUTY SALON
A full range of professional
beauty treatments including:
Shellac
Jessica Manicure & Pedicure
Waxing
ESPA Face &
Body Treatments
Massage
Genie Non-surgical Face Lift
& Body Toning

01474 822244

20% off for any new
client with this advert
www.theruralretreatsalon.co.uk

Free Parking
Late night opening
Pamper Parties available
Gift Vouchers

11a The Street, Shorne, DA12 3EA
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HYGIENE MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS LTD
At HMS we can provide a wide range of training courses suitable for any business involved in food but especially for the care
industry , children’s nurseries, restaurants, hotels etc.
Our courses will not only provide you with the latest techniques
and legal requirements but be an enjoyable experience.
Visit us at: www.hygienesolutions.co.uk or give Dennis or
Tracey a call on: 01474 536662.
Essential Papers are an established and leading office paper supplier. No order is too
small or too large; we provide quality paper products and services at very competitive
prices along with a delivery service that is 'second to none'.
Contact: Steve Fish
Mobile: 07850 447158
Unit 3, Milton Business Park
128 Milton Road, Gravesend, Kent DA12
Telephone: 01474 566809 Fax: 01474
Email: enquiries@essentialpapers.co.uk

WE CAN SUPPLY VARIOUS TYPES OF
PAPER FOR ALL PRINTERS & COPIERS INC
COMPANY LOGO, TINTED & WATERMARKED PAPER.
WE ALSO SUPPLY A FULL RANGE OF INK &
TONER CARTRIDGES FOR PCs & PRINTERS
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THE WRIGHT WOODFLOORING SPECIALISTS
Wood Strip

4, Ifield Cottages,
Shorne Ifield Road,
Shorne,
Kent DA12 3HF

Parquet Floors Laid
Wood Floors Sanded
Wood Block
DIY Supplies & Advice
Wood Laminates

Tel: 07956 342524—Ron Wright

WEDDINGS, PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS
CLEARSPAN AND PARTY MARQUEE HIRE, LININGS, LIGHTING,
DANCEFLOORS, TABLES, CHAIRS, CROCKERY, GLASSES,
BARS, BBQ’S, MARTINI VASES, MP3/PA,
CHAIR COVERS AND COLOURED SASHES
CALL MICHAEL ON 01474 825209 OR 07941 459538
WWW.HIGHAMMARQUEES.CO.UK
Julie Wright
Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

Sore, painful feet? Corns, callus, verruca? Ingrowing toenails?
Unsightly nails? Are you a diabetic requiring regular foot health checks?
Caring, friendly treatment in the comfort of your own home.

Please call 07749 602515
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DJS

Shampooch
Dog Grooming

Plumbing and Heating
Solutions

Less stress for your dog,
grooming your dog in
the comfort of your own
home.

For all your plumbing needs
Call David Sargent for a
friendly and efficient service
Tel: 01634 220271
Mob: 07771 620833
E-mail:
davidsargent95@btinternet.com

15 years experience.
Suzanne.
Telephone: 01474 824469
07776 153067

Rose and Crown

JPM
Physiotherapy
Clinic
21 Darnley Road
Gravesend
DA11 0RZ

32 The Street
Shorne

Specialists in
Neuro, Musculoskeletal
& Elderly Rehabilitation.

Home cooked food, sensible prices and
a warm welcome Tuesdays and Thursdays lunches for the over 60's £6.75!

Home Visit Service
in 20 miles radius.

Great Sunday lunch
Disabled friendly
Dogs and children welcome

Contact:01474550274/07737045848
www.jpmphysiotherapy.co.uk

Give us a try

Email: jpmphysiotherapy@gmail.com
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Homden Property
Lawyers
If you are buying or selling a house, or if you
are remortgaging, we can offer a fast, friendly and cost effective conveyancing service.
We offer an out of hours service which
means you don’t have to take time off work
to visit a solicitor. We will even come to you
if preferred.
We operate a no completion, no fee policy.
If you are interested, please call Lorraine
on 01634 325066, or email lorraine@homdenproperty.co.uk
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The Shop ~ Ipso
Facto
6a Sun Lane, off Echo Square,
Gravesend Tel: 01474 560119

Antiques – Collectables –
Gifts
Exclusive Hand Made Cards
for all occasions
Opening hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thurs/Fri
Saturday

2.30 – 5.00
2.30 – 5.30
closed
10.30 – 5.30
10.30 – 4.30

Opening hours may change due to other
commitments.
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VERBO COMPUTERS Ltd
All your computer solutions under one roof; Home and Business users welcome
We offer a friendly & efficient service with a No Fix No Fee Policy*
Sensible prices

Repairs & Tune-ups

PCs and servers custom built

Branded PC’s & laptops

Hard drive data recovery

Virus removal

Software

Backup solutions

Sales: 0800 5420579

Enquiries 01474 353277

Web: www.verbo.co.uk Email: sales@verbo.co.uk

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY DENNIS & TRACEY AND SEVERAL OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE SHORNE PARISH CHURCH

*Terms & Conditions apply

T. B. M. C. ( AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SERVICES )
DAIRY FARM, CHURCH STREET, LOWER HIGHAM,ME3 7LD
WELL EQUIPPED WORKSHOP FOR :SERVICING, REPAIRS, DIAGNOSTICS, TYRES, TRACKING,
BALANCING, WELDING ETC
NEIL B. JONES
01474 823100 / 07702 036650

Painter & Decorator
01634 711161
07900 473043

Fiona Spirals
I only do business with nice people
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WISLEIGH LADIES
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
Very clean, Very friendly and Very reliable.
City and Guilds Qualified and Fully Insured.
For a FREE Quote, PLEASE CALL

When time is short …

GAS APPLIANCES

… every hour is
precious.

Domestic gas safety
checks, servicing,
repairs & plumbing.
Call
CLIVE MOWBRAY
your local
Gas Safe Register
registered engineer

EllenorLions
Hospices care for 2,500 families for whom time is very
short.

ALSO
HOUSEHOLD JOBS &
REPAIRS?
Make a list and give me a
call!
Tel: 0776 275 0240

To make a donation,

AJ DOE
TREE SURGERY
Fully qualified and insured
For all tree work
From pruning to felling
Stump grinding
FREE ADVICE AND ESTIMATES
TEL: 01622 728574
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